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Acts of 

Article 1 

After a 
behalf 
address: 

service led Reverend C Bouwman, Reverend J 
,...,... .... ,..,.,.., .. ,,... church of West the t..-.nnu,inn nn.:•nil"'\1"\! 

Esteemed deleg~ates, 

n!"'O,C>OO"\t at for 
'·";'I" .... '"'"' have also invited Rev 

I'm not sure if it has been oos;sible 
visa \IIJn.~tn.Q.r or not he will be with us. 

it is some thirteen 
the first time that 
feel welcome in our 
use of the church 

of 
that you are able 

has been convened in 
church. We 

We are 
School and the 

God bless our work so 
del1ega1tes at this 

I'd like events that have occurred in 
our bond of in the months since the last was 
concluded. You will remember that the last was held in Launceston. lt 
had to deal with the doctrinal of F J van Hulst. lt found that 
some of his were not in accordance with and confession. 
in the months that the of Launceston was unable to resolve 
these matters with Rev van Hulst. In end it and later delPO~;ed 
him from office. A consequence of all this was that our brothers and sisters in 
Tasmania have been a very difficult time. 



Acts of 

mention all this? Because in some of these difficulties we 
also see that our Father continues care for His church. One of 
results of the last was that our sister churches in Launceston and 

were both vacant. Yet God has He has blessed the FRC 
of with a minister in Rev J Kroeze. The call that the FRC of 
launceston extended to Candidate B A Zuiddam has been If his 
sermon the way will be for him to be 
orclaarled ·as minister the these we see our n&::o~~\l&::onuu 

Father has answered the many prayers that have been offered to Him. 
Him for His on us. 

Since the last another church has been instituted in our Australian bond 
of churches. welcome the FRC of West Kelmscott also 
to this were three churches within the 
there were seven; there are ten. In a and age in 
members~nm of most churches is God to..,..,,.,.,.,...,.,, .. 
is not a reason for is reason for to our 

Father. The blessed West Kelmscott with an 
aa:;eJ;1tar1ce of the call extended to Rev A Veldman. Our loss 

We trust that in due time the lord will also 

This as the chairman of the last Rev C Bouwman addressed 
us in the prayer service with a from God's Word. He to us 
about how our God the way those who do His Word and will. In 

of our sins - God remains faithful. He His 
covenant to a thousand in Him we trust. a 
month ago we could remember of 
the church. it is His Word and Christ rh=•t&::onri~ 
nrj::!~~Nj::~~ us in the of true faith. us His 

way of truth and love. In all our and de<:;ish:ms 
aim to remain faithful to Him. 

With these words I declare 
Churches of Australia Oti'!CiaiiV n:n&::or,.:::.ti 

of the Free Reformed 

Let us from 

Article 2 
Examination of Credentials 

The Chairman of the ........... u.c,nll.,,n 

to examine the deleQate~s 
brothers that all 
delegiates, as follows: 

2 

!1;;;'1,4\AC;::)l;:) the brothers of the Church of 
,...,..,,ni'.::lkt.::•rt this task, the 

their 



Armadale 

Kelmscott 

Launceston 

Mount Nasura 

West 

West 

There were no 

Article 3 
Election of Officers 

Article 4 
Constitution of 

Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
First Clerk 
Second Clerk 

The Chairman declares 
church of West for its ,....,.,,.,t ........ •'~''"""' 

Acts of 

Reverend A Veldman 
Elder H Olde 
Reverend W 
Elder K Heerema 
Reverend W van der 
Elder P 
Reverend 
Elder A 
Elder F 
Elder F Bakker 
Reverend J Kroeze 
Elder F Veldhuis 
Reverend P K A de Boer 
Elder L van 
Reverend A van 
Elder B Bosveld 
Reverend J 
Elder J 
Elder J van Unden 
Elder N Louw 

Reverend W 
Reverend A van 
Elder L van 
Reverend J Kroeze 

and thanks the t"""'"""''niru''l 

..,.,.,.. . .,...., .. ,""' ..... '"'""'*"' for this 

3 



Acts of 

Article 5 

The Chairman asks del:ega1tes to rise to indicate their aar·ee1me1nt with the Three 
Forms of 

All del1egattes rise. 

Article 6 

The Chairman asks 
prayer. The rn~:~~irnn~n ~nl:nll<rn<:! 

2000 

Article 1 

..... ,..,,.,.,., .... t to 
All delegc:ltes are ,...,.,o,.,o,,...,. 

Article 8 
Time .;;;;tll.i!ll~~::~.~~~ • .~~~~::::s. HomE~Patqe on Internet 

Article 9 

4 

9.00am to 12.00 noon 
1 to 4.30 pm 

to Q,v'VIJIIII 

also on the Internet is 
oe1rsona1 nature are excluded. Also 

f'lte.r-r.c.irlf"\n will be used. 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

9.2. 
9.3. 
9.4. 
9.5. 
9.6. 

9.7. 
9.8. 
9.9. 

Acts of 

l'"'fu"'ut:~.nrnln church 
and examination of credentials 

n~r·mic~~irlntouse acts 
r~n~rr11inn OfOIOOlSea ......... , .. ,...,.,,""' to Church Order 

ore.ac1111na examination for Or 8 A 

n,.,.. • ..,,...~<:ll• r.:.n.::.rn!inn contact with RCA 
of Australian edition 

12.4.3.2. Free 
Church of 
Ireland 

2000 

5 



Acts of 

'""'"''"'""''"'"" Relations Sister Churches 
. Free Reformed Churches of South Africa 
1-'re~s01ilte1·1an Church of Korea 

:!:lln,!:llnl!:lln Reformed Churches 
12.4.4.4. Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 

12.4.5. 
R~iFnrnn~rl Churches of South Africa 

12.4.5.2. Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
12.4.5.3. Church of Eastern Australia 
12.4.5.4. Reformed Churches of Australia 

for the nnu·\l<::tlr\1 

R.c.,nic::o1fr"=ltinn of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia 
u...nlrnn~:l!tir•n of Classes 

Church Visitation 
Article 48 and 76 Church Order 
Article 66 of the Church Order 
Audit for the books of for for the 1\f!lru<::n-.., 

Churches 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 

of the treasurer and of the treasurer 
nor· .... at-.'1'.,, • .,,,,.,. of the churches share of costs 

20. 
21. 
22. 

ADOPTED 

Article 10 
Committee Division and Tasks 

Committee 1 

Members: Rev de Boer 
Heerema and F Veldhuis 

Items and .un.::.nrl!:l numbers: 

6 

1 and 2 March 2000 

Rev N Louw, B Bosveld, K 



Acts of 

0
'""","'"" item 9.1: FRC Kelmscott aor>eal!ng decision of their classis and 

second classis church 
.... ,,:;:o,..,,.,,""' item 9.7: re decision of rru1c:tic~tnr-..1 and classis church 

Members: Rev Ve!dman 
and J van der Unden 

Committee 3 

Members: 
J 

Material: 

Rev van 
and P 

Ano::llnrl,;::a item 9.6 

to agree to this 

ADOPTED 

Article 12 

Rev 8ouwman, A H F Postmus 

ao~>eaung Article 93 of Acts 1998 
ao~>ealmg Article 122 of Acts 1998 

Rev van 

ciassis church decision 
~="n•r ....... ,,.t; ..... ,.., of Classes 

Rev F 

FRG Launceston exam for Or 
8 A Zuiddam be ~~'"'"'"'nrto.f"' 

Sermon n ............ ~'!!li 1 Or BA Zuiddam 

copy of the sermon ""''""'''"''"'"'<:> 1 Or 8 A Zuiddam be 
Clellegate!S before 

ADOPTED 

7 



Acts 

Article 13 
from FRC Launceston 

Zuiddam 
consent, Dr B 

Material: 
Am=mi'11::J item 9.15 

Decision: 

Letter from Launceston 
the decision of Article 

2000 and ask for a revision 

Not to the 1¥\..IIUc·•n of Launceston. 

Ground: 
Br B A Zuiddam had been declared for call in the sister 

ADOPTED 

Article 14 

sermon the therefore did not need to have 
found his sermon n.-r.nn.e>~• 1CI'-'""1.4'UCit.c for ordination. In 

brother to continue to not advisable to 
offered. For that reason it was correct 

it did. 

Examination sermon nr ... ,nn.~!:llll Dr B Zuiddam 

Psalm 23: 1-3, the Chairman invited Candidate 
his sermon The text was John 10:1-18. 

colmp,letion of the sermon went into closed 
session. 

Article 15 

resumes in 
examination. On 

8 

session and the Chairman announces the result of the 
of he extends to Br Zuiddam. 

to Psalm 84:6 and leads in prayer. The 



Article 16 

The Chairman invites 
Malachi 2:1-10 and leads 

Article 17 
Formation of Classes 

to 

Acts of 

2000 

reads the at 

of Committee 3, there is a round of discussion to determine the 
the number of classes and the of a second 

Article 19 

Article 20 
Acts 

Articles 1-18 of the Acts are ad!)Pt~ea. 

Article 
Address to Dr B Zuiddam 

The Chairman addresses Candidate Zuiddam, '""""''~"~',.,,... 
\AJic~h•r•n him the "wisdom of Solomon". 

to 

3:1-16 and 

9 



Acts of 

Article 22 
Si~Jning of ~uihc:!a"'rir'\'ta.-,n form Dr B A Zuiddam 

In accordance with Article 24 CO, Or Zuiddam is asked to 
form. After the Chairman reads out the contents of the form, 
the form. 

An ecclesiastical ordinance is for Or Zuiddam. 

Article 23 
Archives and 

Materials: 
Aa~anc1a Item 12.1 of the FRC of Mt Nasura as for the 

Decisions: 
1. To the 

Archives and 

2. To 

3. To receive 
and 

4. 

Grounds: 
1. The archives and 

Archives and 
of the the Archives and 

Archives 

were well cared for. 

2. A new cabinet is needed. 

ADOPTED 

10 



Acts of Synod 

Article 24 
article 

Committee 2 n.-.:.c_,ont"' A round of discussion ensues. Committee 
consideration. 2 takes back 

are in discussion. 

Materials: 
.unann"" Item 12.5 
u.nl!:lnn~ Item 12.13 
&.:~.n•::llnrl~ Item 9.9 

Decisions: 
1. thanks the UvjiJUl!v.;:l for the work done. 

2. 

3. 

decides to assess the churches 
member per for the maintenance of the Th~eolo~ical vvuv\.llv in 
Hamilton as 2000. 

a. 
b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

decides to and to new with 
mandate to: 

collect funds for "Hamilton" and forward them to the ....,...,,,"" ..... '"· 
continue with both "Hamilton" and in 
order to contact and obtain •ntt'\rrr•~tl.nn · 
ensure that relevant information is 
tr.:olinir•n for the so that the churches 

collegE~s and the of the 
of students whenever 
18 in Art 50 

lecturer from "Hamilton" once 

have mandated deputies "to alert 
pm;sit>ilities for Australian based 

11 



Acts of 

theological training in the light of changing circumstances" and "to 
deputies . . . to the of a to house some 
books." The 1992 this mandate 50). the 1994 
Synod did not renew this of the mandate. lt seems that for 
Hamilton grew to the extent that this mandate was Art of the 
1996 Acts and Art 102 of the 1998 West makes a 
strong plea to keep this matter alive. 17 CO to 
maintain an institution for the for the rnlr\I..:Tin.l 

ADOPTED 

Article 26 
Nicene Creed 

Material: 
Agenda item 12.6 for the Revision of the Nicene Creed 

Decision: 
To adopt the same translation of the Niceno Creed as 
Canadian sister churches and found in the Book of Praise. 

Grounds: 
1. The translation is faithful to the 

present of the creed. 

our 

2. lt is desirable to retain the same translation of the creeds and 
confessions as the Canadian Reformed our only 
speaking sister es~1ec1a11v of the fact that we use 
Book of Praise in which is found (cf. Acts 1 art 

Ground 1c). 

ADOPTED 

Article 27 

At 9.30 pm, Synod was 
in thanksgiving prayer. 
at 9.00 am. 

12 

Br F J Veldhuis leads 
to 6 2000 



Acts of 

2000 

Article 28 

The Chairman asks 
leads in prayer. 

to Psalm 128:1-3, reads Malachi 2:10-17 and 

Article 29 
Closed session 

goes in closed session to deal with ap~>eals items 9.1, 9.7 and 

The acts of the closed session will be adc>ote~d in closed session at a later 
session. 

resumes in open session. 

lt is decided to invite Or B A Zuiddam to sit in as an observer. 

Article 
Free Reformed Churches South Africa 

Material: 
An.:::.nn!::::a item 12.4.4.1 
l.!.ns::.nl"'i::::a item 12.4.5.1 to 

Decisions: 
1. To continue sister relations with the Free Reformed Churches of South 

Africa to the established rules. 

2. To that it is desirable for UI:::'I!JUtau;:::. to aim to visit alternate 
of FRCSA. 

Grounds: 
1. The Free Reformed Churches of South evidence of 

faithfulness to the Word of God, rn.:~,int·""'"inn the Reformed 
·nn,t.:::.c,~•r·n and Church Order. 

13 



Acts 

2. The Free Reformed Churches of Australia and the FRCSA are both 
small bonds of churches confronted very real in this 
modern world. Their recent visit to us our recent visit to have 
shown that we can one another, as well as learn from each 
other. 

3. 1990 decided "to and contacts with 
who are l"''lt::>I"\I"'U"Onlnil"";~i(u Art Of our 

historic sister the closest to us 

ADOPTED 

Article 32 

Materials: 
LJ.n•:::.nr•~ item 12.4.4.2 

Decision: 
To continue sister relations with the IJr~~:~cn.ut.::~r~!::!,n Church in Korea 
o ...... , ....... r .... iin•n to the established rules. 

Ground: 
No has su~mestirlg that the Church in Korea 

of the ~-<'ot ........ , ..... ""·l'i Confessions or the 

ADOPTED 

Article 33 
Canadian Reformed Churches 

Materials: 
.u.n•:::.nr1:::a item 12.4.4.3 

Decision: 
To continue sister relations with the Canadian Reformed Churches acc:orcJimo to 
established rules. 

Ground: 
The Canadian Reformed Churches 
the Word of God, maintaining the ~-<'ctnrrn.:>.n 

14 



Acts of 

Canadian Reformed Churches 

The Chairman reads a letter of nr.::.t::l>tlrln to 
Churches. 

from the Canadian Reformed 

Article 35 

The Chairman asks 

Decisions: 
decides: 

1. 

to Psalm 74:1-3. 

2. To establish two classes instead of one. 

a. 
b. 

d. 

e. 

Offer a 
Allow for fewer 
discussion and contact to the deleq;ates; 
'-'LI'GI ale at a lower cost; 

of persons deltegattes to than the one 

to 

3. To Article 41 Church Order so that it reads . . . "Ciassis shall 
convene at least once every six months in person ... " 

15 



Acts 

Grounds: 
The distances that lie between of the churches and the 
cost travel a classical rno.oti..,,, every three months. 

1. 

ADOPTED 

for the division of classes in the Metro area, 
""'"''"'"'""'• the churches to Classis and the churches 

to the Classis South. From west to east. the border could run 
which runs into Armadale Road as far as the 

H1r1nv.,~v Junction. All churches established north or south of 
to Classis North and South At this 

and to the 
Kelmscott 

The remainder of the orc,po,salls will be considered at the next session. 

Article 37 

10.30 am. 

Article 38 

The Chairman 
3:1-12 and leads 

Article 39 
Formation of Classes 

Br J van der Linden leads in 
to 7 2000 at 

2000 

at Malachi 

41, 42, 

ueteg!ate~s from Launceston , "''"'''-'v·i:ll item 4 of the Class is Formation 
de<~ide~d on be revisited. 

to the reasons decides to allow further 
on revision of item 4. 

16 



Acts of 

articles 36, 39, 41, 

decide to establish a for the division of Classes into 
v•c::~t;;:>;;;>l;;;., A and 8 with 
that Classis remain 

,..., .............. rl ... ,u·rhe:u:~ added in such a way so 

Article 36, 39, 40, 42, 

of Article 45 Church Order so that it reads: 
one minister and one elder to 

the churches maintain contact with each other, which is 
possllble while our churches are few in number. 

counter is nr.c:u~ont.c.rl· 
5. As as are two classes each classis shall ae11egate 

ministers and three elders. 

Ground: 

three 

to the smallness of the bond of 
minimum of 12 members. 

a shall have a 

Amendment to nr....,,n...,.~'!:>~· 

To the "three ministers and three elders" in the nrr.nnc<::~l 
words ministers and four elders". In the "12" is reJ:•Iac:ea 

The counter now reads: 
5. As as are two classes each classis shall ae11egare four 

ministers and four elders. 

Ground: 
to the smallness of the bond of 

minimum of 16 members. 
a shall have a 

17 



Acts of 

ADOPTED 

Article 42 
Formation of Classes 

'"' .. ., • .,..,. ... ,.., oroom;als 6 to 9 articles 36, 39, 
1:ra1Jeuma costs of the churches for cla:sses, 

ov.,...n~lnrlo~ and church visitations from the ~urtn.rlii,...~l 

Ground: 
A lf"n.~t-«~~"~~· .. ,,..,,n ~~rr~=~~,n~~=~m~=>nt is necessary because otherwise Classis 
North would to the burden of travel costs between Tasmania 
and Perth on its own. 

DEFEATED 

DEFEATED 

Ground: 
A may be ne~::;es;ss<ary because otherwise 
Classis would to bear the burden costs between 
Tasmania and Perth on its own. 

ADOPTED 

7. To delete the italicised words in the Church as well as the 
indented sentence at the end of Article 41, and to amend the 
Ecclesiastical Documents where necessary 

Ground: 
With the introduction of it is ne<~essarv to the Church 
Order and the Ecclesiastical Documents to our new situation. 

18 



Acts of 

ADOPTED 

8. ~nr·u·ue"''t the FRC of Launceston as the ,..,..., .. u.,, ..... ,..,,,... church of Classis 
and the FRC of Armadale as the church of Classis 

South to host the first classis in '""'"''L"""""'' 

Grounds: 
1. Since the Tasmanian del1eQa1tes travelled to the it 

is to have the first meet1r1a North in Tasmania. 
Since the Perth Metro del,egaltes travelled to it 
is to have the first mj!).j!).f11'11f"' South in the 
area. The churches are first in alphat)etical 
order in those 

2. are months for classis to meet. 
are too to the of the year, nor too 

close to the end. 

Amendment no 1: 
To the words" host the first classis ..... .,..ot&.-..n~ in October" the words 
"host the in 2000" 

DEFEATED 

Amendment no 2: 
He!Jiac~e the words "in October" "within next three months" .. 

DEFEATED 

ADOPTED 

9. To leave it in the freedom of the former classis churches whether 
deal with matters to or them on to 
dealt with the classis as a matter with a classis 
church may to classis. 

Grounds: 
1. In the transition from the former method of church to 

a classis model, it is wise to allow the former classis churches 
discretion in how to deal with matters to 
them. 

19 



Acts 

2. not be hindered 
more churches are ,,.."'"'1"-=•N in 

ADOPTED 

Article 43 
Formation of Classis and 

decides to instruct the Second Clerk to as soon as the 
of the decision Ciassis as follows: 

Decisions: 
1. To thank uvt.JUtlvi;) for their work. 

2. To establish two classes instead of one. 

Grounds: 
1. Offer a two 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Allow for fewer 
discussion and ncu•c:-1"\n<:>l 

at a lower cost; 

process 

more time for 

than the one 

to 

3. To Article 41 Church Order so that it reads .. . "Ciassis shall 
convene at least once every six months in person ... " 

4. 

20 

Ground: 
The distances that lies between many of the churches and the 

cost of travel a classical every three months. 

for the division of classes in the Metro area, 
l:ll"\1'\nunt the l:l~lml:lni~· ... churches to Classis and the churches 

to the Classis South. From west to east, the border could run 
Road, which runs into Armadale Road as far as the 

~·r•hu/1:1!\1 Junction. All churches established north or south of 
to Classis North and South At this 



5. 

6. 

Acts of 

As as there are two classes each classis shall deleg;ate four 
ministers and four elders. 

Ground: 
to the smallness of the bond of churches a 

minimum of 16 members. 

Ground: 

shall have a 

A cost may be nec:es•ss«ary because otherwise 
Classis North would to bear the burden costs between 
Tasmania and Perth on its own. 

7. To delete the italicised words in the Church Order, as well as the 
indented sentence at the end of Article 41 , and to amend the 

8. 

9. 

Ecclesiastical Documents where necessary 1996, N). 

Ground: 
With the introduction of classes, it is nec::;es;salrv to the Church 
Order and the Ecclesiastical Documents to our new situation. 

""'""'"""''""t the FRC of Launceston as the rnrnt&:~•nll"'ln church of Classis 
and the FRC of Armadale as the church of Classis 

South to host the first classis in '-''-''LVIJ'w' 

Grounds: 
1. 

2. 

Since the Tasmanian dellegate~s 
is to have the first ms::>~Ptirln 

Since the Perth Metro dellegate:s 
is to have the first ~""""'"'"'',.., 
area. The churches 
order in those 

travelled to the West, it 
North in Tasmania. 

travelled to it 
South in the 

are first in a1pnal:>et1ca1 

are months for classis to meet. 
are too to the of the year, nor too 

close to the end. 

To leave it in the freedom of former classis churches whether 
deal with matters nrtc~c::.s:::.nt&::•rl to them, or pass them on to 

21 



Acts of 

dealt with 
church may 

Grounds: 

matter dealt with a classis 

In the transition from the former method of church ,..,...,,""',., ... ....,.., .... + 

classis it is wise to allow the former classis 
in how to deal with matters to them. 

should not be hindered 
more churches are involved in 

transitional 
a 

decides to advise the churches reaardima the decision on 
formation of classes as soon as POl)Sit)le. 

ADOPTED 

Article 44 
Churches 

Material: 
l.l.n.:::.nrl<=> item 12.15 

Decisions: 

Churches 

1. To thank the """'l~-''·n•"'"' for their work done and to nacrh:~r.n1~ them. 

2. To pass the 

Ground: 
Since classes have been formed 
cla:sses, it is that this 
classes for 

ADOPTED 

Article 45 
Art 1998 Acts 

22 

this 
with 

and since this is a matter for 
the work done be on to 

article 



Acts of 

Article 46 
Indonesian Churches lGe~reiia-C:ier·eia Reformasi an.r<lnn.~~~~l:ll 

Material: 
c.n'"'"'"'"" item 12.4.2.4 

Decisions: 
1. To continue sister relations with the GGRI in accordance with the 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

To continue to visit the of the GGRI 

the GGRI in a well-considered and .. ""'., ..... "",...!:''"''"" 
int.:.ntinn of up the reformed character of 

and his 
rnn.nitt"'r his progress; 

''"'vu• c:l~~ the churches and their members to 
activities of as mentioned 

To confirm the decision of uvJI.#Utlv;;:l 

the travel costs of Reverend 

To send del•egc:1tes to the next Conference of the Reformed 
Indonesia. 

Grounds: 

to 

in 

1. The Reformasi 
faithfulness to the Word of 
and Church Order. 

evidence of ,..,....,,t~n.r ill'1on 

""""'''nt<lininn the Reformed Confessions 

2. The churches are in a 
t .. -=>,,..,,,...,.... future leaders 
reason, visits to the 
also. 

3. 1998 decided to ·l'ln~:~nr·•~•~~u Pila and his family to 
enable him to at 1-!!:llrnrlt........ This commitment should continue, 

to progress. 

23 



Acts of 

4. had mentioned nr ..... ,hi.o,rnc r~l:::}tlrln to nrt'"1>Hirilnn 

au11de!UnE~s will be beneficial. 

5. Since the· Conference of Reformed Churches in Indonesia will discuss 
ll"ll"'\1"\1'\rt~nt matters, which concerns us, it is 

to send aeieQ<ates. 

ADOPTED 

Article 47 

re-OPE:lnE!O in 1:!>\l.:~nu·in session. The Chairman asks 

Article 48 
Adopt:ion of Acts 

1. 

Acts Article 18 to 34 are aa~oot:ea. 

Article 49 

Material: 
u.-..,. ...... ,.., Item 12~4~2.4 

Decisions: 
1. To continue to visit the of the GGMR to finance; 

2. the GGMR in a well considered and ro«:!nnncihlo 

int.::l>ntinn of up the reformed character of 

3. To monitor and 

to 

4. for Rev Yonson Dethan to ensure continued 
II"UI'"'•~tit'\1'''1 with 

5. the churches and their members to orc1vtcle 
activities of as mentioned 
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Acts of 

Grounds: 
1. The churches are in a nnc~tti.-,n the GGMR in a reformed 

manner and For this reason, visits to the 
also. 

2. The GGMR needs to be stabilised before recommendations rt::~on~rninn 

sister church can be considered. 

3. Rev Yonson Dethan has in the 
the~oi<:>Qiical to·~''""'""''~"~~ and it is ~nlnrn,nri~tt::ll 

manner. 

ADOPTED 

Article 50 
Rev G van Hnnn«::>n 

in a 

decides to accede to Rev van Rrunn.::•n'c:o req1ue:st to use a 
to enable him to on the 

of the 
Order 

and decisions of 

ADOPTED 

Article 51 
1-\DDti!ii:u of FRC 

Materials: 
ano:>nrl'!:li item 9.3 

Grounds: 
argues 

re Article 

:-;cJ?nr,ure and COI1fe~sslc'Jn" 

1998 Acts 

on Article 122 re the 

that Art 122 Decision 1 is "not a 
evaluation as mentioned in the Acts." 

"distorts the full biblical me.ssage--. nrAmi<::A iS SinCe 
teaches that t\AJI•c::twln messclQe is also most 

2 Peter rHc:tnnte::ort view is "contrary to 
and I"'I'U"if'Oo,..,.i,"'n" 1998 make clear. 

ADOPTED 
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Acts of 

Decision 2: 
To 

ADOPTED 

Decision 3: 

Launceston 1998 in Art 122 made 
•nll•~n.c•n book of Rev F J van Hulst 

Not to accede to u"•""' .. -'~'"" orcmo,sal that in addition to and in correction of the 
decisions of Art the of Rev van 
Hulst about the 

uu•uv;:,c of further examination of Rev van Hulst on the law was to assist 
the care of the was 

the church of 

ADOPTED 

Decision 4: 
Not to forward this evaluation to Rev van the ,..,..."cou~trunc1 
and to the consistories of the churches in Launceston and 

Ground: 
has decided not to accede to 

,..,.,..~ .. nin ... the of Rev van 

ADOPTED 
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Acts 

Article 52 

closes in 

2000 

Article 53 

The Chairman invites 
and leads in prayer. 

to Psalm 98:1 4, read Malachi 3:16 to 4:6 

Article 54 
of Praise 

Material: 
.un.::.n,;,~ item 9.14 

Decision: 
To accede 
the 
Australian 

section from the New 
u~tr!.lll!!:on Churches in the '"' .... -.to.,.,.;,,,....,. 

Creed and the of the Form for nn_,,..,,.,t;,.,..., 
well as the Australian Order. 

Grounds: 
1 . An Australian endorsed the use of the New 

Version as the and reliable translation for use in the 
2. With use of 

edition of Book of Praise may be well po:ssll:>le. 

ADOPTED 
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Acts 

Article 55 

Material: 
.......... .,,,,..item 9.5 FRC Mt Nasura 

Church Order 

as new article to the Church Order with the title 
Mt;r::sJd'>m~rv Ministers of the Word" ... ..,. ...... "''"' 

For mission work overseas, the churches 
to the area as a Minister of the 
<=lrhnit'1oi~t.::.rir\l"'i the sacraments and ........ ,,.~,;..,.,,, 
He shall remain under the t"{;.,..,..,nlrino 

church. His and task as Minister of Word 
to which he is and has been called to labour. 

to 

for ordination in the office of Minister of the 
....,,,,..,.;. .... ..,.,.,..,who: 

1. Are members of 

2. Have shown evidence of steadfastness in 

3. 

4. Satisfied classis 
and 

5. Have been examined 
faithfulness to carry 

For the ordination, the adc>ptE~d 
Missionaries shall be used. 

DEFEATED 

28 

with '"'"'"''"""",....t to their 
g:,V'I~r~, ... rnrn<:lnJ task. 

Form for the Ordination 

and 

of 



Acts of 

Material: 
A , ....... , ... ...., ... ;a from Mt Nasura to add an article to the Church Order to ordain a 

to the area as a Minister of the Word for the ovt·r'!:Af'\rrliln'!:Anl 

administration of sacraments and 

the Church Order but to add the tnnnuJsnn rule to 
Art 47: 

iv men called to do mission work overseas, and who 
have not at the of our sister 
shall be examined the to ordination. Their 
task as Minister of Word limited to the area to 
are 

Grounds: 
1 . does not deem a in the Church Order necessary in order 

to answer Mt Nasura's about ministers. 

2. 

ADOPTED 

Article 56 
AOIOPt•on of Acts 

the ordination of ministers so that can 
Word and administer sacraments to the 

f"'f'\rnnlotir•n of an examination tnllf'\UI'Inn of the Church Order. 

Articles 35 to 52 are aa1optea. 

Article 57 

Br L van 
Chairman 

Psalm 46:1,2 and leads in prayer. The 
'"'"'""'"'"''" at 10.30 am. 
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Acts of 

Article 58 

The Chairman asks 
leads in prayer. 

Article 59 

2000 

to 21:1,2 and 3, reads Mark 5: 21-43 and 

Welcome to overseas visitors 

The Chairman notes that there are visitors from New Zealand and from our 
sister churches in the Netherlands. He extends a welcome. 

Article 60 
Credentials 

The Chairman reads out the credentials for Rev J A Boersema and Rev R ter 
Beek BBK from our Dutch sister churches. These are 

as determined for from sister 
churches. 

The Chairman also reads out the credentials for Rev M Flinn from the 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand. He is invited to sit as observer with the 
pmrue~~es determined for observers. 

Article 61 
Article 

Material: 
.un.::.nrl~ item 9.2 

lt is oro~oo1:>ed that 

Grounds: 

1998 Acts 

on Article 93 re PCEA 

declare this inadmissible. 

1. Article 93, 1998 Acts, is a decision in which the FRCA makes an 
~n,·oornont with the PCEA. On the basis of statements the two bonds of 
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2. 

churches could enter into a mutual 
orderliness dictate that once this decision 
should it word and not start to 

t.o...-hnif"'.:llhl it is a 
been resolved before it was sent to 

and 'no' should remain 'no'. 

Acts of 

Wisdom and 
PCEA the FRCA 

this matter should have 
Our should remain 

DEFEATED 

that "the statements 
C:::lll"l.orutc::uu"l of the are still 

mi:>tnt·en:.,retaticm and so that both will still 
ex~olaJ'1atton of the same statements and will a different 

Grounds: 
1. 

PCEA 
the PCEA's sister 
intimation that 
which bears the 

admit 
sister church. 
statement ron.,rninn 

PCEA 

reoardilnQ the 
than 

adcmte~d statement does not restrict 
who are not members of one of 

an authentic 
ct'!!ll·nriinn of another church 

marks of the true church. The on the other 
who come with an attestation from a 

rP.n:::~rrllinn the 
than 

shows that the 
mi~:;inten:1retati<m and 

aac>ote~a statement does not restrict 

the PCEA's sister ,..h, ... ,..t .. .:::.., 
who are not from one of 
are ministers of another 

church which the 
the 

ministers of the 
ministers to their 

PCEA have as true, and who have 
ecclesiastical examinations of the PCEA for 

The on the other admit only those 
who come from one of the FRCA's sister 

churches. their own sul::>mission shows that the statement 
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Acts of 

Decision 3: 
Not to accede to !-lut·"'.-r~1 '"" decide "that Launceston 
1998 has 
addressed in 

of the 
TJO.IJ4t ..... ilnrr< of the Lord's table and ""'""'""'""''ff<:>ro~n 

the 

Grounds: 
1. The PCEA's doctrine of the church has never been listed as one of the 

areas of concern, inasmuch as it affects their view the 
n'11a•ru•~•..-.n of the table and the this 

mandate: "In this discussion about the areas the confession 
of the doctrine of the church should be addressed when aptJIICi'f.iDIE~" 

5a, Acts 

2. of the doctrine of the church when it 
C!t~,b::.rru:uTi' re the of the Lord's 

of "another true church", but 
deemed it about "another church of Christ 
dlsJolaltS the three 93, Dec If the PCEA to these 
statements, agree not to to either the table or 
to the come from a church, but to 
those who come from a the marks of 

which are "the pure and the 
administration of the In way, and 
1998 have taken into account the doctrine of the as it 
these areas of concern. 

DEFEATED 

Amendment to Decision 2, Ground 1: 
Delete the words "The PCEA thus should rethink the ..,.,., .. ,,...,..,,.,"""" 
current to them in line with the statements which are on 

and confessions as 1998". 

ADOPTED 

Decision: 
decides not to accede to '""" .. "''""'."' 
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Acts of 

has recommended that 

Recommended Decision 1: 
1. West 2000 

2. 

took decision 2 too 
and that at this 
Churches of Australia cannot sister relations as a first 
towards full the conditions 
Decision 2 Launceston 

of their 

was made aware of a discussion between dellegate~s 
from the PCEA and the FRCA Melbourne in March 
about other the of Acts 

5; see also Art 
a of areas of 

1987 
further 

discussion with the of was not one of them 
Art 1 Rec an item not included in 1987 

their 

uu· ..... c ........ was listed in 1998 as an area 
of the Free Church of 

Fv::=mtlP-Ii~~~ 1-'re::•t:::.n'llte:::>lrr!:ln Church of Ireland and the 

are still 

Ireland 93, Dec 4, pg 
on the for discussion 

of the decision. 

statements 
~111"\e:::>rVI(tl("'l"' Of 

•nrlor.,t"!>r•rlir•n so that will still 
and 

a different 
a different same statement and will 

However, this 
themselves open 
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Acts of 

34 

The statements themselves are clear The cause for 
po:ssllble l"nl<~lnjh:::>n"'\r~.tl:ltlnn and is the +hi .. ,~.-;,.,,.. 

the rnr,ra.lnt more/less pure not to 
churches was the of the Westminster 

but to other bonds churches instead. 

Launceston 1998 
of the 

of the doctrine of the church 
statement re the 

table. to of true 
deemed it necessary to about "another 

church of which the three Dec 1). 
This alteration shows the doctrine of church was 
.. ,....., ... J;r·itlu addressed in the sta:ternerlts" 

2. The intent of the statements was to achieve l:lrn·&.:o~lm~nt 
the PCEA and the FRCA on the PnrlCIPiles 
of the Lord's table and the "' ''"''rnnu~ 
statements, the PCEA would 
of the Lord's table and the 

Reconsideration 
a re-evaluation 
church. 

Recommended Decision 4: 
1. West 2000 decides that the 

can offer the 'sister relations as a first 
, have to whether the PCEA. is 

towards rnrnnla.to~:~ 

Groundsforre1ecitio11: 
1. The 1998 "to offer the PCEA sister 

relations as a towards full if to the 
above mentioned statements ... " this 
decision as two to it, viz 1, to offer PCEA sister 
relations and 2, to offer these sister relations as a first 
towards full The PCEA will have to answer omm:tv'elv 
both cannot maintain that the 
to on the of the PCEA. 



Acts of 

2. This 
letter 1 December 1993, as 
158: "While committed to the 

in accordance with 
we that the limitations ,,....,..,,,.,..,£,.1"1 
as well as the barriers of mean 

be realised until our Lord's return". 

Recommended Decision 5: 
1. West 2000 decides to 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

To communicate to the PCEA decision 1 that 
Launceston 1998 took uec1s1on 2 too and 
sufficient and that at this 

of the Reformed of Australia 
cannot offer sister relations as a first towards full 

To revise the statements re 'the 
'the of the 
Covenant' in such a way that 

to and 
statements do full 

contacts; 

ln&:onli<::.inn of the table'' 
and 'Children in the 

statements are no 
inrl.cr~:t~l'\rlir\1"1 and 

of our 

To whether the doctrine of the visible/invisible 
church the related notion of the of 
the church is the cause 
restricted manner of 
the and 
To the PCEA is to work 
towards ""'"'•nnl.o+o 

Groundsforr~~ecitio11: 
1. Since 

follows 

ADOPTED 

Article 62 

four Recommended Decisions were it 
mandate in Decision 5 cannot be 

- Free Reformed Churches 
Reformed Free Churches of the Philinilr'\iru::u:~ 

and 

Material: 
.an.o.nri~ item 12.4.2.3 
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Acts of 

Decision: 
1. Thank the ""''-"1~-'""''""'"' 

them from 

2. 

b. 

c. 
d. 

de!out:~es with the mandate: 
uo··m~·aalle with any new de\reiCIPITlen·ts among the FRCP 

their means of 
instructive build up their 

make a visit to these churches; 

1. Advise the Dutch sister churches that these churches not be directed to 
come under the influence of the Christian Reformed Churches of the 

Grounds: 
1. these churches show the desire to embrace the reformed 

~,.~,,..,..,,.,,... is needed for them to understand and it. 

2. time will tell whether the FRCP and the RFCP are to follow 
and thus Reformed doctrine and nr!ll""tir·o 

3. The members of these churches have very limited resources and 
need true Reformed literature. 

4. lt would be beneficial to the FRCA and the FRCP and the RFCP to 
maintain some face-to-face contact. 

5. evidence to show that the CRCP does not ""~"""'"'0 "'"""' 
and as maintained in the 

Churches. 

ADOPTED 

ADOPTED 
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Acts of 

Material: 
~n•:::.nnl!:3 item 12.4.3.2 

Decision: 
To recommend to out formal contact with the Free Church of'"''"''~''~'""' 
the l-\lo:lll"'lfl&llil"'!:!l 1-'n::: .. :::,t"o\lt&:~l"''!::lln Church of and the Reformed 1-'l"e:::>•<::ni,/Tt=l>l"l~n 

Church 

Grounds: 
1. A church does not become faithful or unfaithful on the basis of our 

or 

2. As a small bond of churches it is for us "to concentrate on 
relations and contacts with churches are closer to us 
"to concentrate on relations and contacts who are 

closer to us and for whom we have 
1990, Art 

whom we appear to be 
become clear that we 
churches as mentioned in 

DEFEATED 

Article 64 

Material: 
.un.:::.n"'""' item 12.4.3.1 
Lln.:::.n"'""' item 12.4.5.3 

Pr<>Pc>se~d amendment: 
To add decision 5 "to 

Grounds: 

Ut:;IJUliC;:) for relations and contact with other 
out contact with churches with 

Art. lt has 
these 

desirable levels of and these 

1. So that the discussion with the PCEA may in an 
manner. 
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Acts of 

DEFEATED 

Decisions: 
To ~"'~'"'""h'"'rno '-''v!J' .. ""'"" l.!lli::I.JI.!Illli::;:) With the '~'"""""u'''""..., 
1. 

2. 

disap~mirttment that 
Launceston 1998 

To ascertain whether there is still a u'' 111 "'"n"'l.:~"'~ with the PCEA to discuss 
these statements on the basis of and our mutual confessions 

3. to discuss these statements, if via face 
in a forum which is deemed most suitable 

4. To assess the PCEA final response and come with recommendations to 

Grounds 
1. the Inter-church Relations Committee of the PCEA resolved 

of the statements be referred to the lower courts for their 
consideration and asked them to back to their 

committee, one of the did not 
ont•::.r-:~ .... t with the statements. the PCEA dec~idEid 
that there is no need for formal statements our doctrinal and 

what is contained in our constitutional 

2. 1t seems there is some about the status of the 
statements. should to remove this and 
so to whether there still is room for further discussions. 

3. In case meet with for further u•.:~·""'u'"'"•v• 
should have the freedom to arrange a forum most suitable to 
discussions to fruition. 

ADOPTED 

38 



The Chairman invited to Psalm 

Article 66 
Aa,optwn of Acts 

The Acts Article 53 to 56 are adc~oted. 

Article 67 
Address Rev Flinn 

Article 68 
Extra nri·vilt!iing:l•ll:l: for Rev Flinn 

1. To be able to address 

2. To be able to to 

ADOPTED 

Article 69 

on matters 

on matters 

Christian Reformed Churches of Australia • ...,,, ...... u 

Churches of article 

Material: 

Acts of 

the RCNZ if 

clarification. 

L.H"t•onrl<:l items 12.4.2.1, 12.5.4.5 and 9.13 Reformed Churches of Australia 

39 



Acts 

Decision: 
1. To thank the urc:;lf.JUI.Irc:;~ cornoleticm of their mandate; 
2. Not to '""""" .... ""'"''""' urc:;i"'U~ilrc:;.;:>. 

Grounds: 
1. Deout:~es have had "a few face-to-face" ...... ,..,,.;,"'"""' to convey the FRCA 

to the CRCA sessions and 

2. 1996 decided not to enter official contact has sister 
r~~~;:lltir\nc or union as its with the CRCA at this time on the 
" ... that and we travel a different direction ... " Further contact 
would thus not be but for both 
1996 authorised to send a letter to 

and to all to them to return to a 
reformed contact become 
can be of the to our 

shows that the not take matters addressed in our 
but the matters raised as more than 

3. Recent decisions of the CRCA women in the office of 
children at the lord's of Classis 

Tasmania of the CRCA with to Rev F J van a minister 
recentlv d·eP<)SE!d from one of our churches on the that his 

,.... .... lnh·,!;:lJnJ to show that the churches 
deformation. 

DEFEATED 

Alternate motion foreshadowed. 
Discussion 

Article 70 

to Ps 27:1 Br P closes in prayer. 

2000 

Article 71 

The Chairman asks to 11:2 and 3, reads Mark 6:14-32 and 
leads in prayer. He reconvenes 
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Acts 

Article 
Christian Reformed Churches of Australia 

Material: 
an.:.nrilo::ll items 12.4.2.1, 12.5.4.5 & 9.13 

Decision: 
1. To thank """""''"''"""' 
2. To reaoO<)int ~..n:;; 1fltHI<v;o 

b. about recent decisions of the 
ron~rl"llnn women the office of children at 

their amendment of the CO the 
character of the CO, and the decision of Class is 

Tasmania of the CRCA to allow Rev. FJ van Hulst to 
in that classical resort, these decisions are in 
error. 

Grounds: 
1. "-"'"'~-''"'~'""""have had "a few face-to-face" moot.r,n«:l: to convey the FRCA 

to the CRCA sessions and 
2. from the Acts of the 

submit an to us. 
3. Recent of the CRCA women in the office of 

niiO>~':Af"rln children at the Lord's the in the CO and the 
no~::~lir!n~ of Classis Tasmania of the CRCA to Rev. FJ van 

ro.t"o.nthl d,ep<)Se~d from one of our f"hrtrf"l"loCl: on the 
that his were to show that the 

churches continue to travel down the of deformation. 

ADOPTED 

Ireland 

Material: 

Article 
Churches - Free Church of 

Church of Ireland and Reformed 

item 12.4.3.2 

Church of 
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Acts of 

Decision: 
To rii.,. ..... rr..,. ..... ,o U'OI.I\.nl<.;;.;;o and """"''"''"'"""1" new UCIJUllt::<:> with the tnllr\\ADinn mandate: 

1. 

concern; 
b. Whether or not all areas of concern must be cleared before the 

FRCA can progress with contact/relations; 
c. How in a and way the FRCA can fulfil 

their towards far 

d. roe.no.r-t to our contact with the 
will affect our 

Ground: 
1998 came with a recommendation to 

EPCI and did not 
and thus this mandate should 

ADOPTED 

Article 74 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand articles 

has several rounds of discussion on the orc>POtSals contained in the 
andthe and 

article 

Decision: 
To include the propo~;ed as of the material to be used the 
committee papers. 

Ground: 
The papers were ,,.....,,r~"'"'rt.:.ntllu rrliS~>Ia<:::ed 

ADOPTED 
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Acts of 

Article 76 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand articles 74,89 and 

Further discussions on RCNZ is continued. 

Article 77 

Material: 
LH'-.,::.nf'l!:li Item 12.7 

Decisions: 
1. Tothankthe and 

2. for this matter. 

Ground: 
Since classes have now been 

ADOPTED 

The Chairman asks to 46:1 

Article 79 
Acts 

Acts Article 57 to 70 are ad~Joted. 

Article 
to Rev Flinn 

His address is 
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Acts 

Article 81 
Address Rev R ter Beek 

Rev ter Seek addresses of the RCN 
His address is included as an """"""'"'"''"'11

v 

Article 82 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands article 

Decision: 
To add a letter of nre::>;:l.tll",n which has been omitted from the \,U:;;;If.'Ul,lv<:l> 

of the 

Ground: 
The letter of nre::>e::>tirln is referred to in dei)UtlleS' 

ADOPTED 

Article 83 

2000 

Article 84 

as 

The Chairman asks 
leads in prayer. 

to Psalm 50:7,8 and reads Mark 6:1-23 and 

goes into closed session. 

Article 85 
Session 

re-opens in open session. 
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Article 86 
Advisor 

Acts of 

under rule 5.1, is , t:ii.!Uc;:n..:;;u to stand to 
Forms of 

Article 87 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 

Material: 
An•:::.nrl:::ll item 12.4.4.4 
An,::.nrl~ item 12.4.5.2 

Decisions: 

article 

1. To continue sister relations with the Reformed Churches of the 
'-""'!~'·"''"'., to attention to Rules 1 

and 2 of the Sister 0 "' 11 ""+;,"'...,"' 
One. Sister relations shall be used IITII ••nn:utv 

and exhort one another to live as rntll'"r'll'l&::.l~ 

Two. ''"·"'""'"" care for each other that 
ret~'Jm1ea faith in church 

1. To mandate of the Reformed 
Churches of the Nt=~the:~r•~~nr~c:::· 

2. 

Grounds: 
1. While evidence exists in the Reformed Churches of the Netherlands that 

2. 

strive to be faithful to the Word of the Confessions of the 

Face to face discussions are 
communications from a distance. 

the extra mile to offer as~;ist;anc:e 

than 
of need, 
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Acts of 

3. of the concerns above more 
manpower. 

DEFEATED 

Remove: 

'--''-"'"'"''" to the PCEA that we were 
does not discuss areas of concern at 
sisters" 

that the RCN 

4 us to retract some statements we made 

ADOPTED 

Materia~: 

that the RCN does not discuss areas of 
leaves them. In 

uua..Putn;;;,;;, acruaf,rv wrote 
that lt is to 

stand corrected on this matter, and this correction should be 
~"'"'',.,,u:•u.an to the PCEA" from this alternative and to 
this mandate to PCEA u~::aJuuc;::.. 

... ,.....,..,,.,,"" item 12.4.4~4 
un<:>nnr<.:~~ item 12.4.5.2 of I...PCIJUtiCi:ll 

Decisions: 
1. To continue sister-relations with Churches in the 

Netherlands to the aac>pte~a 

2. To ~'~'.,.,..h·.:..-..... ,o u·v!JI..Iu~::;~ 

a. 

b. to the rules, discuss with the RCN 
concerns as to the within the 

c. ofthe RCN; 
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Acts 

d. to next 

1. To one additional minister. 

Grounds: 
1. The RCN evidence of faithfulness to the Word of 

Order. 

2. 

3. 

their Reformed Confessions and the 

have out and 
These should be !:l!r!t"'i"Q,c;:,c.::orl !:al""l"'tnl"rlirH'II 

Personal visits is more 
distance. lt also •rnr\rn,u::•t::: relations. 

4. The number of items to be studied and discussed and 
exE~QE~ttcal skills. Thus the for an additional minister 

ADOPTED 

Article 88 
Retraction to PCEA 

Material: 

Ground: 

'"''""'~-'""llv;;ll for the PCEA to convey to the PCEA that we were 
RCN does not discuss areas of concern at all with 

The RCN us to retract some statements we made to the 
the RCN does not discuss areas of concern at all with 
but leaves them. In with our uvto~uuv;;;,, 
Cl!v~.~.~a.,v wrote in such a that conclusion. 
stand corrected on this should be r-nrnlt:ll''1.::on 

PC EA. 

ADOPTED 
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Acts 

Article 89 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand 

Article 90 

The Chairman asked 

Article 91 
Ad~oot.ion of Acts 

Article 92 
Address Rev Bouwman 

to 

Rev C Bouwman addressed 
Seek on behalf of the Reformed 
atlachedin 1. 

Article 93 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand 

Material: 
Lu"''.:::onrl~ item 12.4.2.2 
.a.n.:::.nrl~ item 9.10 

the RCNZ 
.a.n.:::.nrl~ item 9.11 

Decision: 

FRC 

Not to accede with the oroom>als 
recommendations of the '·"'"'"' ... ''"""' 
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articles 74, 76 and 

2:1-3. 

articles and 

and to the 



Acts of 

Grounds: 
lt becomes evident from the discussions at that there is not a consensus 
to forward in our relations with the at this and therefore 
de<;ide~s to the recommendations. 

DEFEATED 

West 

ror•nnni<:!·O the Reformed Churches of New Zealand as true and 
.rn!!r.r,, ... c:: of our lord Jesus Christ. 

2. To offer to enter into a fraternal with the RCNZ to 
the rules: 
a. relations shall be used to ecclesiastical 

'~'0''""A''~""'''"' with churches with which we have sister 
church rel~:ltio,ns: 

b. The churches shall inform each other of the decisions taken 
their broadest assemblies, if each other 
Acts or their Minutes the 
decisions relevant to their in 

c. shall account to each other the 
establlish:ing of relations with third parties; 

d. shall one another's attestations, which also 
..,..-~ ...... ++·inn the members of the churches to the 

pre,serltat:ion of these attE~st«:~tic~ns; 
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Acts of 

e. shall account to each other 
'"'""'"..,"''"""' or additions to the church order 

or 
f. The shall receive each other's 

broadest assemblies and invite them to sit as fraternal aeleg;ates. 

1. To continue to strive for a sister .-ol·:.tir•n.,nin 

2. 

that it take some time for the third 
RCNZ the Christian Reformed Churches of nu;::,u C:>IIIQ 

1
"'"''""""''"'" 

to be resolved. 

To thank for the work have done and them with the 
fnlln\Aiinn mandate: 

c. 

communicate 
RCNZ a fraternal roB·"'Tif'\1"\C'hin 

To indicate to the RCNZ a Uliliinnn.::>•:>c­

nature of a fraternal rt:~l~~tirln~hin 

be an imiJecliment 
with the 

d. To continue uaa,iv!,:1u~ 
relation with the 

e. To authorise two dellegate~s 
to be the lord 
and discuss matters of interest with the RCNZ 

the 

f. To invite of the RCNZ to our next as Fraternal 
om,me(:les mentioned in rule of our "Rules 

for 

Grounds: 
'1. 

2. 
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have indicated that in doctrine, 
nn\tc..-.... rn.cu-.t the RCNZ must be considered a true and 

Jesus Christ Acts of 1996 
acl<mowle!dOina the as true and faithful 

and church 
church of 

caused them much dis•aooo11ntrne1nt I.LJt:IJum::::; 

Not 
lord 

to 

baliiC<:liiY have two levels of 
a sister church 

our rules do not allow for any in a 
The of fraternal relations for the 

rt:~r•nnlnlttnn of a church as a true and faithful church of the lord Jesus 
while that historical may well 



Acts of 

cause to the establishment of a full sister 
church rel;atlcmshin 1985 Art 

3. The reason for establishing 

4. 

to take away from the 
is to serve as a means of '!:lr-r•nmlnlic~nirln 

This decision is in line with .._ .. ···- .... ·~ decision to concentrate on relations 
with churches who are closer to us Acts of the 1990 

Art 

DEFEATED 

........... .,.., .... ,,.,. to the of West 
decision until next 

a. 

b. to elicit and assess responses from the churches 

nnc~tnr\n.co the 
~. .. n:;;IJY tl<v;;) the 

this 

c. to consider what will need to be made to the CO 
and other rules and 
establishment of fraternafrol~:~t•.n,nc· 

d. To with the new mandate: 

ii 

iii 
iv 
V 

Grounds: 

the in 
the CRCA and this continues 

fnr1mir1n sister relations with the RCNZ. 
the RCNZ on matters of common 

concern. 
Authorise two deltegattes to attend the next of the RCNZ. 
Invite RCNZ to our next 

the informed of any de\feiCIDITients in the RCNZ. 

1. The from the RCNZ has stated that the RCNZ do not have a 
second level of inter-church relations. 

2. is in accordance with 
have seen RCNZ's with the 

im!Jecliment to sister church relations, and is in aar·ee1me1nt 
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Acts 

with Art 67 of Acts 1985, the churches have not had a deal of time 
to interact with West since it was submitted to the 
churches to the for submissions to 

3. 

ADOPTED 

Article 94 

After , ~'-fu"':;::oue 
The f'h~irl"'n'.:l•n 

Article 95 

The Chairman invites 
leads in prayer. 

to 

received the l'"ll"'!:lirwi·h, 

to work t ..... u,""'rrl.,. 

!:lrt~nrl"'ll"llf'l to the rules of 

closed in prayer. 

Psalm 11 reads Mark 8:22-38 and 

moves into closed session to deal further with matters related to Article 
CO. 

Article 96 
Session 

reconvenes in open session. 

Article 97 

Materials: 
.un.:::.n_,,., item 12.3 
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Auditors of 
dlscl1;3rae of 

for church share of costs; 



Acts 

Observations: 
Treasurer to take into account 

As shown, the Revised takes into account """r" ... ,·e decision to form 
class is after 2000 and allocation of funds for classes. 

the Treasurer's statement of rct"cint«:! and for the 
1998 to 31 and recommendations 

3. To receive the of the Auditors for the 

5. To the Draft Revised 

6. the cost the 

7. Rev Veldman to attend the installation of 

8. .... .............. .,.,.1 to allot to Classis North and to 
is to be a once-off for the establishment of Classes. 

Article 98 
Audio 

Material: 
,un,o.nri!:3 item 12.14 Audio 

Decisions: 
1. To thank brothers E 'tHart and A van der Wal for the construction of a 

sound for the benefit of for and 
m:::~,int,~ininn it it at this 

2. 
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Acts 

Ground: 
The brothers have done an admirable and have served very well. 

ADOPTED 

Article 99 

The Chairman asks to Psalm 68: 

Article 100 
Ad,opt:ion of Acts 

Acts articles 84 to 98 were adc:>oted. 

Article 101 

Publication of the Acts -the First Clerk 

Archives and Art 

-Alternate 

Art 

The Church of Mount Nasura 

= The Church of 

Auditors for Art - The Church of Kelmscott 

De1Put:1es for Relations with Other Churches 
General Convener: Rev C Bouwman 
General J L van 

All will work under one umbrella. The various uv1!J•·n'"'"' will do their 
own work and are for their own All the 
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Acts 

tf"'noth.c.r as needed to inform and consult with each other 
u.;;;uu&.lv;;) shall their final for interaction and 

The duties of the I"H::U"'OI'"·!:!ol ~.o. .... r.ot'!:l!lnl 

to take care of the central 
@ to distribute the 

Sister Churches -

Rev C Bouwman 
AMC 
H J Dekker 
RevW 
Rev J Kroeze 
Alternate: G 8 Veenendaai 

c:.oruiir•n it to 

South Africa 

Other Churches w Reformed Churches of New 7o!:.al~ru-t 
Christian Reformed Churches of Australia Art 69, 72, 

Rev A Veldman 
B Bosveld 
J L van 
Rev A van 
Alternate: P 0 Posthuma 

Art 

Other Churches n·"r,estlVtE~natn Scotland Art 63, 64, 
73, 

Alternate: A Mulder 
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Acts of 

~~.~~I!Jtl.n.•~~ for Australian Book of Praise Art 
D Pot 
WAmoraal 

Swarts 

Art 

~~.~~IIJ'ul.v for Revision of Church Order and Ecclesiastical Documents 
G van Rnlnru:~n 

Alternate: J t:ll<:en::,oom 

the Free Reformed Churches of Australia 

u~~~-~u•.•~<;:ll for Art 
E 't Hart 
A van derWai 

~~.~~~'"'"·"'·•e:::=o for Article and 76 of the Church Order 
For Classis South: 

Rev P K A de Boer 
Rev A Veldman 
Alternate: Rev J Kroeze 

For Classis North: 
RevW 
Rev A van 
Alternate: Rev W van der 

ue!IJ'U~ .• ~;;:) for Article 66 of the Church Order- of 
The Church of Launceston 

IIJ'IO'jiJU&.a~~;;;;, for the books for for Article 17 and 18 of the 
Church Order 

The Church of Mount Nasura 

"-'=IU!UIL .. for Church Visitation which are to 
r.onr.rl£::.1"1 to the res.OetCti\Jre CI8SS;eS) 

Rev A Veldman 
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Acts of 

:nr~1v~nar~1n church for the next 
Church: 
Place: 
Time: 2003 

Article 102 
Civil Keg1s;tra1tlc~n 

Material: 
.une=>nn1~ item 12.8 Civil R:::onic·tr~i·inn 

Decision: 
have their mandate in that 1. To thank the uc~.,uu~:.;::. 

the Free Re1'ornrted ............. , ... ;,,.., of Australia have now been re,!lst,ere~d 
as a r~t""nnr"'iC::t:~ti /i,r::.nr\min~i~inn the purpose of the 1961. 

2. 

3. 

b. r.oni.,t.o.rorl church name from Free 
Free Reformed of 

Grounds: 
1. 

2. 

3. ueiJUlle;::. submitted the correct name for the churches as a 
whole the on behalf of the the 

r.c.nll.,h::l.r it f"l"'l"r.Ot"i'hl 

ADOPTED 

Article 103 
Article 48 and 76 of the Church Order 

Material: 
u .... ,.,..,.,,...,. item 12.11 
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Acts of 

Decision: 
decides to receive the with thanks. 

Article 104 
Article 66 of the Church Order 

Material: 
... .,'"'""'"'"" item 12.12 

Decision: 
decides to receive the with thanks. 

Article 105 
from Classis 

doctum for Rev J Kroeze. 

Article 106 
Questions rr~:~~t'11:::lirrd'iinn the Church Order 

All churches could 

Article 107 
Personal qu~est1on1s 

Article 108 
Adlop1tion of press release 

approves the second press release as read out the Vice Chairman. 

ADOPTED 

Article 109 
Censure !Siil"'d"""'~~"~"'~ 8 1M•n to Article 47 CO 

The Chairman states that there is no need for censure. 
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Acts 

Article 110 
Presentations 

The Chairman expresses the ~nr"'rs:o,~i~til"ln del1egattes for the excellent 
and care the ..... ,....,,us:o.nn"iln behalf of he 
to J de chairman of nrnt::::aniic::::ai·inn committee. 

Br J de Snoo receives the and expresses some words of thanks and also 
some words of advice to the next church. 

words of 
assistance. 

were also to others who gave 

Article 111 
Address 

RevW 

In allow me first of all to express some words of thanks. 

nnc~tll'"'ll"' church of for the excellent 
made for us. You care of distribution of the 

you an accurate and collection of all the materials. 
orclvlcled accommodation for us and for You 

have the ladies serve us with refreshments, cake and 
more. Those three course lunches will take some time to wear off! 
As our hosts you also made sure there were rooms and 

linrnol ... t to fulfil our tasks. You room for us so 
we could a coffee and relax. You some and much 
more. I am sure there were more tasks that we even have 
noticed. will soon out about those tasks. we owe 

I would also like to express our thanks to the 
't Hart Alan vander who took care of the sound ~~..~,..~ ..... ,,.<;;;. 
that the visitors .benefited from it in that 

the discussion on the Well done! Our clerk is a very 
but he and the second clerk would be the first to say 

all of us how much we the services Kina Van 
Thank you work 

the 

of the Free Reformed Churches of 
Thinking back to 
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Acts of 

decade, I think that is a record for us. 1t could be that 
it could be that the of are that 
the brothers have less to or it could be that the 

us us cool 

Over the we have learned to '!!llnr·u·.::..,r-•!:11~.::. 

We have that we need to ,.,..,.....,,,, ...... + 

Some want to run and 
others stand still. We 
ahead nor behind. 
were told was not 
bus. Be on time! Some stn:io~uer·s 
on board. we were 
leave! And we did act ~""''"''"·~"~innlu 
,.,.., ... ,.~ ... n;;..,,.. the Reformed in New 
this does not mean that we all think alike on matters. This 

esl:>ec;la!IY interchurch we do have the same 
mind. That is fact. we did strive as much as our 
convictions allow to move closer towards each other. The Rules for ""'""""""1

.:. 

that we work towards As it is said in 
overstemmen maar overeenstemmen' not outvote each other but 
with each We said it was better to move one ahead tnru:lltl"'.:::or 

to run three ahead with a few. In this for 
aelieg.ate!s from overseas served us with 

nrrol'1rllnt'110:. and and also with words of 

These decisions now go to the churches. Jl. .... r-nrn•n.n to our beloved Article 31, 
Church 

Whatever may be 
considered settled and 
with the Word of God or with 

This means that these decisions are settled and 
churches should review them and them. 
conflict with the Bible or our Church then will 

the Head of the churches use these decisions so that his 
.a.,,,. ... ,..,.,,., and also elsewhere Before 
service. We listened to God's 
The Lord him and Israel. The n...oru.:.'l'•'"'' 

the sacraments, prayer, and thank '"'*'",.;,.,,..., 
God blessed them out of his and ,...,.,.,,.,.,...c.i·h• 
office-bearers in the FRCA faithful and ... m;,,.,.,.,.,+, 
1"\loc:tCtll"\t"'C! will descend. we have heard 
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Acts 

the administration of the sacraments and the exercise of 
in each of the ten of our bond. This is not to our but to the 

of God's the Head of the churches continue to walk 
the of our bond, in and Perth 

we may remain 
The same can 

in the sermon before 
as we 

I remembered the local churches because this will be the last that will 
attention to visits to the churches. We have form two 

That means classes will attention to the ministries of the 
office-bearers of the local churches. was an decision for 
our churches. In some ways we still wanted to on to the nr.c.~.c.•nt 

and The Tasmanian churches still want to see and 
from what is now Classis South 
West Yet if the rn~:~nn1.c. 

and we did so. has its sad side. 
see as much at least not in an official ca!=laCitY 

and vice versa. If another tne,oiO•Qical 
candidate needs to be this be the task of the classis. 
bless this decision so that the desire for more contact 

this decision us closer to the norms of the Church 

On behalf of the officers of 
in us. lt was an honor and 

our duties we have offended or hurt 

I thank you for the 

The 

If in the 
any remark or 

cleanse us from all 
from the heart. That is 

from the whole with the 
c:ru:!~llinn from the heart sometimes our 

us for that. We have all to 
and skills. 

lt is time to return to our normal duties. God bless you in those res,pejctiv'e 
as elder or as minister. the you all safe 

home. Some have come with your now 
c:t\/rlru·t,l"~• duties are finished. To those who wife and I 

lt will be wonderful to be reunited with our tanlilie~s. 

the Lord bless those whom 
aeg)Ut'!ISntos have new names. 

!:llnll'\t'\!nt.:l.n as Some of the 
all the ministers tasks. We 

anyone two tasks. the Lord 
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faithfulness and love so that you fulfil tasks and can make the 
of two to do your work. That is 

The Lord bless you. 
church prosper. You will have three 

for you and for the 

Now to Him who is able to 
And to you faultless 

Article 112 

Farewell from RCNZ delleg,ate 

Rev Flinn a few words of farewell to 

Article 113 

The Vice rh!::~irn'\!::ln 
the Chairman's ca~>ab:le 1e~au:11ershiP 
manner. He asks 
The Chairman closes 
Australia. 

62 

from stwmmrma 
the presence of his with 

both now and forever. Amen. 


