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General Secretaryôs Report 

Activities 

A number of correspondence items were received and forwarded on to the churches for their 

attention. Once again email has been the exclusive means for receiving any 

correspondence. 5 

The Deputies Reports were nearly all received on time for this Synod. Sr K. van Duyn has 

once again been found willing to typeset the reports. After discussion with several brothers, it 

was decided to produce the reports in A4 size.  This makes typesetting and binding easier 

(last Synod the reports were printed in two volumes) and will hopefully improve readability 

and hence usefulness. Several copies of the bound volume of the reports will be made 10 

available to the Free Reformed book shops. An electronic copy in PDF format will also be 

made available on the website. 

Recommendations 

Synod Albany discharges the current deputy and reappoints a new deputy with a renewed 

mandate: 15 

a. to distribute any pertinent mail to the deputies, and acknowledge correspondence not 
applicable to deputies, and if necessary, pass it on to the churches  

b. to collate all Deputies reports (apart from that of the Treasurer) and have them printed 
in an appropriate format. Deputies reports are to be submitted, six months prior to the 
next synod, so that they can be printed and distributed to the churches as per the 20 
Rules of Synod.  

 

J den Boer 
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Deputies FRCA Website 

Thomas Brown 

Bronya Mulder 

Len Vermeulen  

Gerrit van Burgel 5 

10 December 2020 

Report to General Synod Albany 

C/- Free Reformed Church of Albany 

PO Box 825 

ALBANY WA 6331 10 

bryantdv@aapt.net.au 

CC: General Secretary Deputies  jack.denboer@frsa.asn.au  

Dear Brothers, 

Synod Bunbury in Article 35, mandated Deputies ï Website Committee (WebCom) with the 

following mandate: 15 

1. Maintain the existing content on the FRCA website and the associated technical 
functions. 

2. Update the look and functionality of the FRCA website, and to make it mobile friendly. 

3. Invite the churches to send news items and press releases to the website committee for 
inclusion on the FRCA website. 20 

4. Allocate a $2,000 interim budget. 

5. Serve Synod 2021 with a report of their activities, a financial statement, a proposed 
budget, and any recommendations regarding additional content or functionality. 

WebCom have met a number of times, kept in contact via email and also interacted via 

Microsoft Teams.  Before our first meeting we received the resignation of br. Martin Pot and 25 

thankfully the alternate, br. Thomas Brown, was found willing to take his place as convenor. 

Br Pot indicated he was willing to maintain the existing technical functions and at the first 

WebCom meeting it was approved he continue in that role.  

WebComôs primary task was updating the look and functionality of the current FRCA website. 

It was decided to setup a staging site (https://frcastaging.frca.org.au/) which would be hosted 30 

alongside the current site. This way the current website could be maintained while the new 

look and functionality could be piloted. After investigation of alternative designs, including 

discussions with a brother involved in the Canadian website redesign (https://canrc.org), and 

due to our budget limitations, it was decided we would not pursue a custom application but 

instead we would use a free open-source Content Management System (CMS). We chose 35 

WordPress as the CMS due to its widespread use and ability to be customised for general 

website use.  It was also a platform that our chief website designer, sr. Bronya Mulder, is 

familiar with. 

mailto:jack.denboer@frsa.asn.au
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Once the basic structure of the new website was decided (see Appendix A), the look and feel 

agreed upon (see Appendix B), the new site created (see Appendix C) and the majority of the 

content moved from the existing site, we invited the churches to give feedback. The questions 

that were sent to the secretaries of the consistories of each church in the federation were as 

follows: 5 

1. Are your church details correct? 

2. Are your ministers details correct? 

3. Do you think it is appropriate to put your ministerôs history of service?  

4. Are you happy with your church picture on the website? If not, please reply to this email 
and attach a picture which is suitable (this can be done at a later stage)  10 

5. Does this website look good on your mobile phone?  

6. Are you happy with the content? is there anything missing? Is there anything that you 
could not find? (Please note that is a draft website and we are still in the process of 
putting on all the historical acts and synod act indexing) 

The feedback WebCom received was mostly positive. It was collated, discussed and will be 15 

incorporated into the website where applicable and/or feasible. 

Financials 

The financial statement showing costs since the last synod is below: 

Website hosting for frca.org.au $600 

Domain name registration for frca.org.au $64 

WordPress themes and plugins updates $106 

 $770 

The proposed budget for 2021-2024 is: 

Website hosting for frca.org.au $600 

Domain name registration for frca.org.au $100 

WordPress themes and plugins updates $500 

 $1200 
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Recommendations 

WebCom respectfully recommend the following: 

1. That the budget of $1200 be approved for the period 2021-2024. 

2. Because a significant part of our mandate involves the regular maintenance of the 
website and associated technical functions, WebCom recommend a specific website 5 
administrator (who also forms a part of the committee) be appointed for a three-year 
term to manage the technical aspects of the running of the FRCA site, including 
WordPress and theme updates. WebCom recommend br. Winston ót Hart for this role.  

3. The content of the FRCA site should also be revised and updated as necessary, 
including posting news items from the churches (calls, worship service changes, special 10 
events etc), documents, reports and announcements, or when out-of-date information is 
noticed and upon the request of churches or individuals. Therefore, WebCom 
recommend a specific press user (who also forms a part of the committee) be appointed 
for a three-year term to regularly update the news feed and other information as 
required. At this stage WebCom have nobody specific to recommend for this role.  15 

4. WebCom recommend setting up an email address specifically for news and content 
updates which can then be included in the church year book.  

5. WebCom recommend that Synod accept and approve the staging site 
(https://frcastaging.frca.org.au/) and approve that it replace and relocate to the current 
site (https://www.frca.org.au/) 20 

6. WebCom recommend that the new mandate includes an investigation into Search 
Engine Optimisation (SEO) for the new site in order to increase visibility on search 
engine pages. SEO is important to search engine rankings and will serve to promote the 
churches in the local and wider community. 

7. WebCom recommend that the new mandate includes an investigation into the options 25 
around improvements to email hosting.  

8. WebCom recommend that the new mandate includes scope for an investigation into 
possible social media integration.  

Therefore, WebCom recommends that Synod give the committee the following mandate: 

1. Maintain the existing content on the FRCA website and the associated technical 30 
functions. 

2. Invite the churches to send news items and press releases to the website committee for 
inclusion on the FRCA website. 

3. Investigate and implement improved Search Engine Optimisation (SEO) 

4. Investigate options around improvements to email hosting 35 

5. Investigate the possibility of Social Media Integration 

6. Allocate a $1200 interim budget. 
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7. Serve Synod 2024 with a report of their activities, a financial statement, a proposed 
budget, and any recommendations regarding additional content or functionality. 

Wishing you wisdom in your preparations for the coming synod. 

With brotherly greetings 

 5 

  

    

        
Thomas Brown      Gerrit van Burgel 
Convenor       Secretary 10 
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Overall Deputies' Report for Interchurch Relations - outside 
Australia 

Introduction 

With thankfulness to the Lord the deputies appointed by Synod Bunbury for Interchurch 

Relations outside Australia were able to engage with the mandates given in a spirit of good 5 

cooperation and harmony and under the blessing the Lord.  Of the deputies appointed by 

Synod, br. G. Brouwer requested to be relieved of his task in February 2019, and he was 

replaced with the first alternate, br. H. Terpstra. 

Synod Bunbury Decision - overall mandate 

Synod Bunbury 2018 adopted the following decision regarding the overall mandate of the 10 

deputies for Interchurch Relations outside Australia in article 111. 

Decision  

1. To appoint one deputyship for interchurch relations outside Australia.  

2. This deputyship can organise itself, if it sees fit to do so, in separate sections (e.g. one 
section per region), under the conditions:  15 

a. that the entire deputyship remains ultimately responsible for the functioning of the 
sections;  

b. every section regularly submits a written report of its activities (at least once a 
year) to the entire deputyship; and  

c. the entire deputyship meets at least once a year, to exchange information between 20 
the sections and supervise the work of each section. 

Grounds  

1. In a larger deputyship, the various deputies can learn from one another and can give 
advice regarding questions that come up with respect to a specific sister church or 
contact church.  25 

2. One deputyship is practical in maintaining contacts with other churches. Deputies 
visiting assemblies of sister churches normally meet delegates from other churches at 
these assemblies. It is helpful if they are aware of what is going on and is being 
discussed with these other churches.  

3. The decision to keep the Indonesian churches as a separate deputyship has been a 30 
long-standing practice. However, this does not mean that it should continue. The 
relations and contact with the Indonesian churches may also benefit from more 
interaction between the different deputies for relations with sister churches or for contact 
with other churches. It will also create possibilities for better supervision of their work.  

4. It may be practical to divide the work and the deputies in sections (for instance according 35 
to regional areas), while at the same time it is important for deputies to remain informed 
about each otherôs work.  
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5. If the entire deputyship functions as a supervisor over the sections, the deputies can be 
held to account regarding the fulfilment of their mandate.  

Execution of overall mandate 

The deputyship was divided in the following way: 

1. Section 1 5 

a. Netherlands, South Africa, Korea, Singapore (R.D Anderson, H. Terpstra, S 't Hart, 
B. Veenendaal) 

b. North America (H. Alkema, R. Pot, P. Witten) 

c. New Zealand (C. Mulder, with support from Section 1) 

2. Section 2 10 

a. Indonesia (B. Bosveld, E. de Haan, A Hagg, E. Heerema, A. Souman) 

Each section and sub-section met on their own as often as necessary to work through the 

mandates given.  All correspondence, reports and minutes were available to all deputies via 

a shared online "Dropbox".  Relevant material was then shared and discussed at meetings of 

the entire deputyship (plenary sessions), which were held on five occasions during the inter-15 

synodical period.  The appointed convenor was assigned responsibilities in section 1a but also 

attended all meetings of section 2.   

In dividing the work, attempts were made to factor in the various gifts and interests of each 

deputy as well as the location in which they lived.  With the resignation of br. G Brouwer, the 

only deputy from Tasmania was br. C. Mulder.  Although br. Mulder was able to serve very 20 

well as deputy and was ably assisted by the other deputies, he was quite isolated and the 

decision was made to have him attend one plenary session in person each year, combined 

with a meeting of Section 1 of the deputies.  This was done in December 2019 and 

reimbursement for his flight came from the overall budget of deputies, in line with art. 40 of 

Acts Synod Baldivis 2015. 25 

Benefits of the new deputyship arrangement included 

¶ an increase in interaction between deputies assigned to the various churches and the 
possibility to provide mutual assistance as required; 

¶ Opportunities to discuss an increased level of consistency in how we maintain our 
various sister-church relationships; 30 

¶ Greater consistency in report writing; 

¶ An increase in mutual accountability; 

¶ The opportunity for feedback from a wider pool of deputies.   

Challenges to this new arrangement included  

¶ An equitable division of tasks between the various sections; 35 
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¶ The geographical distance between deputies;  

¶ The danger of leaving certain tasks and relationships to just one or two deputies. 

¶ The need for all deputies to be acquainted with and immersed in a wider spectrum of 
churches. 

Thankfully the deputies feel they were able to negotiate the various challenges and, by and 5 

large, benefited from the new arrangement. 

Synod Report template. 

In an effort to make our reports as clear and succinct as possible as well as to provide greater 

consistency, the deputies adopted a common template for Synod reports.  Appendices have 

been limited as much as possible and, where appropriate, references are made to other 10 

published works should more information be required.  At the same time we have endeavoured 

to faithfully report on how we have executed our mandates and the results of our findings.  We 

are eager to receive feedback from the churches as to the usefulness of the approach we've 

taken. 

Multiple sister churches in the same region? 15 

In carrying out their mandate, the Deputies for Interchurch Relations - Outside Australia use 

the relevant acts of previous synods, as well as the relevant articles of the Church Order. 

However, even though we recognise that successive synods may alter direction over time, the 

acts may sometimes be ambiguous or even contradictory, which is not conducive to carrying 

out the mandate well.  One question the deputies have been struggling with is: How do we 20 

deal with multiple church relationships where these churches are located in relatively close 

geographic proximity (e.g. in the same country or region)? 

Considerations:1 

1. With regards to geographically distant churches that have a relationship with one or 

more of our sister churches, Synod Armadale 1990 (Art 58) decided that we should leave 25 
the ecumenical relations to our sister churches and be informed via them. This is to 

avoid duplication of effort where our sister churches already maintain intensive contact, 

to limit the manpower resources needed to maintain church relations, to reduce the time 

needed for travel and to recognise that we can be informed through our sister churchôs 

efforts. This reasoning was used by Synod Rockingham 2003 which decided to suspend 30 
contacts with the FCS, EPCI and RPCI and leave it to the Dutch sister churches to ñallow 

them to exercise relations with these churches in a meaningful wayò (Synod Rockingham 

2003 Art 84 Grounds IV 2). This has been further reinforced by Synod Baldivis 2015 in 

its decisions regarding North America (URCNA, OPC, RCUS and ERQ) (Art 96) and 

Reformed Churches in Brazil (Art 129). 35 

 
1 Please refer to appendix 1 for the relevant FRCA synod decisions, as referenced in this report. 
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2. Point 1 above was a change of direction, where the FRCA had previously instructed the 

deputies, in accordance with Article 46 of the Church Order2, to be diligent in seeking 

contact with those churches which are faithful to the Scriptures and to see if the FRCA 

can enter into correspondence with them (Armadale 1972, Article 53).  Then, another 

change of direction was taken by Synod Bunbury 2018: Article 83 indicates that despite 5 
the 1990 decision, it finds ñcompelling reasons to pursue this relationshipò. (These 

reasons are: the OPCôs desire to establish contact with the FRCA, being a 

confessionally-Reformed federation and enjoys long standing sister church relations 

with several of our sister churches.) Note that there is no interaction with the Synod 1990 

decision and grounds. As a result, it seems as if decisions in the past have not always 10 
been consistent. 

3. Despite what has sometimes been assumed as the official position of the FRCA (i.e. not 

to enter into sister relationships with two churches in one country), this has never been 

a decision of the FRCA. A decision which comes closest to this can be found in Article 

53 of Synod Kelmscott 1996, where reference is made in Decision 5.b to paragraph 5.3 15 
of the deputiesô report. However, in this report the deputies come with a general 

statement (ñThe FRCA believes it is contrary to the confessions regarding the church to 

recognise two churches in one country, when those two churches are unable or unwilling 

to work towards unityò), in which the position is qualified: only in situations where these 

churches are unwilling or unable to work to unity. Moreover, this statement has never 20 
been officially adopted by a synod as the position of the FRCA. 

4. In contacts with the GGRC in Indonesia, throughout the years the possibility of a sister 

church relationship with the GGRC has not been explicitly excluded, but the FRCA 

focused mainly on encouraging the GGRI and the GGRC to become one and in that way 

the FRCA could have a sister church relationship with the churches in the GGRC as 25 
well. See the following synod decisions: 

a. Rockingham 2003, art. 73 decision: ñencourage these churches to fully put into 

practice the unity which they already recogniseò (Decision 3e) and ñThe Lord calls 

His churches to be joined together. Such unity in Indonesia of the GGRI and the 

GGRC would also grant the FRCA the blessing of being fully united with all the 30 
churches that now meet in in two different bondsò (Ground 3e);  

b. West Kelmscott 2006 art. 58: ñWhere possible, to encourage these churches to 

fully put into practice the unity which they already recogniseò);  

c. Armadale 2012, art. 87 II 3: ñTo encourage the GGRC to strongly work towards 

federal unity with the GGRI and thus a sister-church relationship with the FRC 35 
Australiaò. 

5. The FRCA has the practice not to enter into a sister church relationship with churches 

which are in close proximity of existing sister churches if they do not express unity with 

each other (see the decisions about the GGRC mentioned in 4, as well the decisions 

regarding the DGK by West Kelmscott 2006 (Art. 92 III 3) and Legana 2009 (Art. 75 V 40 
1). 

 
2 Church Order art. 46:  "The relationship with other churches shall be regulated by synod.  With churches of 
Reformed confession sister relations shall be maintained as much as possible.  On non-essential points of 
ecclesiastical practice other churches shall not be rejected." 
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6. A distinction is being made by synods between recognising a church as a true and 

faithful church and having a sister church relationship with this church. Synod 

Launceston 1985, in article 67, expressed that the recognition of another church as 

being true and faithful church of the Lord Jesus Christ means that a sister church 

relationship can be established, but that it does not always happen right away because 5 
of historical stumbling blocks which may still be lying on the road to a practical realization 

of unity. In the meantime, the fact that such a church is recognised as a true and faithful 

church also means that our church members join that church, and vice versa, in the case 

that such a church is their nearest church, in accordance with Article 28 of the Belgic 

Confession. 10 

7. In summary, the FRCA churches, through their synods and deputies, have used the 

following approach to the establishment of sister church relationships: 

a. Acknowledge the calling to maintain sister church relations with churches of 

Reformed confession (Church Order Art 46). 

b. Since 1985, recognise only one form of permanent ecclesiastical relationship, 15 
namely a sister church relationship (Synod Launceston 1985, Art 74 Sub II). Note 

that ñtemporary ecclesiastical contactò was discontinued in 1992 (Synod 

Bedfordale 1992, Art 95). Acknowledging a church as true and faithful is part of 

the process of coming to that relationship of sister church (Synod Launceston 1985 

Art 67). 20 

c. A realisation that in taking mutual responsibility, there must be a realistic 

expectation that we are able to fulfil our obligations/promises in maintaining a 

sister church relationship. We are a small federation with limited resources (Synod 

Armadale 1990 Art 58). 

d. To concentrate on relations and contacts with churches who are geographically 25 
closer to us and for whom we have a greater responsibility (Synod Armadale 1990 

Art 58). 

e. In order to avoid duplication of effort, where a church has a sister church relation 

with one of our sister churches in close geographic proximity, to leave the sister 

church relationship to our sister church in order to avoid duplication of effort 30 
(Synod Armadale 1990 Art 58).  

8. Obviously, not all possible situations and circumstances have been addressed by 

synods and some decisions are ambiguous or even contradictory. For the sake of clarity, 

it is desirable if a synod adopts clear guidelines, which are in the spirit of Article 46 of 

the Church Order, to address with whom, how and when to establish sister church 35 
relationships.  

Based on the above considerations, deputies have the following recommendation: 

To mandate deputies to develop and propose to the next synod guidelines which are in line 

with Article 46 of the Church Order, taking into consideration previous synod decisions and 

guiding principles, and addressing the question with whom, how and when to establish sister 40 

church relationships. This will require input from the churches. 
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COVID implications 

The sudden onset of the Coronavirus pandemic in early 2020 and the subsequent travel and 

other restrictions had a substantial impact on the execution of our mandate.  Various synods 

and other major events were cancelled or postponed, and your deputies have been unable to 

travel and meet with these churches as per our mandate from Synod.  At the same time, 5 

however, the universal effects of this virus and the mutual encouragement we could give one 

another in these times has deepened our feelings and love for the catholicity of Christ's 

Church. 

Service Terms 

Since it is the norm for deputies to serve no more than three terms of three years in any one 10 

deputyship, we wish to bring to the attention of Synod that the following delegates have 

completed three or more terms of service:  Rev. R. D Anderson, Rev. R. Pot (NZ deputyship 

prior to 2018), Rev. S. 't Hart, br. B. Bosveld (Indonesia), Br. E. Heerema (Indonesia).  

Your deputies are of the opinion that the current number of deputies (thirteen) is sufficient for 

the work that is being assigned.   15 

Recommendations: 

1. To maintain the current arrangement of having one deputyship for interchurch relations 
outside of Australia as per art. 111 of Synod Bunbury 2018. 

2. To mandate deputies to develop and propose to the next synod guidelines which are in 
line with Article 46 of the Church Order, taking into consideration previous synod 20 
decisions and guiding principles, and addressing the questions of with whom, how, and 
when to establish sister church relationships. This will require input from the churches. 

Grounds: 

1. The arrangements in place for deputies for interchurch relations have proven to be 
useful. 25 

2. Clarity is needed to ensure principled and consistent decisions are made with respect 
to the question of with whom, how and when to establish sister church relationships.  
This is of particular relevance when the churches with which contact is made are in close 
proximity to one another. 

Respectfully Submitted, 30 

Rev. S. 't Hart (deputy since 2012) 

Rev. H. Alkema (2015) 

Rev. R.D. Anderson (2012) 

Rev. A. Hagg (2015) 

Rev. R. Pot (2012) 35 

Rev. A. Souman (2018) 

Br. B. Bosveld (2003) 

Br. E. de Haan (2015) 

Br. E. Heerema (2009) 
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Br. C. Mulder (2018) 

Br. H. Terpstra (2019) 

Br. P. Witten (2015) 

Br. B. Veenendaal (2018) 

 5 

Church Acronyms 

FRCA Free Reformed Churches of Australia 

CanRC Canadian Reformed Churches 

CRCA Christian  Reformed Churches of Australia 

CRCNA Christian Reformed Churches of North America  

DGK De Gereformeerde Kerken (formerly RCNr) 

DRCSL Dutch Reformed Church of Sri Lanka 

EPCA Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Australia 

EPCI Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ireland 

ERCS Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Singapore 

ERQ Reformed Church of Quebec 

FCS  Free Church of Scotland 

FCS(C) Free Church of Scotland (Continuing) 

FERC First Evangelical Reformed Church of Singapore 

FRCP Free reformed Churches of the Philippines 

FRCSA Free Reformed Churches of South Africa 

GGMM Gereja Gereja Mahesi Musyafir (Reformed Churches of Timor, Savu) 

GGRC Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Calvinis 

GGRI Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Indonesia  

GGRI-

KalBar 
Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Indonesia - Kalimantan Barat 

GGRI-NTT  Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Indonesia - NTT 
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GGRI-

Papua 
Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Indonesia - Papua 

GGRI-T Gereja-Gereja Reformasi Indonesia - Timor 

GKN Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland 

GKN(Syn) 
De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (synodaal) - now part of the PKN 

(Protestantse Kerk in Nederland) 

GMMT Gereja Masehi Musyafir Church on Timor 

HRC Heritage Reformed Congregations 

IPB Independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil 

KPCK Kosin Presbyterian Church of Korea 

NGK Nederlands Gereformeerde Kerken 

OPC Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

PCA Presbyterian Church in America  

PCEA Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia 

PCK Presbyterian Church in Korea 

PCU  Presbyterian Church in Uganda 

PCUSA Presbyterian Church in the United States 

PRCA Presbyterian Reformed Churches of Australia 

PRCNA Protestant Reformed Church in North America 

RCA Reformed Churches of Australia 

RCI Reformed Churches of Japan 

RCN Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) 

RCNZ Reformed Churches of New Zealand 

RCSTS Reformed Churches of Sumba-Timor-Savu 

RCUS Reformed Church in the United States 

RCZ Reformed Churches of Zaire 
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RPCI Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland 

RPCT Reformed Presbyterian Church of Taiwan 

URCC United Reformed Churches of Congo  

URCNA United Reformed Churches of North America 

 

Ecclesiastical Abbreviations 

Art. Article 

BC Belgic Confession of Faith 

CCU-C Coordinator for the Committee of Church Unity 

CCCNA (Canadian Reformed)Committee for Contact with Churches in North America 

CECCA 
Committee for Ecumenical Contact with Churches Abroad of the United 
Reformed Churches in North America (URCNA) 

CEIR Committee for Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations of the OPC 

CERCU Committee for Ecumenical Relations and Church Unity of the URCNA 

CO Church Order 

CRTS Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary 

DE Dynamic Equivalent 

Dp BBK 
Deputies for correspopndence with foreighn churches appointed by sister 
churches (GKN) 

EF Ecclesiastical Fellowship 

FSNS Fund for support of needy students 

GA General Assembly 

GS General Synod 

ICRC International Conference of Reformed Churches 

KJV King James Version 

MARS Mid-America Reformed Seminary  

NAPARC North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council 

NIV New International Version 
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NKJV New King James Version 

PJCO Proposed Joint Church Order 

RCNZ-
IRC Reformed Churches of New Zealand Interchurch Relations Committee 

REC Reformed Ecumenical Council 

RES Reformed Ecumenical Synod  

RSE Regional Synod East 

RSV Revised Standard Version 

RTC Reformed Theological College 

TEC Temporary Ecclesiastical Contact 

TPH Trinity Psalter Hymnal 

USA Unites States of America 

WCC World Council of Churches 
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Appendix 1 

Previous FRCA Synod decisions relevant to the question of multiple sister churches in the 

same region 

============== 

Acts of Synod Launceston 1985, Article 67 5 

Synod declares:  

that our recognition of another church as being "true and faithful church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ"  

1. means that both our churches and that recognized church stand on the foundations as 
expressed in Article 27 to 32 of the Belgic Confession;  10 

2. has a direct consequence that a sister church relationship can be established, without 
disregarding the fact that historical developments may well give cause to several 
stumbling blocks still lying in the road to a practical realization of unity;  

3. and that our church members join that church, and vice versa, in the case that such 
church is their nearest church, in accordance with Article 28 of the Belgic Confession.  15 

GROUNDS  

1. This Synod, in representing the Churches, and in the present situation of developing 
contacts with many other Churches both in Australia and abroad, must clearly define in 
accordance with Scripture and Confession, what is meant by the formal recognition of 
such Churches as being ñtrue and faithful Churches of the Lord Jesus Christ.ò  20 

2. This clear definition will be helpful in the process of coming to full sister-Church 
relationship in a scriptural way.  

============== 

Acts of Synod Armadale 1990, Art.58 

Considerations 25 

1. é 

2. Being a smaller Bond of Churches, the resources and manpower are limited, though we 

are thankful for the increase in (ministerial) manpower through the increase in the 

number of churches. 

3. There are increasing demands placed on office bearers within the local church, though 30 
the trend toward more (smaller) churches is healthy. 

4. Distance contacts require much time in terms of travelling, when Synods give deputies 

mandates to make such trips. 
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5. Deputies from our sister churches and those churches whom we have recognised as 

true and faithful maintain intensive contact with many churches located relatively near 

to them. Their reports about these contacts or relations are readily available to us. 

6. INTENSIVE relations and contacts on our part with some of these churches who are 

closer to our sister-churches or those whom we have recognised are needless 5 
duplication of effort. 

7. It much be appreciated that the reports of deputies do show that steps in this direction 

are already underway. Synod 1987 phased out contacts with the Dutch Reformed 

Churches in Sri Lanka. Also, more attention is now paid to churches nearby, eg. PCEA, 

Sumba-Savu, Singapore and RCNZ (think also of RCPNG). 10 

Synod decides to follow the policy with respect to the mandates for deputies for relations with 

other churches: 

a) To limit the requirements of the relative mandates to a manageable level; 

b) To limit present contacts and relations with churches which are geographically 

close to our sister churches abroad and with churches which we have recognised 15 
as true and faithful to the minimum level necessary for us to remain acquainted 

with their situation and to fulfil our obligations made to them; 

c) To concentrate on relations and contacts with churches who are geographically 

closer to use and for whom we have a greater responsibility; 

d) To phase out contact with Churches with whom we appear to be making no 20 
progress. 

Acts of Synod Armadale 1990, Art.59 Past decisions concerning other churches 

Observations 

1. The submission draws attention to inconsistencies and ambiguities of previous 

Synodical decisions regarding contact with foreign and/or non-sister churches. 25 

2. é 

Recommendations 

1. To acknowledge with past Synods that there have been inconsistencies and ambiguities 

in past decisions which have led to disquiet and division in the churches. 

2. To express that future Synods should give mandates which are consistent with one 30 
another 

3. é 

============== 
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The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) 

1. Introduction 

In 2015 Synod Baldivis decided to suspend our relationship with the RCN and this 
suspension was commuted into termination in 2018 by Synod Bunbury as follows: 

Article 45 - Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 5 

I. Material 

Item 13(h) ï Report of Deputies for Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 

Item 9(c)(i) ï Letter from General Synod Meppel 2017, advising of their decision to urge 
the FRCA not to prematurely break off the bond with the RCN, to declare that from their 
side they see no cause to review the sister church relationship, and to send a delegation 10 
to the FRCA to facilitate a face-to-face explanation of their decision 

Item 9(f)(vii) ï Letter from FRC of Launceston, supporting deputiesô recommendation to 
terminate the sister church relationship 

Item 9(h)(iii) ï Letter from FRC of Darling Downs, supporting deputiesô recommendation 
to terminate the sister church relationship 15 

Item 9(i)(ii) ï Letter from FRC of Byford, proposing to continue monitoring developments 
in the Netherlands 

II. Decision 

With sadness to terminate the sister relationship with the RCN. 

Grounds 20 

1. The relationship with the RCN has become untenable due to their use of the óNew 
Hermeneuticsô ï principles allowing the current cultural context to play a determining 
role in explaining scripture. This has allowed the RCN to turn away from the clear 
instruction in Godôs Word and to show unfaithfulness by lack of submission to that Word. 

2. The evidence of ground 1 above is given particular expression in the recent decision of 25 
the RCN (Synod Meppel 2017) to allow women to the office of deacon, elder and 
minister. 

3. There has been no adequate response, let alone repentance, to earlier admonitions: 

i. Letter of admonition from Synod Armadale 2012 to RCN Synod Ede dated 22 April 
2013 (Acts of Synod 2012, Appendix 5); 30 

ii. Letter from Synod Baldivis 2015 to RCN Synod Meppel 2017 (Acts of Synod 2015, 
Appendix 2). 
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Further to this decision Synod Bunbury also decided the following: 

Article 107 - Communication of RCN decision (refer Art 45) 

I. Decision 

1. To send a letter to Synod 2020 of the RCN containing Synodôs decision. 

2. To send a letter to our sister churches in Indonesia, Singapore, South Korea, New 5 
Zealand, South Africa and Canada via deputies, informing them of our decision. 

3. To send two deputies to Synod 2020 to relay our decision. 

4. To send to the convening church of Synod 2020 of the RCN, for inclusion on their 
agenda, the letter sent to the BBK on 7 March 2016 in response to the request 
from Synod Ede. 10 

Grounds 

1. Sending both a letter containing Synodôs decision and a delegation underlines the 
seriousness of the step we have taken. 

2. The letter from the BBK dated 16 June 2017 shares with us that Synod Meppel 
did not receive from us a response to the letter sent to us by Synod Ede. Deputies 15 
sent a letter to the BBK on 7 March 2016, indicating that this was our response, 
but it appears that this was not passed on to Synod Meppel. 

2. Execution of Mandate 

A letter was duly sent to Synod 2020 of the RCN by the clerk of Synod Bunbury 2018, 
informing them of our decision. In addition. a copy of our letter sent to the BBK on 7 20 
March 2016 in response to the request from Synod Ede was sent to the convening 
church for this synod. Deputies had correspondence with our sister churches in 
Indonesia, Singapore, South Korea, New Zealand, South Africa and Canada informing 
them of the decision of Synod Bunbury 2018. 

Two delegates were sent to the Foreign Delegates Week of the RCN Synod 2020 in the 25 
persons of Rev. R. D. Anderson and br. G. B. Veenendaal. This was held from Tuesday 
7th January to Saturday 11th January. During this week there was ample time for informal 
contact with the RCN delegates as well as various meetings between RCN delegates 
and/or BBK together with other concerned (former) sister churches. 

We were pleased to see that we were able to present a united front together with the 30 
delegates of the Canadian Reformed Churches, the Free Reformed Churches of South 
Africa, the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and the GKSA (Doppers) of South Africa. 
Some time after the Foreign Delegates Week, the RCN synod received a letter from our 
sister churches in Indonesia informing them that they had terminated their sister church 
relationship with the RCN. 35 

The make-up of RCN Synod 2020 was distinctly different to that of their previous synod. 
At the previous synod there had been several delegates, who were clearly most upset 
at the decision to open all ecclesiastical offices to women. At this synod there was a 
clear unanimous chorus desiring to maintain this decision. It should be noted that two 
women elders were also seated as delegates. 40 
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The foreign delegates were initially informed that there would be no opportunity to 
actually address the synod and we were requested to present written addresses which 
would be copied and sent to all the RCN delegates as reading material. We therefore 
presented a short written address in English outlining the decision of Synod Bunbury 
2018, noting at the same time both the pain that their spiritual adultery has caused and 5 
our love expressed to them in attending their synod personally to call them back from 
the path they have set for themselves. 

During Foreign Delegates Week, however, we were informed that we were also to be 
given 10 minutes to address the synod in person. Rev. Anderson presented this address 
in Dutch (given that this was the clear preference of the RCN delegates) attempting to 10 
outline how their sanctioning of the new hermeneutics had foundational implications for 
our relationship, given that the basis for understanding Scripture had been undermined. 
If the foundation is no longer the same, the many agreements in doctrine, that we may 
still have at this point in time, are no longer secure. 

Upon our return an article concerning our visit to the Dutch synod was published in Una 15 
Sancta vol. 67 no 5 4 April 2020. 

It may be noted that after Foreign Delegates Week the Dutch synod also met together 
with the synod of the Nederlands Gereformeerde Kerken (NGK) and sealed a pact to 
reunite the two church federations, which had parted ways in 1967. The NGK already 
has women in all church offices and is tolerant of practicing homosexual relationships 20 
even among office bearers. It was most sad to see that our former sister churches are 
not only continuing the path of unfaithfulness upon which they find themselves, but even 
speeding up the process of becoming a mainstream liberal church-body. 

3.  Recommended decision 

I. Decision 25 

That synod with thanks discharges deputies with respect to their mandate concerning 
the RCN. 

Ground 

Delegates have faithfully discharged their mandate respecting termination of the sister 
church relationship with the RCN. 30 
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The DGK and GKN 

1.  Names 

ñThe Reformed Churches of the Netherlandsò are abbreviated DGK after their Dutch 
name ñDe Gereformeerde Kerken (hersteld)ò. 

ñReformed Churches Netherlandsò are abbreviated as GKN after their Dutch name 5 
ñGereformeerde Kerken Nederlandò. 

2.  Introduction 

Both these federations of churches have their origin in secessions from our former sister 
churches (RCN), however, since that time both have become small federations of 
churches in their own right. Our monitoring of these churches has its genesis in our 10 
former relationship to the RCN. 

3.  Brief Description 

DGK 

Location Netherlands 

Origin(s) seceded from the RCN in 2003-2004 

Confessional Documents Three Ecumenical Creeds 

Three Forms of Unity 

Number of churches & church plants 9 instituted churches and 1 preaching post 

Membership numbers unknown 

Training of Theological Students no current students 

Website https://gereformeerde-kerken-hersteld.nl/ 

GKN 

Location Netherlands 

Origin(s) seceded from the RCN in 2009 

Confessional Documents Three Ecumenical Creeds 

Three Forms of Unity 

Number of churches & church plants 10 instituted churches and 6 preaching posts 

Membership numbers ca.1600 members 

Training of Theological Students 4 students under the care of 2 ministers set 
aside for 40% each. 

Website www.gereformeerdekerkennederland.nl/ 

The DGK currently have 4 active ministers, 5 retired ministers and 1 ministerial 15 



29 

candidate. There are currently no students of theology. 

The GKN currently have 5 active ministers, 4 retired ministers, 1 ministerial candidate 
and 4 further students of theology. 

4.  History of the Relationship 

The DGK seceded from the RCN in 2003-2004 and insisted on being viewed as the 5 
legitimate continuation of the RCN. Synod West Kelmscott 2006 (art. 92) mandated 
deputies to investigate whether this secession was lawful. Synod 2009 Legana (art. 72) 
decided against acknowledging the DGK as the lawful continuation of the RCN given 
that we still had a relationship with the RCN at that time. 

The GKN first came onto the radar of FRCA synods in 2015. Its origin was likewise a 10 
secession from the RCN. Initially it began in a longstanding division in the church of 
Kampen Noord resulting from a RCN classis having sacked the entire consistory of this 
large church. Later other ministers and churches joined them. Since 2015 the FRCA has 
been monitoring the developments in both churches and encouraging their union. 

Both federations are involved in intensive negotiations for union with each other. 15 

5.  Decision and Mandate 

In 2018 Synod Bunbury made the following decision respecting the GKN and DGK. 

Article 75 - De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland (DGK) and Gereformeerde 
Kerken Nederland (GKN) 

Decision 20 

1. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and to appoint new deputies with 
the mandate: 

a. to continue to monitor developments in both the DGK (De Gereformeerde 
Kerken in Nederland) and GKN (Gereformeerde Kerken Nederland); 

b. to encourage the DGK and GKN to work towards unity with each other; 25 

c. to maintain contact; and 

d. to report back to the next Synod. 

2. To await recommendations from the churches on how to proceed with these 
relations. 

3. Monitor the relationship that exists between the DGK and the Liberated Reformed 30 
Church of Abbotsford, working in close contact with the CanRC deputies regarding 
these developments. 

Grounds 

1. Both churches profess to be faithful churches in every aspect of the Reformed 
doctrine. 35 

2. Their historical backgrounds are similar to ours. 
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3. The DGK is also working via Rev Gunnink among our Indonesian sister churches. 

4. Both the DGK and the GKN have recently sent letters to the deputies for 
distribution to the local churches requesting a sister church relationship. 

5. Although their sister relation with Abbotsford LRC is a potential obstacle in our 
contact with the DGK (see Synod 2012, article 99), the recent DGK synod did 5 
decide to have a closer look at the situation in Abbotsford. 

6.  Execution of mandate 

Two delegates were sent to the Foreign Delegates Week of the RCN Synod 2020 in the 
persons of Rev. R. D. Anderson and br. B. Veenendaal. This was held from Tuesday 7th 
January to Saturday 11th January. During this week delegates met separately with  the 10 
DGK and the GKN deputies, together with the delegates from South Africa and Canada. 
These meetings were very positive. Particularly that with the DGK showed that this 
federation was productively pursuing discussions with the GKN and at the same time 
were also pursuing critical discussions with the LRCA (Abbotsford). 

In October 2020 Rev. Anderson and br. Veenendaal engaged in Zoom meetings 15 
separately with the DGK and the GKN. During these meetings it became clear that both 
the DGK and the GKN are very serious and engaged with each other in discussions that 
are to lead to the union of the two church federations. At their last synods in 2019 they 
have both acknowledged each other as true churches and stated that there are no 
principled differences between their respective federations. A number of issues in 20 
various local congregations do still need to be discussed before union can occur. The 
deputies of both federations are liaising with these local congregations so that these 
issues can be addressed or resolved. The deputies recognise that not all issues need to 
be completely settled for union to take place, but wisdom dictates that some discussion 
is warranted. The more serious issues concern localities where members of one 25 
federation have left through either excommunication or withdrawal for the other after 
serious disagreement. 

With respect to the LRCA, the DGK has issued a public statement wherein it distances 
itself from their position on the Westminster standards as non-Reformed. It also 
questions their stance on the catholicity of the church and their justification for leaving 30 
the CanRC. The LRCA are currently in a position of defending themselves against what 
they see as unfounded accusations by the DGK. The discussions between the two are 
at this point still ongoing. 

Deputies see their given mandate as having been brought to a close given that Synod 
Bunbury 2018 decided to give the churches the opportunity to bring forward proposals 35 
with respect to how to proceed with this relationship. 

Deputies note that should a church bring forward a proposal for continuing contact with 
a view to developing a sister church relationship, this can be viewed positively. Although 
these Dutch federations are not geographically close, we note that the DGK continues 
to use Rev. Gunnink among our Indonesian sister churches and the GKN has indicated 40 
that they would treasure the assistance of the FRCA in the future with respect to their 
theological training of future ministers of the Gospel. 
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7.  Recommended decision 

Decision 

1. To discharge deputies and thank them for their work. 

2. To express thankfulness to God for the positive developments towards unity of the 
DGK and GKN and to encourage them to continuing working towards a united 5 
federation. 

Grounds 

1. Both churches profess to be faithful churches in every aspect of the Reformed 
doctrine and both have recognised each other as true churches and working 
towards unification. 10 
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Free Reformed Churches of South Africa 

1. Introduction 

The relationship between the Free Reformed Churches of South Africa (FRSA) and 
the Free Reformed Churches of Australia (FRCA) goes back to the early start of the 
churches in Australia in the late 1950ôs.  5 

2. Brief description 

Location  South Africa 

Origin(s) Established in 1950 by Dutch immigrants to 

South Africa 

Confessional Documents Three Forms of Unity 

Number of churches & church 

plants 

7 churches and 6 mission church plants with a 

new one recently opened in Fizantekraal in the 

Cape 

Membership numbers Approximately 1900 members 

Assemblies, number, frequency Classis 2 Annually 

Synod 1 Every 3 years 

Training of Theological Students See Section 3 below 

Website https://www.frc.org.za/ 

3. History and context to the relationship 

The FRSA originated with three congregations in in Pretoria, Johannesburg and Cape 

Town. This later expanded through the institution of a second church in Pretoria, 

namely Pretoria-Maranata. In the 2000ôs a further expansion occurred when three 10 

churches were instituted as a result of mission work conducted in Mamelodi and 

Soshanguve-North in Gauteng and Belhar near Cape Town.  

The church at Pretoria-Maranata is sending church for mission work in the Pretoria 

region. Currently there are church planting projects in Soshanguve-F4, Soshanguve 

Block UU/WW, Soshanguve Block XX and Nellmapius. The church at Capetown is 15 

busy with church plants in Wesbank and Leiden and have recently opened up a new 

on in Fizantekraal. 

For theological training, the FRSA make use of the following theological seminaries: 

Mukhanyo Theological College in KwaMhlanga (Mpumalanga); George Whitefield 

College in Muizenberg (Western Cape) and Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary 20 

in Hamilton (Canada). They have curators appointed by synod and a coordinator to 

organise and coach theological students.  
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4. Decision and mandate 

Synod Bunbury 2018 made the following decision regarding the FRSA and the 
mandate to deputies: 

Article 81 - Free Reformed Churches of South Africa  

II.  Decision  5 

1. To continue sister relations with the FRCSA according to the established 
rules.  

2. To appoint the Deputies Auditor for Synod Treasurer to audit the financial 
records of the support provided and report to the next Synod.  

3. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and to appoint new 10 
deputies with the mandate to:  

a. maintain the sister church relations according to the adopted rules;  

b. send two delegates to the next FRCSA synod in 2021;  

c. coordinate responses to any requests for support from Deputies 
within the FRCSA (including either Needy Churches or Theological 15 
Training) and to involve the local congregations of the FRCA as 
appropriate; and  

d. keep the members of the FRCA informed regarding the support 
provided, both directly to consistories as well as to the broader 
membership via Una Sancta.  20 

Grounds  

1. The FRCSA give evidence of continuing faithfulness to the Word of God, 
maintaining the Reformed Confessions and Church Order.  

2. Our visits to South Africa and their visits to us have proven to be very 
beneficial in terms of mutual support and encouragement.  25 

3. Our South African churches request ongoing financial support as they 
continue on a road to self-sustainability. Whereas in the past this support 
was required for needy churches, due to the increase in vacancies the 
need for support has shifted to include theological training. Such support 
should be coordinated and the churches kept informed and financial 30 
accountability of the support provided is important.  

5. Execution of Mandate 

5a.  Activities and actions undertaken 

An invitation was received to the FRCSA synod to be held in Belhar in September 

2020 (note: 2021 in the decision of Synod Bunbury was incorrect). However, this 35 

synod is postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic and has now been rescheduled 

for 12-16 April 2021 D.V.  
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The deputies coordinated the financial support received from the Australian churches 

for the training of theology students in South Africa. The Deputies Curators of the Free 

Reformed Churches in South Africa have requested support of approximately $68.5k 

AUD which is the annual target. We have advised the churches of an indicative 

contribution of $21 per confessing member assuming all churches contribute. 5 

However, this is voluntary for churches and since not all churches do contribute this 

amount, we are thankful for those that contribute more. Some funds were not sent in 

2018 and we were short approximately AUD 10k for 2019. Thankfully, it appears that 

we will meet the target for 2020. 

Given that we, functioning only as coordinators of this financial support, are dependent 10 

on the voluntary contributions from our churches, we cannot guarantee that the target 

amount will be met. The South African deputies are aware of this and thankful for the 

support they do get. They have expressed their thankfulness a number of times 

through emails. 

We were able to meet with two ministers from the FRCSA who travelled on personal 15 

visits to Perth, namely Rev P Boon and Rev H Breytenbach. Incidentally, Rev 

Breytenbach did preach in our church at Melville. Rev Anderson visited South Africa in 

November 2019 and taught Mosaic law to two black theology students.  

The financial summary is as follows: 

Balance 1 January 2019 $24,493.73  

Contributions received from churches 
2019 

$35,080.70 
 

Term deposit from 2018 contributions $17,776.42  

Fees 2019 -$53.54  

Interest 2019 $41.94  

Sent to South Africa 2019 
-

$59,000.00  

Balance 1 January 2020 $18,339.25  

Contributions received from churches 
2020 

$48,539.80 
Note: To 
10/12/20 

Fees 2020 -$30.00  

Interest 2020 $0.00  

Sent to South Africa 2020 $66,700.00  

Balance 1 January 2021 $149.05  
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5b.  Discussion and concluding remarks 

Because of the pandemic, we were unable to visit and meet with our South African 

sister churches and obtain an update. However, through the Deputies Curators of the 

Free Reformed Churches in South Africa we were able to have regular contact and 

support their work of theological training. On several occasions they have expressed 5 

their thankfulness for the support we are able to provide.    

6. Publications and other documents 

Some information regarding the support for theology students in South Africa was 

published in the From the Churches in the Una Sancta in June 2020. Two students are 

planning to study in Hamilton at the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary in 2020 10 

and a further 6 students are busy with language and preparatory studies.  

Two letters were sent to FRCA consistories updating them on the financial targets, 

funds collected and other related details of support. These were sent on 1st March 

2019 and 5th May 2020.  

7. Recommendation 15 

1. To continue sister relations with the FRCSA according to the established rules.  

2. To appoint the Deputies Auditor for Synod Treasurer to audit the financial 
records of the support provided and report to the next Synod.  

3. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and to appoint new deputies 
with the mandate to:  20 

a) maintain the sister church relations according to the adopted rules;  

b) send two delegates to the next FRCSA synod when it is convened;  

c) coordinate responses to any requests for support from Deputies Curators 
of the Free Reformed Churches in South Africa and to involve the local 
congregations of the FRCA as appropriate; and  25 

d) keep the members of the FRCA informed regarding the support provided, 
both directly to consistories as well as to the broader membership via Una 
Sancta.  

Grounds  

1. The FRCSA give evidence of continuing faithfulness to the Word of God, 30 
maintaining the Reformed Confessions and Church Order.  

2. Visits to South Africa have proven to be very beneficial in terms of mutual 
support and encouragement.  

3. Our South African churches, in addition to their own contributions, request 
ongoing financial support for theological training. Such support should be 35 
coordinated, the churches kept informed and financial accountability maintained.   
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Kosin Presbyterian Church of Korea 

1. Introduction 

The Free Reformed Churches of Australia entered into a sister church relation with the 
Kosin Presbyterian Church of Korea (KPCK) by a decision of Synod Albany 1975 
(Article 82). 5 

2. Brief description 

Location  South Korea 

Origin(s) Established in 1952, separating from the 

Presbyterian Church of Korea 

Confessional Documents Westminster Standards 

Number of churches & church plants Approximately 2500 

Membership numbers Approximately 500,000 members 

Assemblies, number, frequency Sessions Unknown Unknown 

Presbyteries 53 Unknown 

General Assembly 1 Annually 

Training of Theological Students Kosin Theological Seminary, Cheonan 

Website http://www.kosin.org/ 

3. History and context to the relationship 

At the 6th synod of the FRCA, namely Synod Armadale 1966, there was a proposal 

from the church at Armadale to enter into correspondence with the KPCK. After a 

period of 9 years of correspondence and getting to know each other, the FRCA offered 10 

the KPCK a sister church relationship. Rev SG Hur of the KPCK and also a professor 

at their theological seminary, served as Minister of the Word in Armadale from 1978-

1980 and in Kelmscott from 1981 to 1987. He then returned to Korea and became 

President of the seminary for 10 years before being declared emeritus-professor. 

The KPCK has spawned three separate daughter church federations in other 15 

countries, namely: North America, Europe and Oceania. These three federations form 

the first group with whom they have church relations. The Korean Presbyterian 

Churches Oceania have churches in Australia including 3 churches in Perth with 

similar numbers in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane. 

The second group of church relations are other bonds of churches with whom they 20 

have theological unity and relatively close contact. These include: The Christian 

Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, The Canadian and American Reformed 

Churches, The Free Reformed Churches of Australia, The Presbyterian Church in 

America and The Reformed Churches in the Netherlands - Liberated (RCN). The third 

group of church relations are those not as close but they may cooperate in mission. 25 
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These include: The Orthodox Presbyterian Church, The Reformed Church in Japan, 

The Free Reformed Churches in South Africa, Korean American Presbyterian Church, 

Union Nationale des Eglises Protestantes Reformees Evangeliques de France, The 

Korean Church in Japan, The Reformed Presbyterian Church - North East India, 

Japan Alliance, Taiwan Reformation Presbyterian Association and Chinese 5 

Philadelphia Church. 

The Korea Theological Seminary (KTS) in Cheonan, South Korea, is the seminary of 

the Kosin churches established in 1946. This is where Rev SG Hur taught as a 

professor and strongly influenced its commitment to the Reformed faith. This influence 

and desire to remain and grow in reformed Scriptural directions is still evident, also 10 

among many of its graduates and ministers within the bond. The KTS is run by a 

Board which also oversees the Kosin Global University 

(https://center.kosin.ac.kr/english/), although both institutions are managed separately.  

The Kosin churches have a very strong focus on evangelisation and mission. Many of 

the ministers have been involved in a church plant and establishing a new church in a 15 

particular suburb or locality in Korea. Many have grown to over 50 or 100 members in 

10 yearsô time and are reasonably well established in the local communities. 

The Kosin churches support the Korea Presbyterian Mission (KPM) located in 

Daejeon, South Korea. The KPM was established in 1955 to organise and train 

missionaries; currently there are over 500 missionaries active in over 50 countries 20 

internationally, primarily in Asia but also in the Middle East and Africa. Within Australia 

there is currently one mission church in Perth and one in Brisbane. 

4. Decision and mandate 

Synod Bunbury 2018 made the following decision regarding the KPCK and the 
mandate to deputies: 25 

Article 49 - Kosin Presbyterian Church of Korea  

II.  Decision  

1. To continue sister-church relations with the KPCK according to the 
established rules.  

2. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and to appoint new 30 
deputies with the mandate to:  

a. maintain the sister church relations according to the adopted rules;  

b. send two delegates, including (if possible) one Korean speaking 
delegate, to the KPCK General Assembly in 2019; and  

c. further investigate the members of our sister churches living in the 35 
Perth metro area, with a view to improving contact and cooperation 
with them.  
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Grounds  

1. The Kosin Presbyterian Church of Korea shows faithfulness to the Word of God, 
maintaining the Reformed Confessions.  

2. The inclusion of a Korean speaking delegate has proved beneficial. 

5. Execution of Mandate 5 

5a.  Activities and actions undertaken 

Upon receiving an invite, two delegates brothers H Terpstra and B Veenendaal 

attended the KPCK General Assembly 2019 held on 17-19 September 2019. (Note: 

We couldnôt find a Korean-speaking person who could go as a delegate.) There were 

517 Korean delegates in addition to visitors that assembled in the auditorium of the 10 

Kosin Theological Seminary in Cheonan. Our two delegates, who are unfamiliar with 

the Korean language, were able to download an app that uses the phone camera to 

translate Korean to English. This was particularly helpful in following the material 

presented to the GA. 

Although much of the GA agenda was spent on administrative matters, they did deal 15 

with relations with churches including the current process of unification with the 

Soonjang Presbyterian Church of Korea. They continued church relations with the 

FRCA in the second group (see Section 3 for explanation of church relation groups) for 

which we are thankful. Although they are concerned with the directions of the RCN, the 

GA had a proposal, without any reasons or grounds, to move them from group 2 to 20 

group 3 churches. We had an influence in an amendment which called for more 

interaction with the RCN and create more awareness among the KPCK before making 

a final decision in 2 yearsô time. This was agreed to by the GA.  

The most controversial issue was concerning whether or not the church can make 

political proclamations. The decision was to make a once-off proclamation concerning 25 

homosexuality and freedom for schools since many families of the church are 

confronted with and affected by this secular agenda. 

Among the mission work of the KPCK is a mission church in Perth, led by Rev Hun C. 

Chung.  Contact with this mission church has been maintained by Rev 't Hart, who has 

also been asked to preach there on a few occasions. Most of the people in this small 30 

congregation are Korean and it is anticipated that, under the blessing of the Lord, they 

will become a part of the Korean Presbyterian Church in Oceania, a sister bond of 

churches of the KPCK.   Although our mandate from Synod Bunbury was to " further 

investigate the members of our sister churches living in the Perth metro area, with a 

view to improving contact and cooperation with them" we did not go beyond the KPCK 35 

mission church in our contacts, since the Korean Presbyterian Church in Oceania is 

not our sister church but rather a daughter/sister church federation of the KPCK.  

We did, however, meet representatives from the Oceania federation (from Sydney) 

through whom we could get some perspective into Korean Presbyterian (Kosin) 

Churches that exist in our own country. Apparently, there are 3 Korean Presbyterian 40 



39 

Churches in the Perth region and similar numbers in Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and 

Brisbane. 

5b.  Discussion and concluding remarks 

The KPCK is a very large bond of churches with a strong history through several 

reformations. There are many challenges that they face, both in standing united with 5 

many churches in faithfulness to our Heavenly Father, and also, in standing united to 

face the secular culture of this world.  

Aspects for us to consider in the relationship include: 

a) The KPCK is a very diverse bond of many churches, but there is a strong group 

of professors and ministers who want to maintain and promote a strong 10 
commitment to the Reformed faith. 

b) From the Korean side, they would like to maintain fellowship with us as a faithful 

reformed bond of churches who can support them in their commitment to the 

Reformed faith. 

c) There are many struggles as church living within a secular and worldly 15 
environment that we face in common, for example, the homosexual and 

transgender push in schools, communities and families. 

d) There is a mission church in Perth and others in Australia. Hence, we have our 

sister churches working in our vicinity. Although the mission church uses Korean 

as its primary language, there are increasing pressures to utilise English as they 20 
become more established. There could be a role for us here in future. 

e) Through our relationship with the KPCK, we have become more aware of Korean 

presbyterian churches in our own country including 3 churches in Perth that 

belong to the Presbyterian Church of Korea in Oceania. If our churches through 

our next synod so desire, the mandate of deputies could be extended to glean 25 
further information about these churches on our doorstep. 

6. Publications and other documents 

A report of deputiesô visit to the September 2019 GA was published in the Una Sancta 

for the benefit of FRCA members. Further information on the history of the Korean 

churches can be found in Hur (2006). 30 

Hur, S.G. 2006. The Church Preserved Through Fires: A history of the Presbyterian 

Church in Korea. Inheritance Publications, Neerlandia, Alberta, Canada. 

Veenendaal, B. and H. Terpstra. 2020. A Snapshot of Korean Life. Part 1: Una Sancta 

67:2 22 February 2020, Part2: Una Sancta 67:3 7 March 2020. 

7. Recommendation 35 

1. To continue sister-church relations with the KPCK according to the established 
rules.  
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2. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and to appoint new deputies 
with the mandate to:  

a. maintain the sister church relations according to the adopted rules;  

b. send two delegates to the KPCK General Assembly in 2022; and 

c. continue contact with the KPCK mission undertaken locally in Australia, 5 
offering support where feasible and appropriate. 

Grounds  

1. The Kosin Presbyterian Church of Korea shows faithfulness to the Word of God, 
maintaining the Reformed Confessions. 

2. Contact with mission work of the KPCK in our locality is a meaningful way to 10 
mutually assist and encourage one another in keeping with the Rules for 
Exercising Sister Church Relations. 
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First Evangelical Reformed Church of Singapore (FERC) 

1.  Introduction  

The Free Reformed Churches of Australia extended an offer of a sister church 
relationship with the First Evangelical Reformed Church of Singapore by a decision of 
Synod Baldivis 2015 (Article 58). This offer was accepted by the FERC in 5 
correspondence dated 19 October 2015. 

2.  Brief Description 

Location  Singapore 

Origin(s) Started as a youth group in 1962 as a small 
group of students looking to the Christian 
faith. Instituted in January 1982. 

Confessional Documents Three Ecumenical Creeds  
Three Forms of Unity 

Number of churches & church plants 1 

Membership numbers 358 members (as at 31 May 2019) 

Assemblies, number, frequency Consistory 1 monthly 

Training of Theological Students No affiliation with any Theological 
Seminaries. One of their members is 
studying at Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary. 

Website https://ferc.org.sg/ 

3.  History and context of the relationship 

The FERC had its beginnings in the 1960s as a small group of high school students 
looking to the Christian faith instead of the pagan faiths of their Chinese parents. Many 10 
divergent views brought them through a Baptist, Arminian, and a liberal Presbyterian 
phase and finally to the Reformed faith of salvation by grace alone. In their formative 
years as a Reformed church they were greatly assisted by the Protestant Reformed 
Church of North America (PRCNA). 

The FERC has for many years worked tirelessly to nurture a good understanding of 15 
the blessings of the Gospel of grace as confessed and embraced in the great 
reformation and as defined in the Three Forms of Unity. The sister church relationship 
with the PRNCA ended in June 2007 in the midst of a controversy concerning the 
biblical teaching of divorce and remarriage. 

The FERC of Singapore is not part of a church federation, and although small, does 20 
continue to support their small sister church in Penang, a church that is the fruit of the 
FERC's mission work. 

2012 Synod Armadale accepted a proposal from the FRC Busselton to appoint 
deputies to take up contact with the FERCS (as it was known then) on behalf 
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of FRCA, explore the feasibility of a sister church relationship and present a 
report to Synod 2015. (Article 22) 

2015 Extended an offer of a sister church relationship, with that relationship to take 
effect from the date of written acceptance by FERC. (Article 58) 

2015  Letter of acceptance received by deputies 19 October 2015.    5 

4.  Decision and mandate 

Synod Bunbury 2018 (article 106) decided the following with respect to the First 
Evangelical Reformed Church of Singapore (FERC). 

Decision: 

1. To continue sister church relations with the FERC of Singapore according to the 10 
established rules.  

2. To note their new relationship with the Covenant Grace Church of Penang, a 
small instituted church that is the result of years of their mission work.  

3. To accept the agreement made between our respective deputies which 
addresses the unique way that a sister church relationship with a single church 15 
can function: 

a. It is not always feasible, nor is it always necessary to attend each otherôs 
regular meetings;  

b. When the FERC is deliberating important matters such as (1) external 
relationships with other churches, (2) doctrinal and (3) liturgical issues, the 20 
FERC will inform FRCA; 

c. The FERC will send a copy of its annual reports; 

d. The FERC will update FRCA on any important issues every 6 months if 
needed; and 

e. The FERC will invite delegates when there is a special event in the Church. 25 

4. To discharge the deputies, thank them for their work and appoint new deputies 
with the mandate to:  

a. Visit the FERC of Singapore two times in the next three years in order to 
continue to learn more about them and strengthen our relationship; 

b. Give timely reports concerning the FERC of Singapore to members of the 30 
FRCA; 

c. Promote increased familiarisation of the memberships of the FRCA and the 
FERC by way of exchange of speakers where the opportunity arises, and 
good communication concerning events that might be of interest for one 
anotherôs members to attend and participate in;  35 

d. Offer assistance to the FERC of Singapore where requested and feasible; 

e. Invite delegates of the FERC of Singapore to our next Synod; and 
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f. Liaise with their respective counterparts in the Canadian Reformed 
Churches concerning the mutual benefits of a sister church relationship 
with the FERC. 

Grounds: 

1. The FERC of Singapore gives evidence of continuing faithfulness to the 5 
Word of God.  

2.  The existing rules for exercising sister relations do not prohibit a sister 
church relationship with a single church, but there are elements in the 
exercise of this relationship that need to reflect its unique aspects.  

3. The FERC of Singapore is a single congregation, has an official bond with 10 
only one other church (which also relies on their support), and they can 
benefit from continued assistance from time to time, and from the 
resources the Lord has given us.  

4.  Visits to Singapore and their visits to us have proven beneficial in terms of 
mutual support and encouragement.   15 

5.  Summary Execution of Mandate 

While visiting the FERC of Singapore in July/August 2019, opportunity existed for many 
discussions that centered around the topics that formed a part of the speaking / lecture 
tour by Dr Joel Beeke.  

In general, we appreciated the messages given and the discussions we could have on 20 
topics such as godliness among church leaders, preaching, marriage, Christian family 
life, family worship and the centrality of the message of the gospel. Through all this it 
can be seen that the FERC of Singapore is certainly striving to be and to remain a 
Reformed Church of our Lord Jesus Christ in Singapore.  

Delegates were able to meet with brothers from the FERC to discuss our sister church 25 
relationship and church life within the FERC. Here we were able to discuss: 

1. The uniqueness of our relationship; 

2. What the leadership looks like within the FERC: Comprising of 1 pastor, 5 elders 
and 7 deacons. The leadership is very busy in preaching and especially in 
teaching. Further the FERC is sponsoring a theological student who was pursuing 30 
his degree with the Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary.  

3. Worship services are conducted twice each Sunday, as well as covenant 
instruction for the entire congregation. 

4. The FERC has a very active church life, both in giving teaching to the members 
as well as reaching out to others in the community. This has been blessed with 35 
numerical and spiritual growth.  

5. In addition to the regular English services, there is also an ongoing Chinese 
ministry, and each Lordôs Day, the gospel is preached in Mandarin. 

6. The FERC has been busy in Mission, and considers the call to mission to be 
integral to their identity as a church of our Lord Jesus Christ. The FERC is eager 40 
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to explore ways to partner with the FRCA in the area of mission in South East Asia.  

This meeting was conducted in an atmosphere of brotherly love and support. 

6.  Execution of Mandate 

a. Visit the FERC of Singapore two times in the next three years in order to 
continue to learn more about them and strengthen our relationship. 5 

A visit was made to Singapore from July 31 - August 3, 2019.  It was decided to 
make the visit at this time since it coincided with a major event hosted, in part by 
the FERC, a series of lectures by Dr. Joel Beeke of the Puritian Reformed 
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Visiting Singapore at this time 
gave us better insight into how, and with whom, the FERC interacts with other 10 
churches of a Reformed persuasion in Singapore and other parts of Asia.  A 
meeting was also held with the FERC brethren to discuss our sister-church 
relationship. 

A second visit was planned for June 2020. This was to coincide with the FERC 
annual church camp. Due to the onset of the Coronavirus pandemic, however, this 15 
annual church camp had to be cancelled, as was the deputies' visit that had been 
planned. 

b. Give timely reports concerning the FERC of Singapore to members of the 
FRCA. 

Although a limited amount of reporting was made through (eg) church bulletins, 20 
your deputies' inability to complete their mandate in the manner planned also 
meant that we were unable to report as extensively as we had hoped. 

c. Promote increased familiarisation of the memberships of the FRCA and the 
FERC by way of exchange of speakers where the opportunity arises, and 
good communication concerning events that might be of interest for one 25 
anotherôs members to attend and participate in. 

i. The FERC invited members of the FRCA to the various conferences and 
church camps they hosted; the deputies passed these invitations on, chiefly 
by way of local church bulletins.   

ii. The deputies gave occasional reminders to organisers of events in Australia 30 
and some invitations were extended to members of FERC for various 
events.  One of those events was the FRCA ministers & wives conference; 
Rev. Nam Tuck Chong did attend this conference, and also preached in one 
of our churches. 

d. Offer assistance to the FERC of Singapore where requested and feasible. 35 

The FERC requested some assistance with pulpit supply and a number of 
ministers of the FRCA were found willing and able to preach there.  Plans were 
also in place for Rev. 't Hart to speak at the 2020 Church Camp as well as preach 
and possibly visit their sister church in Penang, but this had to be cancelled. 

In addition to this, the FERC requested assistance with conducting a Colloquium 40 
Doctum for Pastor Mark Chen with a view to calling him as their second minister.  
At that time Rev. Chen was pastoring the Covenant Bible Presbyterian Church in 
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Attadale, Western Australia.  Dr. W. Bredenhof of Launceston was able to provide 
this assistance and the Colloquium was held in February 2020. Dr Bredenhof 
reported to us that the Colloquium was thorough, lasting over four hours, and 
included questions of both a theological and practical/pastoral nature.  Potential 
points of difference were discussed and answered appropriately.  Subsequent to 5 
this Colloquium, Rev. Chen was called and he and his family moved to Singapore 
in September 2020. 

Meanwhile the church of which Rev. Chen had been a pastor experienced 
difficulties, which led to a substantial number of members, including office bearers, 
withdrawing from them.  This Covenant Bible Presbyterian Church has no formal 10 
relationship with other churches and so they reached out to the FERC for help, 
who in turn encouraged them to seek help from the FRCA.  The FRC Consistory 
of the neighbouring congregation in Melville agreed to investigate and make 
contact with this church.  They subsequently agreed to coordinate and oversee 
any support given and since then some ministers of the FRCA have assisted with 15 
proclaiming God's Word to the members of this church community.   Although this 
development is outside the mandate and jurisdiction of the deputies, we bring it to 
your attention since it is a practical result stemming from our sister relationship 
with the FERC. 

e. Invite delegates of the FERC of Singapore to our next Synod. 20 

An invitation to attend Synod 2021 will indeed be extended in due time. Due to 
current and expected travel restrictions, this invitation will include a request to 
address Synod via electronic recorded electronic means if travel is not possible.  

f. Liaise with their respective counterparts in the Canadian Reformed 
Churches concerning the mutual benefits of a sister church relationship with 25 
the FERC.  

There has been no request to assist the FERC with respect to developing closer 
ties with the CanRC, and we have not heard of formal talks being underway. This 
has not been further discussed with the brothers of the FERC. 

7.  Concluding remarks: 30 

While much was accomplished, the work of deputies stalled in 2020 due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  It was envisaged that, with more time and a greater sense of 
familiarity between us, we would have more substantial discussions when meeting with 
them in mid 2020.  This, of course, was not possible, and so we were not able to be as 
thorough in fulfilling our mandate as expected.  Nevertheless good contact continued 35 
between the deputies and FERC over the past three years and our relationship could 
deepen.   

Deputies conclude that The FERC of Singapore is faithful to the Lord of the Church, 
submits to His Word as the rule for all of life, and is zealous to carry out the churchôs 
calling to bring the gospel to a fallen world. Our sister relationship is both cherished 40 
and meaningful, and has experienced the blessing of the Lord. 

8.  Recommendation: 

1. Continue the sister church relationship with the FERC of Singapore according to 
the established rules;  
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2. Continue to accept the agreement made which addresses the unique way that a 
sister church relationship with a single church can function: 

a. It is not always feasible, nor is it always necessary to attend each otherôs 
meetings; 

b. When the FERC is deliberating important matters such as (1) external 5 
relationships with other churches, (2) doctrinal and (3) liturgical issues, the 
FERC will inform the FRCA; 

c. The FERC will send a copy of its annual reports; 

d. The FERC will update the FRCA on any important issues every 6 months if 
needed; and  10 

e. The FERC will invite delegates when there is a special event in the Church. 

3. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and appoint new deputies with 
the mandate to: 

a. Visit the FERC of Singapore two times in the next three years to continue 
to strengthen our relationship; 15 

b. Give timely reports concerning the FERC of Singapore to members of the 
FRCA; 

c. Promote increased familiarisation of the memberships of the FRCA and the 
FERC by way of exchange speakers where the opportunity arises, and 
good communication concerning events that might be of interest for one 20 
anotherôs members to attend and participate in; 

d. Offer assistance to the FERC of Singapore where requested and feasible; 

e. Invite delegates of the FERC of Singapore to our next Synod. 

Grounds:  

1. The FERC of Singapore gives evidence of continuing faithfulness to the Word of 25 
God. 

2. The existing rules for exercising sister relations do not prohibit a sister church 
relationship with a single church, but there are elements in the exercise of this 
relationship that need to reflect its unique aspects. 

3. The FERC of Singapore is a single congregation, has an official bond with only 30 
one other church, and may be able to benefit from assistance from time to time, 
and from the resources the Lord has given us. 

4. Visits to Singapore and their visits to us have proven beneficial in terms of 
mutual support and encouragement.   
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Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC) 

1.  Introduction 

Synod Bunbury 2018 made a number of changes to the mandate received by deputies 
at the previous Synod. These included removing a separate, specific mandate to stay 
informed of the CanRCôs sister church developments in North America (URCNA, OPC, 5 
RCUS, and ERQ), as well as removing the mandate to liaise with CanRC deputies in 
connection with developments concerning the RCN. A new clause was adopted in 
which questions expressed in the deputies report concerning the Blessings Christian 
Church were deemed of sufficient concern to be monitored in the inter-synodical 
period. 10 

2.  Brief Description of Church Details 

Location  Mostly in Canada, four churches in the U.S. 

Origin(s) Mostly RCN immigrants after World War II 

Confessional Documents Three Ecumenical Creeds 
Three Forms of Unity 

Number of churches & church plants 62 churches & 4 formal church plants 

Membership numbers 19319 members of whom 11,473 are 
communicant 

Assemblies, number, frequency Consistory/ 
Council 

62 Monthly 

Classis 8 Quarterly 

Regional Synod 2 Annually 

General Synod 1 Triennially 

Training of Theological Students Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary 

Website www.canrc.org 

3.  History of the Relationship 

Correspondence with the Canadian Reformed Churches was officially initiated at 
Synod Armadale 1954, while a sister church relationship with the CanRC was 
established at Synod Albany 1959.  15 

Given the decision taken at Synod Bunbury 2018 to terminate our sister relationship 
with the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (RCN), our relationship with the 
CanRC is now the oldest sister church relationship held by the FRCA. Our bond with 
the CanRC has historically been very close, involving significant interaction between 
our churches both in an official capacity as well as informally between our members. 20 
The FRCA has long used the Canadian Book of Praise for worship services over the 
years, also having been given an opportunity to contribute input to the Standing 
Committee for the Book of Praise. With the institution of the Canadian Reformed 
Theological Seminary (CRTS) in 1969, FRCA involvement has included both 

about:blank
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contributing financially as well as sending students to study in Hamilton. Both churches 
have been active in calling each otherôs ministers, while travel between members of 
the two federations has been extensive. Members of the FRCA have also benefited 
over time from the printed resources produced in the CanRC, as well as the services 
of retired ministers. While the continued coordination and cooperation between our 5 
respective federations has been mutually beneficial, it can be stated unequivocally that 
especially for the FRCA our relationship with the Canadian sister churches has been 
and continues to be a great blessing. 

4.  Decision and Mandate 

Synod Bunbury 2018 (Art.47) decided the following with respect to the CanRC: 10 

Decision 

1. To continue sister church relations with the CanRC according to the established 
rules. 

2. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and to appoint new deputies 
with the mandate to: 15 

a. monitor developments within the CanRC for mutual benefit according to the 
established rules and keep the churches informed; 

b. monitor developments within the CanRC in relation to the Blessings 
Christian Church in line with the questions expressed in the deputies 
report; 20 

c. stay informed on the developments concerning discussions between the 
CanRC and the URCNA; and 

d. send two delegates to the next CanRC General Synod scheduled in 
Edmonton-Immanuel during May 2019. 

Grounds 25 

1. The Canadian Reformed Churches give evidence of continuing faithfulness to 
the Word of God, maintaining the Reformed Confessions and Church Order. 

2. We need to foster mutual understanding and support regarding matters that our 
respective federations face, including their sister church relations in North 
America. 30 

3. We value our bond with the Canadian Reformed Churches and the personal 
contact at the synodical level, which reinforces our contact with them. 

5.  Execution of Mandate  

Mandate (d): Send two delegates to the next CanRC General Synod scheduled in 
Edmonton-Immanuel during May 2019. 35 

Rev.Pot and Rev.Alkema were able to attend Synod Edmonton (14-23 May, 2019). As 
deputies from a sister-church we were given the opportunity to sit in on various 
advisory committee meetings, to deliver an official address to Synod, and had the 
privilege of the floor. As deputies we also set aside time to organise an informal 
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meeting with Rev.Leo de Vos of the RCNZ, addressing a number of issues relating to 
the functioning of that sister church relationship. 

i.  Decisions on interchurch relations 

A number of decisions were made by Synod concerning relationships with 
churches in North America and abroad. In the North American context, existing 5 
sister church relationships with the URCNA, RCUS (Reformed Church in the 
United States), OPC (Orthodox Presbyterian Church) and ERQ (Reformed 
Church of Quebec) were continued. Invitations extended by the FRCNA (Free 
Reformed Churches of North America) and the HRC (Heritage Reformed 
Congregations) to enter into Level One correspondence with the CanRC were 10 
adopted.  

A significant development at Synod Edmonton with respect to inter-church 
relations abroad was the decision to discontinue the relationship of ecclesiastical 
fellowship (EF) with the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (RCN), since 
these churches approve of developments contrary to the Lordôs instruction in His 15 
Word. A letter was drafted and adopted by Synod to be presented at the next 
RCN Synod. The decision was also made to send this letter to all churches in the 
RCN. With respect to the DGK and GKN in the Netherlands, Synod Edmonton 
decided to continue to maintain contact with these small federations. Synod 
Edmonton made a number of decisions with respect to Reformed church 20 
federations in Indonesia, entering into Ecclesiastical Fellowship (EF) not only 
with the GGRI-Papua and GGRI-Kalimantan Barat (cf. the FRCA decision of 
Synod Armadale 2012, Art. 86), but also with the Reformed Calvinist Churches in 
Indonesia (GGRC).  

ii. Other decisions 25 

Several further decisions taken by Synod are worth noting. First of all, with 
respect to the Canadian Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS), Synod 
approved the retirement of Dr.G.H.Visscher, expressing gratitude for his fruitful 
years of service as professor of New Testament. Dr.William (Jr) den Hollander, 
minister in the CanRC Langley was appointed the new profession of New 30 
Testament at the CRTS.  

Secondly, Synod Edmonton made a number of recommendations concerning the 
Book of Praise. In connection with the Psalms, Synod decided to seek input from 
the churches as to which non-Genevan renditions could be added to enhance 
the Psalm section, and to compile a list of additional Psalm renditions for 35 
possible inclusion. With respect to the Hymns, Synod decided to seek input from 
the churches concerning additional and replacement hymns. This request came 
with an understanding that General Synod Chatham (2004) made the decision to 
set a limit for the number of hymns included in the Book of Praise, and that this 
should not exceed 100. Synodôs decisions with respect to the Psalms and 40 
Hymns also requested that the Standing Committee for the Book of Praise 
submit an explanatory report 18 months before the next General Synod so that 
prospective Psalms and Hymns could be tested in the churches with the aim of 
giving informed feedback to the next general synod. These decisions specify that 
the Trinity Psalter-Hymnal (the book of worship recently and jointly produced by 45 
the URCNA and OPC) would be used as a primary source.  The Standing 
Committee was also mandated to explore an online version and a 4 part 
harmony version of the Book of Praise.   
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Other items of note included a decision to revise the Lord's Supper form "by 
replacing gender specific pronouns intended to include both genders with 
pronouns that overtly include both genders where it is appropriate", and a 
change so that seminary students may now speak an edifying word in the 
churches following their second year (previously: third year) of training at the 5 
seminary.  Several personal appeals were dealt with, which demonstrated both 
that Art 31 CO is functioning in the CanRC, and also that the consistories of the 
CanRC are busy with the faithful exercise of church discipline. 

Mandate (a): Monitor developments within the CanRC for mutual benefit 
according to the established rules and keep the churches informed 10 

A number of significant discussions are taking place within the CanRC and are 
reflective of the fact that some members and churches within the CanRC feel certain 
current practices can (or should) be re-examined and re-evaluated. Deputies note that 
these discussions have arisen in part as a result of the CanRC seeking to reach out 
effectively to their communities with the gospel message and to have an impact on 15 
their surroundings. Also, with the increase in church plants within the CanRC in recent 
years has come the desire for flexibility in worship practices. 

A number of areas of discussion have surfaced: 

i)  Whether the Book of Praise is to be the only approved book of worship for 
the CanRC.   20 

Among some of the churches in Canada a level of unhappiness with the Book of 
Praise exists. This sentiment has been expressed in a number of letters from 
various churches supporting the use of the Psalms and Hymns of the Trinity 
Psalter-Hymnal for use in public worship (in addition to the adopted Book of 
Praise). In the West, overtures along these lines were passed on to Synod 25 
Edmonton via Regional Synod West 2018. In the East, similar letters and 
overtures were dealt with but denied by Regional Synod East 2018, which led a 
number of churches to appeal that decision to Synod Edmonton. 

Hamilton-Blessings appealed to Synod Edmonton the decision of RSE Nov.2018 
to deny the overture to amend article 55 of the Church Order to read: The 150 30 
psalms shall have the principal place in public worship. The metrical psalms and 
hymns adopted by General Synod, as well as songs approved by consistory that 
faithfully reflect the teaching of the Scripture as expressed in the Three Forms of 
Unity, shall be sung in public worship.ò Hamilton-Blessingôs appeal mentioned an 
apparent lack of hymns commemorating Christôs birth and death, and outlined 35 
the practice in some churches of Classis Central Ontario of convening Christmas 
and Good Friday programs instead of worship services in order to be able to 
avoid the church orderôs requirement that only psalms and hymns from the Book 
of Praise are to be used in worship. 

Although Synod Edmonton denied the appeal of Hamilton-Blessings, 40 
Consideration 4.9 of the synod decision is worth quoting: 

ñThe addition of only 19 new hymns between 2001 and 2013 as indicated 
by Hamilton Blessings is indeed a pace that is not satisfactory for various 
churches in our federation. However, this does not by definition suggest a 
need to change the Church Order. Rather, thought could be given to 45 
creative ways to address the needs expressed by the churches within the 
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parameters of Article 55, which until now has proven to work well for the 
churches.ò (Acts of Synod Edmonton, p.124.) 

More recently, in response to an overture from Classis Central Ontario, Regional 
Synod East (RSE) adopted the following as part of its overture to the next 
General Synod: ñthat General Synod 2022 (Guelph) remove the limit of 100 5 
hymns for inclusion in the Book of Praise as set in place by General Synod 2004 
(Chatham).ò (Press Release: Regional Synod East, November 11th, 2020) 

ii)  Other areas of discussion 

In addition to the above matter, the following topics have also been the subject of 
discussion:  the question of confessional membership, guests at the Lordôs 10 
Supper, and whether or not only ministers of sister churches may be permitted to 
preach on CanRC pulpits or whether it is possible for allowances to be made in 
certain instances for others. Some of these discussions are reported further in 
the next section of this report (c.f. mandate b). 

Mandate (b): Monitor developments within the CanRC in relation to the 15 
Blessings Christian Church in line with the questions expressed in the deputies 
report 

The Deputies Report to Synod Bunbury 2018 noted the following with respect to the 
Blessings Christian church: 

ñIn regards to the Blessings Christian Church, the deputies understand from 20 
classical documents, that Blessings recently removed themselves from one 
classis without mutual consent and joined a neighbouring classis (cf. Classis 
Ontario West, September 2017). Further, we note that Blessings Christian 
Church has no defined church boundary or catchment area, and additionally 
specifies its members to give evidence of commitment to mission/outreach. 25 
Deputies question how such developments function within the CanRC and 
whether they are consistent with the plain reading of the agreed Church Order.ò 
(Deputiesô Report, Part A, p.31). 

This report touched on the nature of concerns with respect to the Blessings Christian 
Church and also highlighted the preferred method employed in identifying concerns, 30 
namely by examining official documents. Deputies consider such a methodology to be 
preferable to anecdotal information, which is subject to misunderstanding and/or 
inaccuracies.  For that reason we have sought to fulfill the mandate to ñmonitor 
developments within the CanRC in relation to the Blessings Christian Church in line 
with the questions expressed in the deputies reportò by limiting ourselves to official 35 
discussions (e.g. in CanRC magazines) and in official CanRC decisions. Detailed 
references to specific articles and decisions taken at major assemblies since Synod 
Bunbury 2018 relating to the Blessings Christian Church can be found in Appendix A. 

Deputies also note that ministers within the CanRC have made an effort to 
constructively share and evaluate differing views on some of the matters identified as 40 
concerns in the deputies report. A óMissional Ecclesiology Forumô for ministers was 
organised for January 14th-15th, 2020 in an effort to provide ministers an opportunity to 
hear from one another in a brotherly manner, with the stated purpose of the forum 
being ñto build understanding and trustò. A number of topics were discussed, among 
them the óevolution of Canadian Reformed Church Ecclesiologyô (cf. the published 45 
speech by Dr.J.Visscher found in Diakonia, Vol.33, No.4, March 2020, pp.77-80), 
CanRC polity, what constitutes a missional church, receiving and integrating 
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newcomers, missional and covenantal preaching, as well as fencing the Lordôs table. 
Deputies see these efforts to openly discuss and debate together questions within the 
federation as very appropriate. 

Mandate (c): Stay informed on the developments concerning discussion 
between the CanRC and the URCNA  5 

A sister church relationship between the CanRC and URCNA has existed since Synod 
Neerlandia 2001. The early years of this relationship were characterised by concerted 
efforts by both federations to work towards federative unity, with both the CanRC and 
URCNA appointing committees to work through a number of joint issues (songbook, 
liturgical forms and confessions, church order, and theological education). Despite the 10 
initial enthusiasm, efforts at working towards federative unity on the part of the URCNA 
eased significantly, with hesitation concerning federative unity coming primarily from 
the American churches within the federation whose knowledge of and familiarity with 
the CanRC was minimal.  

Synod Dunnville 2016 mandated the CCU-C (Coordinators for the Committee of 15 
Church Unity) of the CanRC: 

a)  ñTo seek ways to facilitate the work of building unity on the local levels, as 
well as visiting   churches and classes of the URCNA, particularly in the 
United States; 

b)  To discuss with CERCU [Committee for Ecumenical Relations and Church 20 
Unity of the URCNA] how to make progress towards federative unity 
should Synod Wyoming [2016] mandate CERCU to pursue this.ò (Acts of 
Synod Edmonton, p.128, 2. Observations 2.1, 4.4). 

In a number of ways progress was made in the inter-synodical period: a variety of 
meetings were held in an effort to promote unity, concurrent classes meetings were 25 
organised in different parts of the country, and cooperation between churches 
continued at a local level. Yet in their report to Synod Edmonton, the CCU-C noted the 
following:  

ñSince Synod London 2010, every successive URCNA Synod has taken steam 
out of merger efforts: all committees were gradually dismissed, it was decided to 30 
work with the OPC on a common songbook rather than the CanRC, a decision 
was made to ótable indefinitelyô any encouragement for CERCU to move toward 
proposing to enter Phase 3A, and it was decided to have a breather of at least 
six years before CERCU makes a Phase 3A recommendation. It further notes: it 
is hard not to be discouraged by all these developments. And yet the 35 
coordinators are thankful that the less formal aspects of the unity pursuit 
continued to take steps forwardò (Acts of Synod Edmonton, p.129, 2.4).  

It appears that from the point of view of the URCNA, federative unity can only take 
place when the churches within their federation are enthusiastic about moving forward, 
with a recommendation coming from the churches themselves. In all likelihood, this 40 
suggests that the process of moving towards church unity will require much patience. 
Synod Edmonton therefore decided to consider the mandate of the CCU-C to have 
been completed and to not re-appoint the coordinators, the sub-committees and 
related committees. Responsibility for contact with the URCNA was moved to the 
broader committee of the CCCNA (Committee for Contact with Churches in North 45 
America). The present situation from the point of view of the CanRC is best expressed 
in Consideration 3.3 of the Acts of Synod Edmonton: ñSynod wishes to express that 
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the CanRC remain committed to the pursuit of unity with the United Reformed 
Churches and are looking forward to reengaging in this discussion when the URCNA is 
readyò (Acts of Synod Edmonton, p.132). 

6.  Concluding Remarks 

In monitoring the concerns raised with respect to the Blessings Christian Church, it 5 
became apparent to deputies that these developments are part of a larger dynamic 
within the CanRC in which various matters of church polity and liturgy are being 
robustly debated, and therefore a reference to a specific single church within the 
CanRC is neither necessary nor appropriate in a new mandate.  

It is encouraging to see that within our Canadian Reformed sister churches there is a 10 
desire to address the matters under discussion in an appropriate and church-orderly 
manner. While some of these matters are still being discussed and dealt with internally 
by minor assemblies within the CanRC, deputies consider that from the perspective of 
the FRCA this process should be respected. Yet as our existing rules governing sister 
church relationships include the stipulation that òThe churches shall mutually care for 15 
each other that they do not depart from the reformed faith in doctrine, church polity, 
discipline and liturgyò (Rule 2), deputies consider that a more general mandate is 
merited to ensure that the FRCA is kept well informed of any changes within the 
CanRC to the existing practices relating to church polity and liturgy. 

The Canadian Reformed Churches continue to demonstrate great faithfulness to 20 
Scripture and a desire to serve the Lord in a manner that is pleasing to Him. The 
relationship we have with this federation is a rich blessing to the FRCA in a multitude 
of ways, and we may be thankful for the effective functioning of this sister church 
relationship.  

7.  Recommendation 25 

Recommendation 

1. To continue sister church relations with the CanRC according to the established 
rules. 

2. To discharge deputies, thank them for their work and to appoint new deputies 
with the mandate to: 30 

a. monitor developments within the CanRC for mutual benefit according to the 
established rules and keep the churches informed; 

b. monitor and report to synod on developments within the CanRC in relation 
to areas of discussion about church polity and liturgy as mentioned in the 
deputiesô report; 35 

c. stay informed on the developments concerning the discussions between 
the CanRC and the URCNA; and 

d. send two delegates to the next CanRC General Synod scheduled for May 
2022 in Guelph-Emmanuel CanRC (Ontario). 
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Grounds 

1. The Canadian Reformed Churches give evidence of continuing faithfulness to 
the Word of God, maintaining the Reformed Confessions and Church Order. 

2. Deputies have identified areas of ongoing discussion within the CanRC that 
relate to church polity and liturgy, and rule #2 for sister church relations requires 5 
mutual care for each other in these areas. 

3. We need to foster mutual understanding and support regarding matters that our 
respective federations face, including their sister church relations in North 
America. 

4. We value our bond with the Canadian Reformed Churches and the personal 10 
contact at the synodical level, which reinforces our contact with them. 
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Appendix A 

i) Discussions in periodicals 

We note the extensive discussion which has taken place in the inter-synodical period 
in the pages of Clarion, where members within the CanRC have in a brotherly fashion 
debated the matters of concern mentioned in the deputiesô report.  Examples include 5 
the following: 

September 21st, 2018: 

B.DeJong: The Challenges of Being Reformed and Missional 

In this article, Dr.B.DeJong outlined the emphasis at Blessing Christian church of being 
focused on reaching out to the lost in the local community: of being missional in a 10 
manner that affects the practical workings of the church. He addressed the importance 
of the Church Order, and defended the invitation extended to a Baptist pastor to 
preach in a worship service in special and unique circumstances. He further discussed 
the decision ñof the Blessings leaders not to read the liturgical forms verbatim but to 
contextualize, crystalize, and sometimes abbreviate their contentò (p.512). 15 

 

September 21st, 2018 

J.Visscher: Interacting with Blessings  

In this article, Dr.J.Visscher responded with comments concerning the character of the 
church order, and described the nature of missional work in different cultural contexts. 20 
He outlined the wisdom of individual churches not moving forward on their own, but 
working cooperatively within the federation: ñshunning both the ways of rigid conformity 
and maverick independenceò (p.515). 

 

November 2nd, 2018 25 

In this edition of Clarion, Dr.J.VanVliet submitted a letter to the editor interacting with 
the previous articles written by Dr.B.DeJong and Dr.J.Visscher concerning the 
Blessings Christian Church. In this letter Dr.VanVliet took issue with two matters: 
admission of a minister from a non-sister church to a CanRC pulpit as well as the 
paraphrasing of forms from the Book of Praise. Dr.B.DeJongôs response to Dr.VanVliet 30 
defending these practices is also included in this edition of Clarion. 

 

January 11th, 2019 

S.vanLeeuwen: To Turn or Return: A Response to the Challenge of Being Reformed 
and Missional 35 

Rev.VanLeeuwen interacted with practices in the Blessings Church, expressing 
reservations about a ómissional turnô and suggesting that ñwhat we really need is an 
ecumenical return to the confessions that we love and cherishò (Clarion, Volume 68, 
No.1, p.14). This edition of the Clarion also included two letters to the editor 
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(Rev.P.K.A.DeBoer and Br.Richard Buist). These items were all addressed in a 
response from Dr.B.DeJong of the Blessings Christian Church in the same edition of 
Clarion. 

 

February 22nd, 2019 5 

J.VanVliet: Promoting Holiness and Hospitality: The Pulpit 

Dr.VanVliet in this article expanded on the discussion in the November 2nd, 2018 issue 
of Clarion in which the matter of opening up the pulpit to a Baptist minister at the 
Blessings Christian Church was addressed. His article was responded to by 
Dr.B.DeJong in the same issue. 10 

 

March 8th, 2019 

In this edition of Clarion, both Dr.VanVliet (Promoting Holiness and Hospitality: the 
Lordôs Supper) and Dr.B.DeJong (The Invitation to the Table) contributed articles 
concerning admissibility to the Lordôs Supper with each submitting a response to the 15 
otherôs article. 

 

March 22nd, 2019 

Two brothers in the CanRC submitted letters to the editor. One brother argued for the 
correct balance between the autonomy of the local church and cooperation between 20 
churches, while the other brother wrote in defence of practices followed in the 
Blessings Christian Church. 

 

August 23rd, 2019 

Blessings Worship Music Conference ï Besides reporting on the conference itself this 25 
edition of Clarion in a number of articles addressed the singability of the psalms, 
objections to psalm singing in the worship services, and the blessing of the psalms for 
worship. 

ii) Decisions of assemblies 

Decisions of the CanRC major assemblies held since Synod Bunbury 2018 include the 30 
following items relating to Blessings Christian Church: 

a) Proposal to change the questions at baptism/profession (revision of Synod 1983 
Art 145) 

At Synod Edmonton 2019, Hamilton-Blessings requested revision of the Synod 
Cloverdale 1983 decision, where the Form for Baptism and Profession of Faith 35 
were changed to make vows about "confessions" rather than "creeds", and 
requested a return to the original wording.  It was decided by Synod Edmonton 
not to accede to the request of Hamilton Blessings, stressing that this matter 
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concerning the churches in general needs to travel the ecclesiastical route 
through the minor assemblies (Acts of Synod Edmonton, Article 64, pp.53-55). 

This decision prompted the following responses from Hamilton-Blessings: 

ñ8.1.3.Blessings Christian Church is overturing Synod 2022, given the response 
of Synod 2019 (see General Synod Acts, Article 64) to its request for revision, to 5 
return to the original formulation in the questions for baptism and profession of 
faith services, re: óarticles of the Christian faithô and is appealing the decisions of 
Regional Synod East 2019 regarding guest ministers from non-sister churches 
(Acts, Article 11) and commemorative services (Acts, Article 10).ò (Press 
Release of Classis Central Ontario, March 13, 2020) 10 

ñNext Blessings submitted an overture to amend the questions in the liturgical 
forms for Baptism and Profession of Faith to restore the language to reference 
the Apostlesô Creed. The overture was unanimously adopted after discussion.ò 
(Press Release of Classis Central Ontario, June 5,2020)  

The overture adopted by Classis Central Ontario was not adopted at the 15 
subsequent Regional Synod East held on November 11th, 2020: 

ñAn overture from Classis Central Ontario ñto overture the 2022 General Synod 
to amend the questions in the liturgical Forms for the Baptism of Infants and 
Adults as well as the Form for the Public Profession of Faith by replacing the 
term ñconfessionsò with ñApostlesô Creedòò was not taken over by RSE.ò 20 

b)  Proposal to give local churches the liberty to decide which songs to sing in 
worship services 

The Press Release of Regional Synod East (November 14,2018) recorded a 
decision about ñan overture from Classis Central Ontario Sept 6ï7, 2018 
regarding changing Article 55 of the Church Order. The change would allow local 25 
consistories to independently decide what songs to sing in the worship services. 
The overture was not adopted.ò  

Hamilton-Blessings appealed this decision of RSE to General Synod Edmonton, 
but General Synod denied this appeal. 

c) Admission of ministers from non-sister churches to the pulpit 30 

The Press Releases of Classis Central Ontario (September 13, 2019 and 
October 10, 2019) reference the judgment of Classis with respect to the 
admission of ministers from non-sister churches to preach on the pulpit at 
Hamilton-Blessings: 

ñA proposal from Burlington-Rehoboth requesting Classis to make a judgement 35 
against a practice at Hamilton-Blessings and Ottawa-Jubilee to allow ministers 
from non-sister churches to preach on their pulpit is discussed. After a few 
rounds of discussion, a committee was appointed to report back to Classis when 
it reconvenes on October 10. A letter from the Canadian Reformed Church at 
Orangeville regarding certain practices at Blessings Christian Church and the 40 
position of Classis Central Ontario regarding these practices. A draft response 
was discussed and will be further discussed when Classis is reconvened on 
October 10.ò (September 13, 2019) 
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ñThe committee dealing with the Burlington-Rehoboth request presented its 
advisory report. After a number of rounds of discussion, the advisory committee 
met to revise its report and then presented its revised report which was adopted. 
Classis decided not to make a judgement against the practice of Hamilton-
Blessings and Ottawa-Jubilee to allow ministers from nonsister churches to 5 
preach on their pulpit. The draft reply to the church at Orangeville was 
discussed. The adopted letter will be sent.ò (October 10, 2019) 

Regional Synod East of November 13, 2019 subsequently sustained an appeal 
from Burlington-Rehoboth in relation to ñthe developing practice in Hamilton-
Blessings and Ottawa-Jubilee to allow ministers from non-sister churches to 10 
preach on their pulpitò.   The press release of Classis Central Ontario of March 
13, 2020 records that ñJubilee Canadian Reformed Church is appealing to 
General Synod 2022 the decision of Regional Synod East 2019 regarding guest 
ministers from non-sister churches (RSE 2019 Acts, Article 11).ñ 

d)  Interaction from the church of Orangeville about Blessings  15 

The Press Releases of Classis Central Ontario (September 13, 2019 and 
October 10, 2019) mention receipt of a letter from the Canadian Reformed 
Church at Orangeville ñregarding certain practices at Blessings Christian Church 
and the position of Classis Central Ontario regarding these practices.ò  This led 
to a submission from Orangeville to Regional Synod East of November 13, 2109: 20 
ñIn this letter Orangeville expressed some concerns it had regarding various 
practices in that classis that it considered as contrary to the adopted Church 
Order. Regional Synod judged the matter as not completed in the minor 
assemblies (Art. 30 CO).ò   

The decision of Classis Central Ontario of September 18, 2020 to declare a 25 
subsequent appeal from Orangeville inadmissible, was then successfully 
appealed by Orangeville at Regional Synod East of November 11, 2020.  This 
means that this interaction is as not yet completed in the minor assemblies.  The 
practices of concern are not specified in any of the press releases. 

  30 
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United Reformed Churches in North America (URCNA) 

1. Introduction 

In a letter dated, the 31st of January 2014, the Committee for Ecumenical Contact with 
Churches Abroad (CECCA) of the United Reformed Churches in North America, 
expressed an interest in exploring the possibility of entering into a relationship with the 5 
Free Reformed Churches of Australia (FRCA).  The letter went on to explain that the 
URCNA has two types of ecumenical relations:  one, ecclesiastical contact and, two, 
ecclesiastical fellowship.  The former is meant to lead to the latter. Further, the letter 
sought to receive information about the FRCA, listing a number of topics to consider; 
e.g. the authority and sufficiency of Scripture.  10 

2.  Brief description 

Location  Mostly (2/3) in United States of America, 1/3 
in Canada  

Origin(s) Formed in 1996, mostly former members of 
the Christian Reformed Church in North 
America ï including many Dutch immigrants 
after World War II 

Confessional Documents Three Ecumenical Creeds 
Three Forms of Unity 

Number of churches & church plants 125 churches & 20 church plants 

Membership numbers 24,000 members of whom 16,000 
communicant 

Assemblies, number, frequency Consistory/ 
Council 

124 Monthly 

Classis 8 Quarterly 

General Synod 1 Triennially 

Training of Theological Students Various Seminaries;  e.g.  MARS & WTS 

Website https://www.urcna.org  

3.  History of the Relationship 

On March 3rd 2014, the Deputies for Relations with Sister Churches (FRCA) informed 
the CECCA that their request would be forwarded to, and considered by, the local 
FRCA churches.   15 

During the Baldivis Synod 2015, the decision was taken to proceed with contacting the 
URCNA.  The deputies were requested to exchange information and recommend on 
how to proceed with this situation.   

In 2016, Br. P Witten attended the URCNA Synod Wyoming as a non-delegated synod 
observer.  He met with the CECCA and church details were exchanged.     20 

https://www.urcna.org/
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Synod Bunbury 2018 was requested to renew the mandate for deputies and issued the 
following mandate;  

4.  Decision and mandate 

1. To continue to liaise with the URCNA and to recommend to Synod 2021 whether 
to proceed in establishing a sister church relationship. 5 

2. To acknowledge the report submitted by the Deputies and thank them for their 
work.  

3. To discharge the deputies and to appoint new deputies with the mandate to: 

a. stay informed and monitor the discussions between the CanRC and the 
URCNA;  10 

b. continue discussions with the Committee for Ecumenical Contact with 
Churches Abroad (CECCA) of the URCNA;  

c. if invited send one delegate to URCNA Synod Wellandport Ontario in 2020; 
and  

d. submit a report of work completed, six months prior to the next synod.  15 

Grounds  

1. Synod Baldivis 2015, Article 39 gave grounds for establishing contact with the 
URCNA. 

2. This mandate is yet to be completed.  

3. Personal contact at a synodical level will enable the deputies to better fulfill their 20 
mandate and help the URCNA be better informed about the FRCA.   

5.  Execution of Mandate  

Report of Actions Undertaken  

In gathering the information for this report (see Appendix 1), the work of Rev. W. Den 
Hollander and Rev. J. Bouwers is acknowledged.  For the past twenty plus years, 25 
these two brothers have been working hard towards the goal of greater unity between 
the URCNA and the CanRC.  Through their work, we have gained a clearer 
perspective of those details which impact this report.    

Further, via regularly reading three magazines (Clarion, Christian Renewal and The 
Outlook) we have been able to obtain an insight into the URCNA, and also its 30 
relationship with the CanRC.  

Finally, the information available via the URCNA church website has been most 
helpful.  https://www.urcna.org 

https://www.urcna.org/
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Mandate & Answers 

1. To continue to liaise with the URCNA and to recommend to Synod 2021 

whether to proceed in establishing a sister church relationship. 

Deputies have had very limited contact with the URCNA and have prepared a 
recommendation; (see Recommendation)  5 

3.  To discharge the deputies and to appoint new deputies with the mandate 

to: 

a.  stay informed and monitor the discussions between the CanRC and 
the URCNA;  

These discussions have been delayed due to a six year moratorium, 10 
adopted by Synod Wyoming 2016.  

b.  continue discussions with the Committee for Ecumenical Contact 
with Churches Abroad (CECCA) of the URCNA;  

Aside from a letter of introduction, sent by Relations for Sister Churches to 
the CECCA in 2015, an unofficial visit to Synod Wyoming in 2016 and the 15 
visit by Br. G. Swets to Synod Bunbury 2018, no further discussions have 
occurred with CECCA.    

c.  send one delegate to URCNA Synod Wellandport Ontario in 2020;  

Due to the coronavirus, Synod Wellandport (Synod Redeemer) has been 
postponed until 2021, DV.  20 

6.  Recommendation:  

To update and renew the mandate regarding contact by the FRCA and URCNA as 
follows;  

1. To continue to liaise with the URCNA and to recommend to Synod 2024 whether 
to proceed in establishing a sister church relationship. 25 

2. To acknowledge the report submitted by the Deputies and thank them for their 
work.  

3. To discharge the deputies and to appoint new deputies with the mandate to: 

a. stay informed and monitor the discussions between the CanRC and the 
URCNA;  30 

b. continue discussions with the Committee for Ecumenical Contact with 
Churches Abroad (CECCA) of the URCNA;  

c. send one delegate to URCNA Synod Wellandport (Redeemer) Ontario in 
2021; and the Acts of Synod Albany 2021, subject to finances; 

d. submit a report of work completed, six months prior to the next FRCA 35 
Synod in 2024; 
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e. extend an invitation to the URCNA to send an observer to the next FRCA 
Synod in 2024. 

Grounds  

1. Due to circumstances beyond the control of deputies, the mandate issued by 
Synod Bunbury was not able to be completed.  5 

2. Discussion between the CanRC and URCNA will resume in 2022, following a six-
year moratorium issued by Synod Wyoming 2016.  

3. Deputies were unable to attend the URCNA Synod Wellandport (Redeemer) 
2020.  

4. The grounds issued by Synod Bunbury (Acts 63 Grounds 1,2,3) remain 10 
unchanged.    
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Appendix 1  

URCNA Report 2019  

Prepared for Deputies for Inter-church Relations Outside Australia  

Introduction:  

Synod Bunbury 2018 mandated deputies with the following five requests: 5 

i)  to continue to liaise with the URCNA and to recommend to Synod 2021 whether to 
proceed in establishing a sister church relationship,   

ii)  stay informed and monitor the discussions between the CanRC and the URCNA;  

iii)  to continue discussions with the Committee for Ecumenical Contact with Churches 
Abroad (CECCA) of the URCNA;  10 

iv)   send one delegate to URCNA Synod Wellandport in 2020; and   

v)   submit a report of work completed, six months prior to the next synod. 

In working to complete this mandate, and especially in view of presenting a future 
recommendation concerning a possible sister church relationship between the URCNA and 
the FRCA, this report begins with a brief description of the URCNA.          15 

The information for this report was primarily gained through the work of Rev. W. Den 
Hollander and Rev. J. Bouwers.  For the past twenty plus years, these two brothers have 
been working hard towards the goal of greater unity between the URCNA and the CanRC.  
Through their work, we have gained a clearer perspective of those details which impact this 
report.    20 

A quick index search of the magazines read in those churches (URCNA ï e.g. ñChristian 
Renewalò and CanRC.-  e.g. ñClarionò) will reveal that ófederative unityô has been a much 
discussed topic.  Many have expressed their thoughts regarding federative unity.  The synod 
Acts of the respective church federations clearly testify of a sincere desire to fulfil the Lordôs 
prayerful desire voiced in the words of John 17: 11 ñéthat they may all be one,ò.    25 

Nine Topics  

The following is a brief description of nine topics concerning the URCNA. They are 
presented in no particular order and will not address every aspect of each topic.   

Topic One:  Theological Training of URCNA Ministers  

Ministerial training is largely done at two seminaries, the Mid America Reformed Seminary 30 
and the Westminster Theological Seminary in California.  However, because the URCNA 
has no óaffiliatedô seminary, as for example we find in the CanRCôs CRTS in Hamilton, 
prospective candidates receive their training at a number of different seminaries;  e.g. 
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Greenville South Carolina, Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids and also the CRTS.   35 

Perhaps, because the URCNA does not have an óaffiliatedô seminary, i.e. a seminary 
ócontrolledô by the churches, their prospective candidates must receive an approval from 
their local church to initiate their theological study, have that study monitored by the local 



64 

church, and in the end, it is the local church that will declare them eligible for call, after the 
candidate has been examined by their classis.    

The URCNA Church Order has a number of appendixes which deal with this matter;   e.g. 
Appendix 1  -  Guidelines for a Thoroughly Reformed Theological Education.  This CO does 
not recognise the candidacy of/via óExceptional Giftsô (see FRCAôs Church Order Art 8).  5 
However, the newly Proposed Joint Church Order, which has not yet been approved by the 
URCNA, does recognise óExceptional Circumstancesô  (PJCO Art. 4 d).    

Topic Two:  Church Government 

The URCNA has a Reformed church government, which is presbyterial, as the church is 
governed by elders, not by broader assemblies.  The churches of the federation, although 10 
distinct, voluntarily display their unity by means of a common confession and church order.  
Their church order finds its origins in the Synod of Dordrecht 1618-1619.  The federation 
gathers for a synodical conference (General Synod) at least every three years, but recently 
have met every two years.   Each congregation sends two delegates to the General Synod.  
Each delegate is assigned a subcommittee, which makes the recommendations to be 15 
actioned by the General Synod.   

A joint committee of the URCNA and CanRC has proposed a revised CO, known as the 
Proposed Joint Church Order.  Although the PJCO has been approved by the CanRC 
(2013), the URCNA are yet to do so.      

Topic Three:  Relationship URCNA & CanRC 20 

The URCNA and CanRC church relationship is known as an Ecclesiastical Fellowship, 
wherein pulpit exchanges are relatively common and member attestations are recognised.  
One of the dynamics of the relationship between the CanRC and the URCNA is that it is 
largely limited to the churches that are in Canada, for obvious geographical reasons. 

Joint work has been done recently in Queretero Mexico where the URCNAôs federational 25 
mission coordinator has been involved in preliminary evaluation and engagement on the 
field, where the CanRC have sent a missionary.  Further a recent church plant south of 
Winnipeg has called a URC man who studied at the Canadian Reformed Theological 
Seminary and became a candidate in the Canadian Reformed Churches.  Another recent 
seminary grad (from Korea, a Canadian Reformed candidate) has taken a call to a United 30 
Reformed congregation in Ontario. 

More cooperation is being experienced in field of Christian education, especially in areas 
where new schools are being started or where older schools are struggling somewhat. 
Likewise, there is good cooperation among the youth at youth retreats, study weekends, 
Roots conferences, etc.  In Ontario there is very good cooperation at youth camps, e.g. the 35 
CanRC initiated Campfire, the URCNA Tamarack Camp.  

Pastors with their wives from both federations have been enjoying good fellowship at 
Western and Eastern Ministerial Conferences in Canada. And, in some areas there has 
been helpful interaction at joint consistory meetings.   However, at a recent meeting (May 9th 
2019) featuring Rev. Den Hollander and Rev Bouwers, some ópartisanô frustration was 40 
evident at the churches inability to become one.  (Christian Renewal, 7th June 2019)   

Currently, the official status of merger talks between the URCNA and CanRC have been 
placed on hold until 2022.  This was a decision of the URCNA, and not a mutual agreement 
of the two federations.  Exactly how these merger talks will resume is uncertain.  Further, a 
decision by Synod Wyoming 2016 to also delay discussions on several URCNA Classis 45 
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Pacific overtures to change the Proposed Joint Church Order, adds to the uncertainty of this 
future federative unity.   

In view of this, we also note Synod Edmontonôs decision to not reappoint the Committee for 
Church Unity.  (Taken from Acts of GS Edmonton 2019)  

4.  Recommendations  (Acts, pg 127)  5 

4.4  To not reappoint the Committee for Church Unity (CCU ï including the coordinators, 
the sub-committees, and related committees (Church Order, Theological Education, 
Common Songbook, and Creeds and Forms).  

Topic Four:  Worship and Liturgy  

The URCNA worship services may be described as traditional Reformed, seeking to be 10 
faithful to the regulative principle, as we understand it from Lordôs Day 35 of the Heidelberg 
Catechism.   A new ósong bookô, known as the Trinity Psalter Hymnal, was recently adopted 
for use in worship.  The TPH was the result of a joint twenty-year project of the URCNA and 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  It has been well received and was also proposed, but 
not adopted, for use within CanRC worship. (see GS Edmonton 2019)    15 

Although special emphasis of priority for the Psalms is present within their worship services, 
local consistories may select songs for worship, which are not in the TPH.  The Three Forms 
of Unity are integrated within worship, as afternoon catechism preaching is also normative.  

Topic Five:  Mission  

Mission is a top priority within the URCNAôs ecclesiastical pursuits.   Currently, there are 20 
mission projects happening in Italy, Romania, India, Honduras, Mexico, Philippines and 
Costa Rica.  There are 29 ministers specifically called to mission work.  A fulltime special 
Mission Coordinator, Rev. Richard Bout, oversees all mission projects.  They also have a 
special Handbook for Church Planting and are very active in starting new congregations in 
many places, especially in the United States.   25 

Topic Six:  Ecumenical Relations 

The CECCA (Committee for Ecumenical Contact with Churches Abroad) is responsible for 
the URCNA  relationships internationally, or abroad.  Itôs their mandate to initiate, respond to 
and cultivate ecumenical relations with other denominations and federations.  Currently, the 
CECCA has official contact with five churches internationally;  Reformed Churches in New 30 
Zealand (RCNZ), the United Reformed Churches of Congo (URCC), Reformed Churches of 
South Africa (South Africa), Calvinist Reformed Churches of Indonesia (GGRC-NTT), and 
Free Church of Scotland the continuing church (FCC).   

Their first official phase in church relationships is known as Ecumenical Contact. Their 
second phase in a relationship is called an Ecumenical Fellowship or Sister Churches.  Here 35 
the two denominations share a ñonenessò despite their differing geographical boundaries. 
According to the guidelines of CECCA, ecumenical fellowship comes to expression in 
several ways: occasional pulpit fellowship, intercommunion, exercise of mutual concerns and 
admonition, agreement to respect each federationôs discipline, joint action in areas of 
common responsibility and an agreement to inform each other of changes in polity, doctrine 40 
or practice.   

The URCNA have an active involvement in the North American Presbyterian and Reformed 
Council, as well as in the International Council of Reformed Churches.   
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The following Articles are taken from the URCNA CO:  

Article 34 ï Ecumenical Relations on a Church Level   

Churches are encouraged to pursue ecumenical relations with Reformed congregations 
outside of the federation which manifest the marks of the true church and demonstrate 
faithful allegiance to Scripture as summarized in the Three Forms of Unity. Each church is to 5 
give an account of its ecumenical activities to classis. Fraternal activities between 
congregations which need not be reported to classis may include occasional pulpit 
exchanges, table fellowship, as well as other means of manifesting unity.  

Article 35 ï Ecumenical Relations on a Classis Level  

The churches of a classis may, as a group, enter into ecumenical relations with an individual 10 
church or group of churches such as a classis or presbytery. The classis shall keep synod 
informed of such ecumenical relations, thereby honouring our federative bond.  

Article 36 ï Ecumenical Relations on a Federation Level  

The federation may enter into ecumenical relations with other federations by synodical 
decision. Such a decision with respect to ecclesiastical fellowship shall require ratification by 15 
a majority of the synodically approved Consistories in the federation. Such a decision with 
respect to church union shall require a two thirds vote of a synod and shall require 
ratification by two-thirds of the synodically-approved Consistories in the federation.  

(Taken from Acts Synod Wheaton 2018  Seeé CECCA Report pg.223) 

The following terminology document serves as the mandate of our committee:  20 

The first step, Ecumenical Contact (phase 1), will follow a period of initial exploration.  
Ecumenical Contact will focus on studying matters of general concern between the URCNA 
and the ñforeignò federation. This step will be implemented, where possible and desirable, 
by:  

1.  Exchange of official observers at major assemblies such that one visit be made to one 25 
assembly/church per year to churches with whom we have ecumenical relations. 

2.  Consultation on issues of joint concern, including: 

a. authority and sufficiency of Scripture;  
b. creeds and confessions; 
c. formula of subscription to the confessions;  30 

d. significant factors in the two federationsô history, theology, ecclesiology 
and stands on ethical issues; 

e. church order and polity; 
f. liturgy and liturgical forms; 
g. preaching, sacraments and discipline; 35 
h. theological education for ministers; 
i. Exchange of Minutes (Acts) of the broadest assemblies; 
j. Exchange of denominational Church Directories (Yearbooks); 
k. Exchange of the most recently published edition of the Confessional 

Standards; 40 
l. Exchange of the most recently published edition of the (Book or Manual 

of) Church Order; 
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m. Exchange of the most recently denominationally published editions of   
Psalters/Hymnals;  

n. Exchange of information regarding current ecumenical relations.  

The second step, Ecumenical Fellowship (phase 2), will focus on the oneness of the 
URCNA with the ñforeignò federation, even though we are separated by geographical 5 
boundaries. This step will be implemented according to church order article 36, (in addition 
to the points listed under step one above) by:    

1. Occasional pulpit fellowship (by local option); 
2. Intercommunion, including ready reception of each otherôs members at the 

Lordôs Supperï but not excluding suitable inquiries upon requested transfer of 10 
membership as regulated by each consistory (session); 

3. The exercise of mutual concern and admonition with a view to promoting the 
fundamentals of Christian unity; 

4. Agreement to respect the procedures of discipline and pastoral concern of one 
another; 15 

5. Joint action in areas of common responsibility; 
6. Agreement that, as changes in polity, doctrine or practice are instituted, the 

churches will inform each other ï understanding that the adoption of substantial 
changes may jeopardize the established ecumenical relationship.  

Topic Seven:  Church Life  20 

Church life is very much like that of churches in Australia.   There is much Bible Study, local 
outreach, and many congregational activities in the community. They participate in education 
in many CanRC schools (Smithers, Langley, Neerlandia, Coaldale, Winnipeg, Hamilton, 
Jordan, London, Chatham, Brampton, Fergus).  A quick web search of a local congregation 
reveals a vibrant church life. (e.g. see www.bethanyurc.net) 25 

Similar to the CanRC, many URChurches in Canada have post war immigration roots.  In 
America the churches in Michigan and the Midwest trace their heritage to the óAfscheidingô in 
the Netherlands ï the immigration in 1847 and the formation of the CRC in MI in 1857. 

Since the formation of the URCNA in 1996 a number of newer churches have been planted, 
where there are a number of people who have come to a commitment of the Reformed faith.  30 
These people do not have the same historical heritage, but express a strong commitment to 
a confessional heritage.  In a number of these churches the practice of weekly communion 
would be quite common. 

Topic Eight:  Recent Synod decisions  

The main recent decision taken by the URCNA was the adoption of a new song book, 35 
ñTrinity Psalter Hymnalò.  Formed in cooperation with the OPC, this song book includes the 
150 palms and many additional hymns.  The TPH includes the Three Forms of Unity, plus 
the Westminster Standards.    

The URCNA have discontinued contact with Liberated churches in Holland. URCNA Synods 
also make decisions regarding doctrinal statements.  For example, Synod 2001 Days of 40 
Creation;  Synod 2012  Federal Vision;  Synod 2018  Marriage Affirmations.  As synod 
declarations, these statements serve to unify the URCNA during times of doctrinal debate. 
Further, they provide a public expression of belief for all others.  

http://www.bethanyurc.net/
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Topic Nine:  Federations details 

The URCNA do not have a Regional Synod, and would object to its inclusion as a major 
assembly. They delegate to GS from each church two office bearers.  Any overtures to GS 
must first be considered by Classis. Their GS usually last a week.  They have a óStated 
Clerkô for the federation.  Similarly, each Classis also has a Stated Clerk, who serves each 5 
GS with a report.  (see Synod Wheaton 2018, Acts, pg. 16) 

The URCNA has 125 churches, a total of 24000 members;  (16,000,381 in USA; 8000,236 in 
Canada).  (Taken from 2018 Directory ï URCNA, pg. 11)  

The URCNA is comprised of 8 classes, of which five are in America and three in 
Canada.   Five in the US and three in Canada.   10 

In Canada: In the US 

Classis Ontario-East Classis Central US 

Classis Southwestern Ontario Classis Eastern US 

Classis Western Canada Classis Michigan  
 Classis Southwest US 15 
 Classis Pacific Northwest 

Conclusion 

This report has provided a brief description of ónine topicsô regarding the URCNA.  It 
highlights just some of the key aspects of a church federation.  We acknowledge that more 
information will be needed and forthcoming.   20 

Ground 3 of the mandate given to deputies states the following:  

ñPersonal contact at a synodical level will enable the deputies to better fulfil their mandate 
and help the URCNA be better informed about the FRCAò.   

Due to the postponement of Redeemer Synod 2020, the deputies were not able to fully 
complete their mandate.    25 
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Orthodox Presbyterian Church 

1.  Introduction 

Synod Bunbury 2018 accepted the proposal of Classis North of 9 February 2018 to 
investigate the possibility of entering into fellowship with the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church (OPC).  Deputies were mandated to report with more information, and make a 5 
recommendation about the feasibility of further ecumenical contact. 

2.  Brief description 

Location  United States and Canada 

Origin(s) Established in 1936, after separation from the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

Confessional Documents Westminster Standards (Westminster 
Confession of Faith, Larger Catechism, and 
Shorter Catechism) 

Number of churches & church plants 281 churches & 46 church plants 

Membership numbers 31,472 members (23,175 communicant) 

Assemblies, number, frequency Sessions -- -- 

Presbyteries 16 2-4 times/year 

General Assembly 1 Annually 

Training of Theological Students No denominational seminary; approved list of 
seminaries, and a denominational training 
institute (Ministerial Training Institute of the 
OPC) 

Website http://www.opc.org 

NB: Membership/church figures as of December 31, 2019.  

3.  History of the relationship 

a.  Visit to FRCA by CEIR members.  In 2011 Rev Jack Sawyer and Mr Mark 10 
Bube visited the FRCA as members of the OPCôs Committee for Ecumenicity 
and Interchurch Relations (CEIR).  They made a presentation to the FRC of 
Southern River on Home Missions, and met with Deputies for Contact with 
Churches Abroad.  Rev Sawyer had previously attended the FRCAôs Synod 
Armadale 1990, in the capacity of a fraternal delegate of the RCNZ, where he 15 
was serving as a minister at that time. 

b.  79th OPC General Assembly (2012).  Upon a positive recommendation from 
the CEIR following this visit, the 79th General Assembly of the OPC (2012) 
authorized the invitation of an FRCA observer to a future General Assembly.  
This decision was communicated by a letter from the CEIR dated 21 September 20 
2012, and included the following grounds: 






















































































































































































































































































































































