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ACTS OF THE 13TH SYNOD 
HELD AT 

FROM 

OF THE FREE REFORMED CHURCHES 
KELMSCOTT, WESTERN AUSTRAL IA, 

MAY 14TH TO MAY 24TH, 1983. 

Saturday 14th May - Evening Session 

Article 1 

OPENING 

OF AUSTRALIA 

'."', , 

On behaLf of the convening Church of KeLmscott Rev. Dr S.G. Hur opens 
the meeting and requests those present to sing PsaLm 16 1, 3 & 4, af ter 
which he reads Ephesians 4 : 1 - 13 and Leads in prayer. 

He then addresses the delegates with the foLLowing words: 

"Dear brothers and sisters, 

"1 weLcome you to the opening of the thirteenth Synod of the Free 
Reformed Churches of Australia. I count it a priviLege to weLcome you, the 
brothers delegates, on behaLf of the convening church. We are thankfuL that 
aLL the delegates have safeLy arrived in time, especiaLLy the delegates who 
had to come across the continent from as far as distant Launceston. 

liAs we gather here tonight, we thankfuLLy notice Godls rich 
bLessings which were showered upon our churches in this country. Our 
churches have no more than thirty years l history, but the God of grace has 
richLy bLessed us, so that we couLd maintain our identity in the midst of 
changing circumstances and witness a steady growth in number. This Synod, I 
say in aLL modesty, wiLL be the Largest of the Synods we have ever had in 
this country. We are gratefuL for Godls bLessings on our churches. Of 
course, we reaLize that we have yet a comparativeLy smaLL number of 
churches, but we know that the vaLue of existence does not Lie in quantity. 
The truth and Reformed heritage which we uphoLd makes the existence of our 
churches meaningfuL on this continent. 

liAs the peopLe of God, we are going through a periLous time today. 
The churches of the Lord are continuaLLy threatened by many eviL streams, 
and there are many who are doctrinaLLy Liberal. By these peopLe Godls 
infaLLibLe Word and historicaL Confessions are woefuLLy ignared and 
abandoned. The seriousness of the time demands a cLose co-operation and 
mutuaL assistance between the churches more than ever. We are thankfuL to 
have the bond of sister churches and to manifest it by the means of this 
major assembLy, the Synod. 

"Our Reformed fathers have aLways emphasized the importance of the 
Local church. Every LocaL church is a manifestation of the body of Christ, 
and every LocaL church is a compLete church. She is fuLLy responsibLe for 
keeping the church pure and true, warding off heresies and impure practices. 
On the other hand, however, our Reformed fathers have never ignored the 
importance of the unity of the true Churches. They have in aLL means 
endeavoured to manifest the unity of the churches of the Lord, so they have 
Laid a great emphasis on the bond of churches. We are reminded of some 
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historicaL exampLes of how eagerLy they have sought af ter the bond of the 
churches. Sojourning as refugees in foreign countries, our Reformed 
forefathers had cal Led an eccLesiasticaL meeting in Emden in 1571. The 
Churches of England, Germany and HolLand were invited, and the delegates 
Laid the foundation of the bond of the sisterchurches. Under a great 
persecution and threat, the churches in France caL Led for their first 
national Synod in 1559. The churches in Scotland also have convened their 
first General Synod in 1560 under extremely difficult circumstances. 

"lt is striking that the early Reformed fat hers even had the idea 
of an ecumenical Synod (synodus oecumenica) which incLudes all the Reformed 
churches in the whole world. This idea was not realized because of the 
various difficulties in that time. Nevertheless, we notice from this 
exemplification how our Reformed fathers had stressed the importance of the 
bond between the churches, and thus of the unity of the churches of the 
Lord. 

"We take our stand on the same historical linea This Synod is a 
clear manifestation of the bond of the sister churches in this country. 
There are many matters of common interest and concern for the churches. The 
delegates gather here to study, discuss and make decisions, if necessary, 
for the well-being of the churches. ALthough all the matters on the agenda 
are equaLLy important, some of them are eagerLy anticipated by the churches 
to corne to a definite step. It is now high time to make a decision on which 
Bible version our churches shouLd adopt officialLy. The matter of the 
revision of the Church Order is also to be rounded up in same way. Further 
important matters concerning Mission, the Book of Praise, the Church Book, 
the InternationaL Conference of Reformed Churches, etc., wilL be deaLt with. 

"lt is a coincidence that this General Synod is held bet ween the 
Ascension Day and Pentecost. Our Lord ascended into heaven in order to 
execute His authority by sending His Spirit and gathering His Church. From 
Pentecost untiL today He has been gathering ~is people into His Church by 
empLoying menls services. Our being together as churches in this Synod today 
is also a direct result of Christls Ascension and a gift of our Living Lord. 

"Our Lord gives wisdom to all who ask. The delegates must reaLize 
that they are sent for the cause of His Church, and they must also be 
confident of His guidance. lt is a pleasure for brothers to come together 
and discuss matters for the benefit of the Church of the Lord. Perhaps there 
will be same fiery discussions and tense moments~ Brathers delegate, let us 
all be wilLing to listen and comprehend each other in alL humiLity and 
patience in obedience to the Word of Godls grace and to the guidance of His 
Spirit. We are certain that the Lord will provide aLL the delegates with 
necessary wisdom and strength to ~erform the task properly and in accordance 
w;th His Word, for the edification and welfare of the Church of Christ. 

"May this Synod be a great blessing for the Churches of the Lord in 
this country. May the Lord guide us in all things by His Spirit and bless us 
in our work. 

"With these words, I declare the thirteenth Synod of the Free 
Reformed Churches in AustraLia opened." 
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Rev. Hur then invites the meeting to s;ng Psalm 133 1 & 2. 

ArticLe 2 

CREDENTIALS 

Rev. Or S. G. Hur calLs upon the brothers S.H. Terpstra and J. Numan 
to examine the credentiaLs. They report that the foLLowing delegates are 
present with proper credentiaLs: 

From the Church of ALbany: 

Elder J. Diek 
Elder L. 't Hart 
Rev. L.J. Joosse 

From the Church of Armadale: 

Rev. K. Bruning 
Elder W. Buist 
Elder A. SLobe 

From the Church of KeLmscott: 

Rev. Dr. S.G. Hur 
Elder J. Numan 
Elder S.H. Terpstra 

From the Church of Launceston: 

Article 3 

~1ODERAMEN 

ELder J. Alberts 
Rev. K. Jonker 
ELder S. Reitsema 

The foLLowing officers are eLected by baL lot: 

Chai rman: 
Assessor: 
First Clerk: 
Second Clerk: 

Rev. K. Bruning 
Rev. L.J. Joosse 
Elder S.H. Terpstra 
Rev. K. Jonker 

Synod is then adjourned to give the Moderamen the opportunity to 
arrange a time schedule and set rules of procedure. 

• •• /4 



- 4 -

ArticLe 4 

CONSTITUTION OF SYNOD 

The Chairman, Rev. K. Brun;ng, caLLs the meeting to order and decLares 
the Synod constituted. 

ArticLe 5 

AGREEMENT WITH THE THREE FORMS OF UNITY 

The Chairman requests the delegates to testify to their agreement with 
the Three Forms of Unity by rising from their seats. ALL delegates compLy 
with this request. 

ArticLe 6 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

The foLLowing ruLes of Procedures are agreed to: 

(a) there wiLL be no smoking during sessions; 
(b) incoming correspondence received af ter this decLaration is made 

wiLL not be deaLt with by Synod; 
(c) daiLy cLosing of Synod wiLL be conducted by delegates in 

aLphabeticaL order; 
Cd) deputies are requested to attend the sessions when their report is 

being discussed; 
Ce) amendments, motions and proposals shatL be submitted in writing. 

ArticLe 7 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA OF SYNOD 

The chairman advises the delegates that there are two items of ;ncom;ng 
correspondence to be added to the List contained in their fiLes: 

Ca) Letter from Rev. K. Jonker - re peremptoir exam; 
Cb) Letter from the Reformed Churches of Australia: CLassis Western 

Australia. 

This Last Letter was addressed to the Free Reformed Churches 
of AustraLia c/o Box 12 P.O. ArmadaLe. Copies were sent to the 
four Churches. 

Moderamen proposes not to admit this Letter into the Agenda 
for Synod for the foLLowing reasons: 

Ca) it is not addressed to the Synod; 
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(b) it did not arrive early enough for the various Church 
councils to study and discuss it. 

Synod decides to postpone a decision on whether or not to 
admit this letter to the Agenda till Monday. 

Synod then adopts the Provisional Agenda submitted by the convening 
Church as the agenda for the Synod. 

AGENDA 

1) Opening. 

2) Examination of Credentials. 

3) ELections of Officers. 

4) Consitution of Synod. 

5) Agreement with the Three Forms of Unity. 

6) Adoption of Agenda for Synod. 

7) Adoption of Procedures (Schedule of Meetings). 

8) Incoming correspondence: 

(a) from Rev. L.J. Joosse re Church Visitation; 
(b) from Rev. L. J. Joosse re Contact Reformed Churches of 

Australia; 
(c) from Rev. L.J. Joosse re Acts of Synod 1980; 
(d) from Rev. L.J. Joosse re Special Ecclesiastical Meeting of 

the Free Reformed Churehes of Australia; 
(e) Letter and Acts of Special Ecclesiastical Meeting of the Free 

Reformed Churches of Australia; 
(f) from W. Dekker re Contact Reformed Churches; 
(g) from Br. and Sr. Braam re Contact Reformed Churches; 
(h) from M. Vermeulen re Contact Reformed Churches; 
(i) from P. 't Hart re Future Mission Task; 
(j) from J. Eikelboom re International Conference; 
(k) from Church of Kelmscott re International Conference; 
(L) from Church of Kelmscott re Appointment of Deputies; 
(m) from Church of Albany re Decision of Armadale to cease 

Mission Activities; 
(n) from J. Zuidema (Deputy for Correspondence of Abroad) re 

Conduct of fellow deputies; 
(0) from Rev. K. Jonker re exam; 
(p) from Reformed Churches of Australia: Classis Western Aust­

ralia. 

9) Reports: 

(a) Church Visitation; 
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eb) Deputies for Correspondence Abroad: 
(i) Constituent AssembLy of the InternationaL Conference of 

Reformed (hurches; 
(ii) General Report; 

(c) Deputies Church Book; 
(d) Deputies for EngLish BibLe Translation; 
(e) Revised Church Order for Free Reformed Churches of Australia; 
(f) beputies for EccLesiasticaL Ordinances; 
(g) Deputies for Training for the Ministry of the Word; 
(h) Deputies for Correspondence with the Government; 
(i) Deputies for Contact with the Presbyterian Church of Eastern 

Australia; 
(j) Archives of Synod; 
(k) Deputies AppeaL to Presbyterian Reformed Church; 
(L) Librarian of Synod; 
(m) Deputies Study Mission Workers; 
(n) Mission (Armadale) • 

10) Proposals 

From ALbany: 
(a) Church Visitation. 
(b) Editing of Acts. 
(c) Formation of CLasses. 
(d) Mission. 
(e) Subscription Form for ministers, elders and deacons. 

From KeLmscott: 
(a) Synod Acts 1980 ArticLe 21. 
(b) Synod Acts 1980 ArticLe 39. 

11) Auditing of the books and financial papers of the Treasurer. 

12) Determination of the percentage figures·for the assessment of Synod 
expenditure among the Churches. 

13) Appointment of deputies. 

14) Appointment of the Convening Church and of the time and pLace of the 
next Synod. 

15 ) Question accordi ng to Art. 41 of the Church Order. 

16) Personal Question period. 

17) Adoption of the Acts. 

18) Adoption of the press reLease. 

19) Censure according to Art. 43 of the Church Order. 

20) CLosure of the Synod. 

• •• /7 



- 7 -

ArticLe 8 

TIME SCHEDULE 

The foLLowing scheduLe is adopted: 

ArticLe 9 

Morning Sessions 
Afternoon Sessions 
Evening Sessions 

9.00 a.m. to 12.00 noon 
2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
7.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m. 

SEQUENCE OF BUSINESS 

In general the foLLowing sequence wiLL be adhered to: 

1) r1atters pertaining to Doctrine. 
2) Matters pertaining to Church Government. 
3) Matters pertaining to the Churches and those with whom the 

Bond of Churches has contact. 
4) Mission. 

Some variation to this sequence may eventuate to aLLow matters of 
general interest to be deaLt with in the evening sessions when congregation 
members are better abLe to attend. 

The chairman invites the meeting to sing PsaLm 79 
prayer. 

Monday 16th - Morning Session 

ArticLe 10 

OPENING 

5 and c Loses in 

The chairman re-opens the meeting by inviting those present to sing 
PsaLm 36 : 2 af ter which he Leads in prayer and reads Isaiah 61. 

ALL delegates are present. 

Article 11 

The chairman suggests to invite Rev. van Rongen as Advisor to the 
Synod. 

Af ter some discussion the suggestion is voted on. 

Decided is to verbalLy invite Rev. van Rongen as advisor to Synod • 
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Article 12 

8IBLE TRANSLATION 

The Report re EngLish Bible Translation is tabled. Br. A. PLug, in his 
capacity as deputy, is invited to join in the discussion. 

Observations 

1) The Committee on BibLe Translation was given the mandate by Synod 1980 
to concentrate on the coLLection of data. 

2) The Committee was of the opinion that it shouLd make a recommendation 
to the Synod as: 
a) the Language of the K.J.V. is outdated and is consequentLy 

difficuLt to understand by many church members; 
b) among the congregation many different versions are used. Synod 

shouLd give guidance on this matter. 

3) Trinitarian BibLe Society stays with the Greek text accepted by our 
churches in the 16th century. 

4) The recommendations of the committee pertain to the 1971 edition. of the 
R.S.V. onLy. 

5) Due to Lack of expertise and time the committee was unabLe to make a 
chapter to chapter examination. Instead they had to reLy heavily on 
similar studies done by our Canadian Sister Churches during recent 
yea rs. 

6) The Canadian Sister Churches refer to the R.S.V. in their church book. 

7) Whi Le the use of the words "You" and "Your,;' for God and Jesus Chri st is 
not necessariLy incorrect, there are many peopLe in the churches who 
feel that this wouLd be irreverent. 

3) Deputies are not compLeteLy satisfied with any of the translations 
stud i ed. 

Considerations 

1) The Committee has fuLfiLLed its mandate in that it has coLLected data 
from various sources on the various transLations. 
beyond its mandate in recommending the R.S.V. 
Churches. 

It has gone somewhat 
for use in our own 

2) During the course of its studies the Committee has made extensive use 
of the writings of Prof. J. van Bruggen. They concLude that, because 
some editions are translated by believing transLators, this does not 
necessarily mean that those edtions are the best editions. 
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3) WhiLe the Trinitarian BibLe Society does adhere to the accepted 
originaL text its dogma has in some instances noticeabLy infLuenced the 
translation. 

4) R.S.V. has made severaL changes in the 1791 edition as a resuLt of 
advice g;ven to the publishers by our sister churches. 

5) As we use the Church Book produced by our Canadian Sister Churches it 
;s advisabLe to use the same BibLe Translation, if possibLe. 

6) A decision by the Synod to recommend the R.S.V. does not necessariLy 
mean that the K.J.V. can no Longer be used in the Churches. 

The chairman adjourns the meeting for Lunch. 

"onday 16th - Afte~noon Session 

ArticLe 13 

BIBlE TRANSLATION 

The chairman re-opens the meeting. 

Af ter some discussion Synod charges a committee, consisting of the 
Deputies for BibLe Translation, to reformuLate the recommendations contained 
in the report and to present these to a Later session. 

ArticLe 14 

ARTIClE 5 OF CHURCH ORDER 

a) A proposaL to change the word 'consistory' to 'church counciL ' 
throughout the Church Order is tabled. 

Motivation 

1) In the EngLish speaking worLd the word 'consistory' has a specific 
meaning which is not the same as Church CounciL. The Latter 
denotes a specific form of church government which is onLy to be 
found in the Reformed Churches. 

2) ArticLe 30 of the BeLgic Confession aLso speaks of 'Church 
CounciL'. This articLe refers to 1 Cor. 14 : 40. The use of the 
term 'consistory' breaks the tie between the Church Order, and 
BeLgic Confession and this text. 
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Points raised 

The word 'consistory' is used cons;stently throughout the forms 
contained in Canada's new church book. 

DEFEATED 

It ;s proposed to change the words 'church service' to 'public worship 
servi ce' • 

Motivation 

In other articles the term 'public worship service ' is used. 

DEFEATED 

The consequence of this decision is that the term 'church service' will 
be used consistently throughout the Church Order. Where 'public worship 
service' or 'worship service' has been used in the draft this will be 
changed. 

ArticLe 16 

ARTICLE 18 OF CHURCH ORDER 

This Article states that the churches shall maintain a Theological 
Seminary. It ;s proposed to amend this to read: "The Churches shaLl 
support and, if possibLe, maintain ••• " 

Motivation 

In its present form this ArticLe compeLs the churches to carry out a 
duty which ;t;s unable to do under the present circumstances. In the 
amended form it compeLs the churches to support the training for the 
Min;stry of the Word whiLe not removing the obligation to seek 
establishment of our own TheoLogicaL Seminary when this becomes 
possibLe. 

ADOPTED 

The chairman adjourns the meeting. 

Monday 16th - Evening Session 

ArticLe 17 

The chairman re-opens the meeting and invites those present to sing 
PsaLm 131. 

He then announces that a teLephone caLl to the secretary of the Western 
AustraLian Classis of the Reformed Churches has established that the Letter 
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(see ArticLe 7) was not addressed to this Synod. It was addressed and 
intended for the four LocaL churches. 

The chairman then reads two Letters from the Canadian Sister Churches 
to the meeting: 

1) a Letter wishing the Lordls bLessing over the work of this Synod; 
2) a Letter informing us of the time of their Synod and inviting us 

to attend their meetings if possibLe. 

Decided is to write a repLy from this Synod. 

The chairman weLcomes Br. J. Bruning, a Deputy for the Revision of the 
Church Order, and invites him to take part in the discussion. 

ArticLe 18 

ARTICLE 22 OF CHURCH ORDER 

It is proposed to add the word 'visit ' to this ArticLe to indicate that 
in their work in the congregation the deacons need to actuaLLy visit 
those who are in need. 

ADOPTED 

The chairman weLcomes Br. H. Terpstra, the third deputy for the 
Revision of the Church Order, into the meeting. 

ArticLe 19 

ARTICLE 26 OF CHURCH ORDER 

This is a new articLe. In their deLiberations the deputies could not 
reach agreement as to whether it shouldbe included in the Church Order. 

A Lengthy discussion ensues. 

Point raised 

1) This articLe seems to bring a new element into the duty of the 
Church CounciL; 

2) The wording of the ArticLe is such that there are two very 
different interpretations of its meaning: 

a) the first cLaims that the Church CounciL shouLd see to it 
that any work of evangeLization done by members of the 
congregation shouLd be in accordance with the stated aim. 
This interpretation stresses the aim of evangeLization; 

b) the second view cLaims that th~ ArticLe stresses that the 
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Church Council must see to it that the work of evangelization 
is actuaLly doneK 

As the wording of the Article gave rise to a division of opinion it is 
proposed that: 

a) a decision as to its inclusion in the Church Order is post­
poned untiL the next Synod; 

b) deputies be charged to study this matter to determine 

i) the aim of this article, 
ii) the Scriptural basis for this article, and 
iii) the use to which this Article is put by our sister 

churches; 

c) these deputies report to the next Synod. 

ADOPTED 

Artiele 20 

ARTICLE 34 OF CHURCH ORDER 

The proposal of the deputies to deLete the words "his office shall 
cease when the Assembly is adjourned (or ends)" is tabled. 

The Artiele will read: 

" ••• his task shall cease when the assemblY,.ends." 

Article 21 

CLOSING 

The chairman invites those present to sing Psalm 97 
3rother J. Alberts Leads in prayer. 

The meeting is adjourned. 

Tuesday 17th - Morning Session 

Article 22 

OPENING 

DEFEATED 

1 & 6 af ter which 

The chairman invites those present to sing Psalm 96 : 1, 2 & 8 af ter 
which he leads in prayer. He then reads Ephesians 5 :15 - 33. 
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All delegates are present. 

Article 23 

ADOPTION OF ACTS AND PRESS REPORT 

The Acts to Article 12 and the corresponding section of the Press 
Report are read and adopted. 

Brother G. Brouwer, a deputy for the Church Book, is welcomed and 
invited to join in the discussion. 

Article 24 

NEW CHURCH BOOK - PSALM SECTION 

In response to the question: 

"To what extent have the Canadian Sister Churches accepted the New 
Psalm Section and Forms?" 

brother Brouwer informs the meeting that: 

(a) the Psalm Section and Hymn Section have been completed; 
(b) the Liturgical Forms have not yet been completed; 
(c) no copies of the proposed new text of the Heidelberg 

Catechism, the BeLgic Confession and the Canons of Dordt have 
been received. 

The proposal of the Deputies to accept the PsaLm section is adopted • .. 
Article 25 

LITURGICAL FORMS 

The chairman suggests: 

1) to go through each form as listed in the report of the Deputies 
under point tb' of their recommendation; 

2) that brother Brouwer notes the points raised. 

The fo L lowi ng forms are then discussed: 

1) Form for Baptism of Infants; 
2) Form for Baptism of Adults; 
3) Form for Public Profession of Faith; 
4) Form for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper; 
5) Form for the Excommunication of Communicant Members; 
6) Form for the Readmission into the Church of Christ; 
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7) Form for the Ordination of Ministers of the Word; 
8) Form for the Ordination of Elders and Deacons; 
9) Form for the Solemnization of Marr;age. 

The meeting is adjourned. 

Tuesday 17th - Afternoon Session 

Arti cle 26 

OPENING AND PRAYERS SECTION OF CHURCH BOOK 

The chairman re-opens the meeting and asks brother Brouwer whether the 
deputies have considered the prayers as proposed for inclusion in the New 
Church Book. As this has not been done and some of the Church Councils have 
not discussed the prayers, a committee, consisting of the delegates from 
ALbany, is appointed to study the Prayers and to report to a later session 
of Synod. 

ArticLe 27 

PROPOSAL RE LITURGICAL FORMS 

Rev. Jonker tables the following proposal: 

Synod: 

observes that our deputies have thoroughly checked the forms 
(mentioned under b. and c. of the report) and that they recommend 
them for use in the churches; 

considers that there are no compeLling reasons to reject them; 

decides 

Points raised 

1) to adopt these forms on a provisional basis and to make 
a finaL decision af ter the next editions are available 
and Leave it in the freedom of the churches for use; 

2) to charge the deputies with the task to pass on the 
comments and proposed changes from our discussions at 
Synod to the deputies of the Canadian churches. If too 
late they are to be requested to consider them in their 
own report, to include our remarks as an appendix to 
their report to the forthcoming Synod of Cloverdale. 

1) the wording of the proposaL is not clear; 
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2) the proposaL seems to eontain an instruetion to the Canadian 
deputies. 

The proposaL is DEFEATED 

ArticLe 28 

PROPOSAL RE LITURGICAL FORMS 

Rev. Bruning and Rev. Joosse tabLe the foLLowing proposal: 

ArticLe 29 

To instruet our deputies: 

1) to hand over our proposed amendments pertaining to the 
LiturgieaL forms to the Canadian deputies and request them to 
eonsider our proposed amendments and pass them on to their 
fortheoming Synod; 

2) to ;nform our ehurehes about the deeision of the Canadian 
Synod; 

3) to serve our eh ure hes with adviee about the tentative use of 
those Liturgieal forms; 

4) to report to the next Synod. 

ADOPTED 

AVAILABILITY OF CHURCH BOOK 

The ehairman reads the foLLowing note whieh has been passed to him 
dur i ng ; nt e rva L : 

Revised Book of Praise will be avaiLabte in 1985 aceording to 
letter from Canada (Mr. de Groot) to ALbany PubLieation Committee. 

ArticLe 30 

PROPOSAL OF THE ALBANY DELEGATES RE HYMN SECTION OF THE CHURCH BOOK 

The ALbany delegates table the foLLowing proposal: 

Having dealt with the Hymn report of our deputies, who have thoroughly 
examined the Hymn section and have made their proposal in aeeordance to 
the;r mandate: 
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we observe 

1) that the deputies are of the oplnlon that the hymns proposed 
by the Canadian deputies are not unscriptural; 

2) that the deputies of Canada have established the number of 
Hymns; 

3) that uniformity is desirable with the Canadian churches in 
regard to the Book of Praise; 

4) that restrictions in the Hymn Section can cause confusion; 

we consider 

1) th at all hymns can be sung in the worship service; 

2) that there are no compelling reasons to differ from the 
Canadian churches pertaining to the Hymn section; 

3) that sermons from Canadian churches are read in the public 
worship services; 

4) that a guideline for restriction can cause 
reasoning as for the melody and words; 

we therefore propose 

subjective 

not to accept the deputies ' recommendation and recommend the 
use of the new Hymn section in its entirety for the public 
worship service. 

Points raised 

1) In previous Synods the principle to emp~as;ze the use of Psalms in 
preference to Hymns has been firmly established. This is because the 
Psalms are directly based on the inspired Word of God rather than on 
interpretation of God's Word. 

2) This proposal does not necessarily mean that this balance is upset. The 
onus to ensure that it is maintained is up to the Ministers and the 
Church Councils of the local churches rather than the Synod. 

3) While many Hymns may not be unscriptural, they may, nevertheLess, be 
unsuitable for use in the Church services. 

4) The mandate to the deputies was not to test all Hymns, but to select 
from those submitted. 

5) The music should be based on Anglo-Genevan tunes in accordance with the 
title: Book of Praise Anglo-Genevan Psalter. Many Hymns do not 
comply with this criteria. 
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6) While many Hymns are not unscriptural, it has been recommended that 
they are deleted because they unriecessarily repeat the contents of the 
Psalms. 

The proposa Lis DEFEATE~ 

Article 31 

PROPOSAL TO ADOPT HYMNS AS PER REPORT 

It is proposed to adopt the recommendation of the Deputies pertaining 
to the acceptable list of Hymns to be sung in the Church services. 

ADOPTED 

Article 32 

PROPOSAL TO ADD HYMNS TO THIS LIST 

It is proposed to add Hymns 5, 10 and 46 to the list of Hymns 
acceptable for use in the church services. 

The proposals for Hymns 5 and 46 are defeated and that for Hymn 10 is 
adopted. 

Article 33 

DISCHARGE OF DEPUTIES 

The deputies are discharged. Synod commends them for the way they have 
fulfilled their mandate and have maintai~ed contact with thé churches 
throughout the period between the last and the present Synod. 

Article 34 

PROPOSAL TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBILITY OF A CHURCH BOOK FOR THE AUSTRALIAN 
CHURCHES 

Sr. S.H. Terpstra tables the following proposal: 

Proposal 

That deputies be charged with investigating: 

1) the cost of producing a Church Book for the Free Reformed 
Churches of Australia; 

2) whether Canada would give permission to produce parts of its 
Church Book with the alterations we deem necessary; 
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3) that they report to the next Synod. 

That the decision to purchase the new Church Books be postponed 
until such information is available and a decision is made as to 
the necessity and desirabiLity of pursuing this matter. 

~'ot i vat i on 

The assumption that it is not possible is not sufficient basis to 
reject the possibility; 

If necessary: 

1) it would be possibLe to insert amendments; 

2) it would free us from the obligation to automatically follow 
Canada's lead; 

3) it would be possible to incLude our own Church Order instead 
of the Canadian one; 

4) it wouLd be possibLe to excLude those Hymns which are deemed 
undesirabLe for use in our churches. 

Points raised 

1) it couLd be an ideaL situation but the possibiLity is doubtfuL; 

2) it couLd be detrimentaL to the unity of the bond of Sister Churches 
which exists between the Canadian and AustraLian Churches to have a 
different Church Book; 

3) it wouLd be regrettable if it became neC'essary to reject aLL or parts 
of the Canadian Church Book to the extent that it became essentiaL to 
compiLe a Church Book of our own. 

The proposaL is DEFEATED 

ArticLe 35 

PROPOSAL FOR BIBLE TRANSLATION TO ACCEPT R.S.V. (1971 EDITION) 

The Deputies for Bible Translation tabLe the foLLowing proposals: 

The Deputies recommend that Synod, having received and considered the 
Report of the Deputies for BibLe TransLations: 

Observes 

1) that Synod 1956 of the Free Reformed Churches decided to 
adopt the King James Version (authorized) for use within the 
churches; 
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2) that later synods, having considered the outdated language of 
the KingJames Version, have appointed deputies to look for a 
suitable alternative translation; 

3) that the Canadian sister churches have thoroughly evaluated 
the R.S.V. and have adopted it as the recommended version for 
use in their churches; 

4) that the Canadian sister churches have decided to use it 
scripture quotations for the creeds, confessions 
liturgical forms used in their Church Book of which we 
use; 

for 
and 

make 

5) that the R.S.V. is undergoing a process of revision, that the 
Translation Committee of the R.S.V. is receptive to 
suggestions for corrections, and that a new edition is 
planned for the future; 

Considers 

1) that the use of the King James Version in the churches is 
becoming increasingly problemat;c because of ;ts outdateq 
language; 

2) that the R.S.V. (1971) is a reliable, accurate and 
translation of the Holy Scriptures, presénted 
dignified, contemporary English, and suitable 
public worship, instructional andfamily use; 

acceptab le 
in clear, 
for use in 

3) that previous synods have voiced concern about the 
possibility of unreliable, modern translations being wideLr 
used within our congregations; 

Decides 

1) to rescind the decision of Synod 1956 (Acts, Art. 36) to 
recommend the K.J.V. for use in the churches; 

2) to recommend to the churches the Revised Standard Version 
(1971 edition) for public worship, instruction, and family 
use; 

3) that use of the K.J.V. be left to the freedom of the churches 
if acceptance of the R.S.V. meets with insurmountable 
objections, since the use of the one translation, while 
desirable, should not be compulsory; 

4) to discharge present deputies and appoint new deputies to: 

(a) monitor developments regarding the use of the R.S.V. 
within the churches and further work by the Translation 
Committee of the R.S.V.; 
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(b) report deveLopments to the next Synod; 

(c) maintain archives of reLevant matter regarding BibLe 
translations in order to faciLitate the work of future 
deputies for BibLe translations, should these be 
appointed. 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 

ARTICLE 40 OF CHURCH ORDER 

The chairman re-opens the discussion. The translation of this ArticLe 
in the Church Order is to be changed in such a way that the impression that 
the deacons are subordinate to the consistory is removed. Reference is made 
to the words in the Dutcn originaL 'beLeid' and 'beheer'. 

The meeting is adjourned tiLL 7.00 p.m. 

Tuesday 17th - Evening Session 

ArticLe 37 

ARTICLE 41 OF CHURCH ORDER 

The chairman re-opens the meeting by invit;ng those present to sing 
PsaLm 97 1 & 6. 

It is decided to discuss the articLes directLy related to the cLassis 
in conjunction with the proposaL from ALbany pertaining to the same subject. 
SpeciaL attention wiLL then be given to the note of the deputies which 
suggest that meetings of cLasses shouLd be once per year rather than every 
three months. 

ArticLe 38 

ARTICLE 43 OF CHURCH ORDER 

It is noted th at the deputies have deLiberateLy chosen this wording in 
order to pLace the initiative for choosing a counsellor on the vacant church 
rather than in the cLassis. 

ADOPTED 
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Art i cLe 39 

ARTICLE 46 OF CHURCH ORDER 

It is proposed to repLace the term 'Reformed ' by 'Three Forms of 
Unity'. 

Motivation 

1) WhiLe it is understood that for the purpose of this Church Order 
these two terms are synonymous, recent debates seem to have made 
the meaning of the term 'Reformed ' when used in reLation to other 
churches more obscure. 

2) There are many other Creeds which originate from the period of the 
Reformation. WhiLe these creeds are undoubtedLy Reformed in this 
sense, the fact that they are scripturaL in every sense has never 
been estabLished by the Synods of the Free Reformed Churches of 
Australia. 

DEFEATED 

Art i cLe 40 

ARTICLE 47 OF CHURCH ORDER 

The question is raised why censure shouLd be exercised onLy at the end 
of a Synod meeting. It is pointed out that this does not precLude that 
censure is carried out during the meetings if and when necessary. This 
ArticLe has definite vaLue in times when there are difficuLties in the 
Church. 

The articLe is adopted as it has been presented. 

ArticLe 41 

ARTICLE 60 OF CHURCH ORDER 

It is proposed to deLete the word " ••• a fter making the required 
announcement to the congregation". 

Motivation 

1) This practice has never been foLLowed; 
2) There seems to be no reaL necessity for its impLementation. 

Points raised 

An attestation is given with the consent of aLL church members. 

DEFEATED 
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ArticLe 42 

ARTICLE 63 OF CHURCH ORDER 

Some discussion ensues on the recommendat{on of the"deputies to insert 
the words " ••• preferably in the afternoon services". 

It is pointed out that the second service on the Sunday has a different 
nature to the first one. In character it is basically a confession of faith. 

The recommendation of the deputies is adopted. 

Arti cLe 43 

ARTICLE 66 OF CHURCH ORDER 

The deputies' recommendations to deLete the words " ••• bywhich churches 
a re affected" is adopted. 

Befare it ends, Synod wiLL appoint a Church to fuLfiL the requirements 
of this ArticLe. 

Those present are invited to sing PsaLm 130 
Buist cLoses in prayer. 

The meeting is adjourned. 

Wednèsday 18th - norning Session 

Arti cLe 44 

OPENING 

2 af ter which brother 

The chairman opens the meeting and invites those present to sing Hymn 
51 1 & 4 af ter which he Leads in prayer. He then reads PsaLm 87. 

The Acts up to ArticLe 35 and the reLevant section of the Press Report 
are read and adopted. 

It is decided to instruct Sr. Brouwer, the deputy for the Church Book, 
to present Synod with the List of points raised under ArticLe 25 for 
incLusion into these Acts as our Appendix. (See Appendix 2). 

ALL delegates are present. 

Arti cLe 45 

ARTICLE 81 OF CHURCH ORDER 

The chairman re-opens the discussion on the Church Order and invites 
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comments on Artiele 81. 

Points raised 

1) This articLe is ~orded too strongLy because it does not aLLow any 
freedom to deviate from the Church Order where and when this becomes 
essentiaL. 

2) The Church Order shouLd be diLigentLy upheLd by the Churches. The 
Spirit of each articLe must be carefuLly upheLd in each of the Churches 
in its own situation. 

3) The Church Order shouLd be binding on the Churches. Any changes shouLd 
onLy be do ne in the Bond of Churches and not by LocaL churches on their 
own. Reference is made in this respect to ArticLe 38 of Synod 1954. In 
this way it is ensured that churches cannot go their own way in an 
independent way. 

Rev. Hur tables the foLLowing proposaL as an amendment to Artiele 81: 

The Churches are to diLigentLy observe the articLes of this Church 
Order as Long as they have not been changed by a Synod. 

ADOPTED 

Artiele 46 

ADOPTION OF REVISED CHURCH ORDER 

Having adopted the artieles 1 - 81, with the exception of Art. 26 on 
evangeLism~ of the proposed Church Order Revision, Synod instructs a 
committee to thoroughLy examine the Lingu1stic aspects of those articLes 
incorporating the changes raised by Synod so as to be abLe to finaLize its 
text. 

Deputies are thanked and discharged. 

Article 47 

REPORT OF DEPUTIES FOR ECCLESIASTICAL CONTACT 

vote. 
Af ter some discussion the proposals of the deputies are put to the 

1) That the appointed cLasses be reminded of the RuLes for 
Correspondence with Foreign Sister Churches and in particular the 

. ruLes relating·to the admittance of Minister from out~ide the bond 
of Churches. That the classes be directed onLy to admit such 
ministers af ter submitting them to a colLoquium doctum in 
accordance with the resolutions of the Dutch Sister Churches Synod 
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1893 Art. 165, Synod 1927, Art. 161,' 9nd Synod 1936, Art. 122 
(1-4) • 

ADOPTEI> 

2) The repeated caLLing of the same minister during the same vacancy 
wiLl not occur without the prior advice of classis. 

ADOPTED 

The deputies are discharged and thanked for the work they have done. 

Arti cLe 48 

FaRM OF SUBSCRIPTION FOR MINISTERS, ELDERS AND DEACONS 

The chairman invites comment on the proposed form of subscription for 
~inisters, and second form for ELders and Deacons. 

Points raised 

1) At present the various churches do not have the same forms. 

2) These forms are better because they differentiate between the task of 
the ministers and eLders. 

3) The basic content of the forms are the same as the existing ones. These 
forms are, however, more specific in that they stipuLate what shou~d be 
done in cases where there is a difference of opinion. 

4) The Subscription forms enhance the ideas contained in the separate 
forms of the ordination for the different offices. 

5) Voting shouLd be confined to content and intent. If accepted the farms 
wiLL be re-structured into contemporary EngLish. 

6} The word 'cheerfuLLy' in both forms wiLL be changed to 'wiLLingLy'. 

The two Subscription Forms are put to the vote. 

Both are adopted. 

ArticLe 49 

ECCLESIASTICAL CERTIFICATES 

It is proposed to appoint deputies to translate the EccLesiasticaL 
Certificates as per ArticLes 5, 6 and 11 of the (oLd) Church 
Order. 

ADOPTED 
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The meeting is adjourned for Lunch. 

Wednesday 18th ~AfternoonSession 

Art; cLe 50 

REPORT - TRAINING FOR MIN IS TRY OF THE WORD 

The chairman re-opens the meeting and tab~e~ the Report for Training 
for the M;n;stry of the Word. 

Considerations 

1) ArticLe 70 point 9 of the Acts of Synod 1978 instructs the 
deputies to continue the fund for support of students. 

• k 

2) Article 20 of the Acts of Synod 1980 instructs deput;es to request 
the churches to provide funds when necessary. 

3) The Churches shouLd not accumuLate funds forihis type of purpose. 
The money shouLd be raised when requ;red. 

4) As there are no students requ;r;ng funds at the present moment 
this need has not been estabLishe·d by the r·eport. 

The proposal of the deputies: 

To instruct new deputies to charge the churches ye~rLy $5.00 (five 
doLlars) per confessing member tiLl next Synod to increase the;r 
fund for future demands. 

is put to the vote. 

DEFEATED 

The second proposal of the deputies: 

To instruct new deputies to draft guidel;nes, rules and 
regulations for execut;ng fi~anciaL aid, to b~ presented to next 
Synod for approval. 

is then put to the vote. 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 

Deputies are thanked for their work and discharged. 
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ArticLe 51 

CHURCH ORDER 

The chairman reports that a .ub-committee consisting of the br6ther~ P. 
It Hart and A. Terpstra has been set up to: 

1) impLement the decision of the Synod pertaining to the ,Draft of t_h.e 
Church Order; 

2) examine the Linguistic aspects of this draft; 

3) report to a Later sess;on of Synod. 

ArticLe 52 

DEPUTIES: ARTICLE 26 OF CKURCH ORDER 

The instruct;ons for Dep~ties to study ArticLe 26 of the Church Order 
are tabled. These read:. 

1) The deputies will exam;ne: 

(a) the a;mof the artiele; 
(b) the scri~tural basis for this articLe; 
(c) the use to wh;ch this articLe ;s put by our sister churches. 

2) Deputies wiLL report to the next Synod. 

ADOPTED 

Art; c Le 53 

DEPUTIES - REPORT FOR CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT 

Considerat;ons 

1) Deputies shouLd have cLear ;nstructions. 

2) Having deputies for the same task who Live so far apart makes the 
execution of their task difficuLt. 

Synod decides to appoint a sub-committee cons;sting of the delegates 
from Launceston to: 

1) construct cLear instructions for deputies for this task; 

2) report to a Later session of Synod. 

The deputies are thanked for the;r work and are discharged. 
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ArticLe 54 

SYNOD ACTS 1980 

The chairman tables the foLLowing for discussion: 

1) Letter from Rev. Joosse re Acts of Synod 1980. 

2) ProposaL from the Free Reformed Church of Kelmscott re Synod Acts 
1980, ArticLe 34. 

In the discussion objection is ra;sed"against some statements contained 
in the second part of the Letter trom Rev. Joosse. In response to this the 
second haLf of the Letter is withdrawn. This is noted with thankfulness. 

The proposal of the Free Reformed Church of KeLmscott: 

to appoint deputies to re~state and re-formulate the Rules 
thus providing them with greater ~larity and statement of 
intent 

is put to the vote. 

ADOPTED 

The second proposal: 

to am~nd Article 1 of the Rules of Synod substituting 'May' 
for 'January' 

is similarLy deaLt with. 

ADOPTED 

As the third proposaL is associated with the p~oposaL of ALbany to form 
CLasses, it is deferred untiL a Later session of Synod when this subject 
wil~ be dealt with. 

Artiele 55 

RULES OF SYNOD 

The letter from the Free Reformed Church of KeLmscott re the faiLure to 
adhere to the ruLes of Synod, and the appointment of deputies, is tabled. 

1) For these reasons the Church of KeLmscott requestsS~nód to: 

Ca) re-confirm its commitment to the RuLes of Syndd as pubLished 
in Synod Acts 1980, Appendix II; 
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Cb) ensure adherence and compl iance with the· stipulations as 
stated in the Rules. 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 

2) WhiLe it is conceded that Synods are Limited in the selection of 
Deputies due to our relativeLy smaLL numbers, we h~ve resoLved to 
request Synod to: 

Art; cLe 56 

(a) str;ve to honour the spirit of ArticLe 49 of the Church Order 
and delegate deputoriaL assignments and responsibiLities over 
as wide a cross section of church members as possibLe; 

(b) emphasize the requirement that Deputies must submit their 
requ;red reports within the time Limit imposed by the RuLes 
for Synod; 

(c) se ek objectiv;ty and fairness in the appointment of Deputies 
as ;ndicated by Article 49 of the Church Order. 

UNAMINOUSLY ADOPTED 

EOITING OF ACTS 1980 

The proposaL from the Free Reformed Church of ALbany is tabled. 

Considerations 

1) Many of the ArticLes contained in these Acts Lack cLarity in 
detaiL and ;ntent. 

2) That future Acts of Synod shouLd contain more detaiL so that 
ambigu;ty is prevented. 

ADOPTED 

Brother S.H. Terpstra tab Les the foLLowing proposal: 

That the request to: 

rev;se the Acts 1980 (or) to make an additi'on to it i·n order 
that these acts wiLl be acta synodaLis 

be declared ;nadm;ssabLe. 

Mot;vat;on 

The Acts of any previous Synod can never be rewritten because: 

1) the Synod ceases to ex;st when it has completed its agenda; 
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2) each Synod adopts the Acts for that Synode 

ADOPTED 

ArticLe 57 

ACTS OF SYNOD 1980 - ARTICLE 21 

The chairman tables the proposals of the Free Reformed Church of 
Kelmscott pertaining to ArticLe 21 of Acts of Synod 1980. 

Considerations 

1) PeopLe who Leave one of the LocaL churches in Australia to live in 
the area designated to the care of another church should rema;n in 
the care of the church from which they come. 

2) People who come from overseas to Live in areas which are far from 
one of the Local churches are just as remote for our churches as 
from the churches of their origine 

3) In The Netherlands some churches are appointed to care for 
scattered members who live in countr;es where there is no church. 

4) Church CounciLs are abLe to judge each individual case on its 
merits. This is stated in Arti cLe 27 of Synod 1959 which stat es 
that Church CounciLs can determine whether or not to accept 
attestations of scattered members. 

Points rai sed 

1) The probLem seems to be in the word 'borderLines'. This does not mean 
that the areas designated to a church are just another part of that 
church's area of normal supervision. 

2) Attestations from sister churches shouLd be received. 

3) Supervision and church discipline are possible through correspondence. 

4) PastoraL care can be exerc;sed in the same manner. 

5) It is our responsibiLity to look af ter our own country. 

The proposaL from the Free Reformed Church of Kelmscott: 

to rescind ArticLe 21, Subsection 3, which reads: 

"BorderLines between congregations (Acts 1959, Art. 37): 

ALbany: 

Armadale: 

South Australia and the South Coast of 
W.A. 

QueensLand and the South West of W.A. 
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North of W.A., Northern Territory, Papua 
New Guinea. 

Victoria, New South Wales, A.C.T." 

is put to the vote. 

DEFEATED 

The second proposaL of the Church of Kelmscott is then put to the vote. 
This proposal reads: 

that each of the Churches maintain contact with those of its 
members who decide to reside in areas which place them 
outside the effective fellowship of the communion of saints. 

ADOPTED 

Rev. Joosse tables the following proposal: 

Proposal regarding the decision of Acts 1980, Article 21: 

1) to have the name IPapua New Guinea ' deleted as it is 
another country; 

2) to replace the word 'borderline ' with the phrase lareas 
under the care of'. 

ADOPTED 

The chairman adjourns the meeting. 

May 18th - Even;ng Sess;on 

Article 58 

RELATIONSHIP WrTH SISTER CHURCHES AND OTHER CHURCHES 

The chairman opens the meeting and invites those present to sing Psalm 
.'34 3 & 5. 

As Rev. K. Bruning is a deputy for Contact with Churches Abroad, he 
invites Rev. L.J. Joosse to chair the meetings dealing with this subject. 

Brother J. Bonker is invited to join in the discussion. 

Rev. L.J. Joosse proposes: 

not to admit the letter from the Church of Kelmscott. 

Motivation 

1) The request of the Church Council of Kelmscott to defer coming to 
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a decision on whether or not to join in with an InternationaL 
Conference is based on the argument that there is insufficient 
material available to come to a decision on this matter. 

2) This material is to be presented by the deputies to the Synode 
Thus Synod shouLd decide whether there is sufficient information 
to come to such a decision. 

Points raised 

1) The reason for the request of the Church CounciL of KeLmscott is not 
the fact that there is insufficient material but that there is much 
unrest and even division in that church over this matter. The unity in 
that church is at stake. 

2) The Church Council shouLd substantiate the cLaim that this is so. 

This the delegates refuse to do on the grounds that such an evaLuation 
is the task of the Church CounciL and not of the Synode Synod must 
accept the evaLuation of a Church Council of the Local church of the 
s;tuation in the church. 

The proposaL is ADOPTED 

Article 59 

THE PROCEDURE WHICH HAS LED TO THE MEETING OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Points raised 

1) Why was the information pertaining to this meeting not received until 
January 1982? 

WhiLe it is regrettabLe that there was so much haste this was 
unavoidable because the deputies did not receive the information 
from their counterparts in The Netherlands any earlier. 

2) Why did it take su eh a long time for the deputies to repLy to Albany's 
request for information? 

Some of the information had to be gained from other sources. The 
deputies acknowLedge that it is regrettabLe that they did not 
repLy earlier. 

3) In the Light of the information received how is it possibLe that the 
Rapport van de deputaten voor de Correspondentie met de buitenLandse 
kerken aan de generaLe Synode van de Gereformeerde Kerken Arnhem 1981 
states (p. 26) that the Australian deputies have at that date aLready 
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received this proposaL and have responded positiveLy to their request 
to send delegates to the meeting? 

This information is not correct. The onLy information deputies had 
received prior to January 1982 was a brief outLine which was 
submitted to Synod 1980 (Art. 30 : 3). This outLine spoke onLy of 
sister churches. 

A proposal to endorse the act;ons of the deputies wiLL be tabled at a 
Later session. 

ArticLe 60 

REPORT RE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY (C.A.) OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
REFORMED CHURHCES (I.C.R.C.) 

The report of the deputies pertaining to their visit to the Constituent 
AssembLy of the InternationaL Conference and the Letter af brother J. 
Eikelboom about the same subject is tabled. 

Points raised 

The report of the deputies is very brief and omits to mention severaL items 
which require cLarification. For exampLe: 

1) the reasons why the Dutch Reformed Church of Sri Lanka and The Reformed 
Church of Japan did not attend; 

2) the criteria which are used by the churches present to recognize each 
other as true and faithfuL churches; 

3) the fact that a cLosed session was heLd and the reasons for it. 

In answer the deputies acknowledge that their report was very brief due 
to lack of time. They state that: 

1) the Reformed Church of Japan was absent because it had to deaL with the 
invitation at its forthcoming Synod; 

2) the reason for the absence of the Dutch Reformed Church of Sri Lanka is 
not known; 

3) they had no probLems coming to the recognition that churches are true 
and faithfuL if they are based on Reformed Confession. Other reports 
which are not tabled here indicate that those churches which were 
present are faithful to their Confessions. 

4) Synod deems the explanation pertaining ta the CLosed Session ta be 
satisfactory. 

As the time for adjournment is drawing near, same further questions are 
tabled for the consideration by the deputies. 
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The chairman then invites those present to sing PsaLm 89 
which brother J. Diek cLoses ;n prayer. 

The meeting is adjourned. 

Thursday 19th May - Rorning Session 

ArticLe 61 

OPENING 

7 af ter 

The chairman, Rev. L.J. Joosse, invites those present to sing PsaLm 
138 : 1 and Leads in prayer. He then reads 2 Peter 1 16 - 21 af ter which 
he weLcomes brother J. Bonker, one of the deputies for Correspondence with 
Foreign Sister Churches, ;nto the meeting. 

He decLares that the Synod is in cLosed session. 

ArticLe 62 

REPORT - RE C.A. OF I.C.R.C. continued 

The meeting is decLared open to visitors. 

The chairman makes the foLLowing decLaration: 

Synod acknowLedges the Letter of brother J. Zuidema and has deaLt 
with it. 

He then re-opens the discussion on the report of the deputies for 
Correspondence with Foreign Sister Churches pertaining to the C.A. of the 
I.C.R.C. 

The deputies answer the questions posed at the end of the previous 
session. 

Points raised 

1) The road to coming to the acknowLedgement of the church as a sister 
church is a Long one. At the beginning of this road the deputies 
acknowLedge that the church with which they are corresponding is a true 
church. This forms the basis for further correspondence. 

2) The churches which attended the meeting in Groningen-Suid had Left the 
R.E.S. and subscribed to aLL or some of the Reformed Creeds mentioned 
in the basis. 

3) Membership of the R.E.S. by a church has never been an impediment for 
entering into provisionaL eccLes;asticaL contact. Even this type of 
eccLesiasticaL fellowship wiLL not be offered to any church which 
refuses to discuss Leaving this organisation. 
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4) Deputies attended this meeting on behaLf of the Free Reformed Churches 
of Australia. 

5) The probLem of doubLe correspondence is indeed a major one. As a 
guideLine the deputies suggest that it wouLd be impossibLe to estabLish 
a sister church reLationship with any church which has cLose ties to a 
church which is directLy opposed to our churches. 

6) At the conference the churches were in an equaL position. 

7) The I.C.R.C. wiLl not have any authority over the LocaL churches. It 
wiLL be an advisory body onLy. 

The chairman adjourns the meeting. 

Thursday 19th - Afternoon Session 

ArticLe 63 

REPORT RE C.A. OF I.C.R.C. continued 

The chairman re-opens the meeting by inviting those present to sing 
PsaLm 119 : 13. 

The discussion on the C.A. of the I.C.R.C. is continued. 

Points raised 

1) By subscribing to the basis contained in the report the deputies have 
committed the churches to the Westminster Confession. 

2) When the church of Korea became our sister church the Westminster 
Confession was accepted as a base for contact with other churches. 

Arti cLe 64 

THE PURPOSE OF THE I.C.R.C. - ARTICLE 3 OF CONSTITUTION 

The chairman invites comment on the purpose as stated in the report. A 
Lengthy discussion ensues. 

Points raised 

1) The purpose of a Conference shouLd be. to seek unity by examining 
differences in the Light of the Scriptures. 

2) Is it possibLe to co-operate in the mission mandate with churches who 
are not sister churches? 

3) The I.C.R.C. wiLL cons;st onLy of churches who were preserllt at the 
Constituent AssembLy. 
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4) Discussion about membership of the R.E.S. wouLd eventuate in cases 
where churches are members of this organisation. 

The statement (ArticLe 3, Pt. 5): 

"to present a Reformed testimony to the worLd" 

is not cLear. 

Article 65 

THE REGULATIONS AND INTERIM RULES OF THE I.C.R.C. 

The chairman tables the Regulations and Interim RuLes of the I.C.R.C. 
for discussion. 

Points raised 

1) Period of time between meetings shouLd be Langer because of: 

a) cost; nvo L ved; 

b) amount of time invoLved in preparation and meeting which can be 
detrimentaL to the work of Church Councils in the local church. 

2) An Interim Committee can easiLy become a permanent one. 

The proposed date of the first meeting faLLs in the same year as our 
next Synod. This couLd be detrimentaL to the work in the local 
churches. 

ArticLe 66 

GENERAL REPORT RE INTERNATIONAL CONTACT 
REFORMED CHURCHES: (SISTER CHURCHES) 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH CANADIAN 

The chairman tables the General Report of the deputies for 
Correspondence with Foreign Sister Churches for discussion. 

The deputies propose to: 

continue the correspondence with the Canadian Reformed 
Churches. 

ADOPTED 

The deputies wilL send a copy of the revised ApostLes' Creed to the 
Deputies for Revision of the Church Book. 
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ArticLe 67 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE GEREFORMEERDE kERKEN IN-Ne~ERLAND (SISTER CHURCHES) 

Points raised 

1) The Report of Synod Arnhem 1981 states that the sister churches of the 
Netherlands have requested information from our deputies about the 
Reformed Churches of New Zealand. It wouLd be beneficiaL for deputies 
to gather information to come to an own opinion of these churches. 

2) WhiLe this report is very brief it contains the essence of aLL 
correspondence entered into since the Last Synod. 

3) The deputies contact onLy those churches which are pLaced on our road. 
They make extensive use of information BvaiLabLe from The Netherlands. 

Synod will consider whether to change the name of our Deputies to 
Committee on ReLations with Churches Abroad. 

The deputies propose: 

to continue the correspondence with the Gereformeerde Kerken 
in The Netherlands. 

ADOPTED 

The chairman adjourns the meeting. 

Thursday 19th - Evening Session 

ArticLe 68 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH DIE VRIJE GEREFORMEERDE KERKE IN SUID AFRICA (SISTER 
CHURCHES) 

The chairman invites aLL present to sing PsaLm 86 • 3 and decLares the 
meeting opened. 

The deputies' recommendation: 

to continue the correspondence with Die Vrije Gereformeerde 
Kerke in Suid Africa 

is ADOPTED 
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Artiele 69 

THE REFORMED CHURCH OF JAPAN 

The deputies propose: 

to continue the contact. 

ADOPTED 

Art i cLe 70 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE KOREAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (SISTER CHURCHES) 

The deputies propose: 

to continue correspondence with the Korean Presbyterian 
Church. 

ADOPTED 

ArticLe 71 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE SISTER CHURCHES OF SUMBA-SAVU 

The deputies propose: 

to continue correspondence with the sister churches of 
Sumba-Savu. 

ADOPTED 

Furthermore it is decided to ;nstruct deputies to investigate the 
possibility of visiting these sister churches. 

Artiele 72 

THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF TAIWAN 

It is proposed to: 

recognize the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Taiwan as a 
true and faithfuL church. 

ADOPTED 
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ArticLe 74 

GENERAL PROCEDURE RE CORRESPONDENCE 

Brother S.H. Terpstra tables the foLLowing proposal: 

That Synod decLare the procedure foLLowed by the Deputies for 
Correspondence with Foreign Sister Churches, to decLare 
Churches true and faithfuL at the beginning of contact, to be 
incorrect. 

DEFEATED 

The chairman invites those present to sing PsaLm 86 
brother L. It Hart cLoses the meeting in prayer. 

2 af ter which 

The meeting is adjourned. 

Friday 20th - Afternoon Session 

ArticLe 75 

REPORT OF DEPUTIES FOR CORRESPONDENCE WITH FOREIGN SISTER CHURCHES continued 

The chairman, Rev. L.J. Joosse, invites those present to sing PsaLm 
~5 2 and Leads in prayer. He then reads Acts 1 : 1 - 11. 

The deputies tabLe the foLLowing proposal: 

That Synod, having heard the oraL report of deputies regarding the 
EvangeLicaL Presbyterian Church of IreLand and the Free Church of 
ScotLand: 

Observes 

1) that those churches are based on the Reformed Westminster 
Standards of Faith; 

2) the information received: 

a) in the written report of the deputies of Synod 1980; 
b) the reports on the Conference (C.A.) in Groningen 1982 

from its own deputies; 
c) the officiaL reports of our Dutch sister churches, Acts 

Arnhem 1981; 

Considers 

1) that those churches are faithfuL in the ministry of the Word, 
of the Sacraments and of the Church discipLine; 
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have proven in their 
command of the Lord to 
churches; 

own church history obedience to the 
separate themseLves from apostate 

3) have terminated their membership of the R.E.S. because of the 
fact that apostate churches are toLerated in that 
organisation causing disunity of faith; 

4) have expressed their wiLLingness and desire to have 
fellowship in unity of faith with other faithfuL churches in 
the worLd, whiLe the EvangeLicaL Presbyterian Church of 
IreLand has aLready estabLished fuLL sister church 
reLationsips with our sister churches of the Netherland; 

5) have given fuLL support to and co-operation with our sister 
churches in the Constituent AssembLy, Groningen 1982, and 
have testified of their wiLLingness to discuss some existing 
differences between the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches. 

Decides 

1) to confirm that those Churches are faithfuL Churches of the 
Lord; 

2) to instruct the deputies: 

Points raised 

a) to inform those Churches of this decision; 
b) to intensify the correspondence with those Churches with 

the aim to estabLish fuLL sister reLationship with them; 
c) report to the next Synod. 

1) The report of the deputies contains LittLe ;nformat;on to substantiate 
this proposal. This Lack of information is the cause of much confusion. 
Deputies express regret that their report is so brief. 

2) Indirect information, such as that contained in the officiaL reports of 
deputies from the sister churches, can be used by the deputies to come 
to their proposals. 

3) Synod must make the decision based on the report of the deputies. 

The proposaL is ADOPTED 

ArticLe 76 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH CHURCHES WITH ·WHOM CONTACT HAS ALREADY BEEN ESTABLISHED 

Deputies tabLe their second proposaL pertaining to contact w;th those 
churches with which they have aLready estabLished contact. 

• •• /40 



- 40 -

Synod: 

Observes 

that there are contacts with the Reformed Church of Japan and 
the Dutch Reformed Church of Sr; Lanka; 

Considers 

the command of the Lord to seek unity with faithfuL churches; 

Decides 

to instruct deputies to investigate those possibiLities. 

8rother S.H. Terpstra tables the foLLowing counter proposal: 

That Synod declare that it is the aim of contact with other 
churches to gat her ;nformation to enabLe Synod to recognize 
that church as a true Church, rather than the in;tiaL 
decLarat;on from which cont;nued contact originates. 

This means that the folLowing procedure wouLd be followed: 

1) contact with another church to gat her information and discuss 
important issues; 

2) deputies report to Synod; 
3) Synod decides whether or not that church is true and faithfuL 

on the basis of the informat;on supplied. 

Both proposals are put to the vote. 

The proposaL of the deputies is DEFEATED 

The proposaL put by brother S.H. Terpstra is ADOPTED 

This means that Synod has decided to ;nstruct deputies to investigate 
whether those churches can be recognised as true and faithful churches and 
present possible proposals to the next Synode Synod is to decide whether 
these churches can be acknowLedged as true and faithfuL churches. 

Deputies are discharged from their task. 
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ArticLe 77 

NEW CONTACTS 

The deputies' third proposaL is tabled. 

Synod: 

Observes 

that there are possibiLities to se ek new contacts with other 
churches; 

Considers 

the command of the Lord to seek unity with faithfuL churches; 

Decides 

to instruct deputies to investigate those possibiLities. 

The foLLowing amendments are moved: 

1) to append to the end of the instruction to deputies the words "and 
report to Synod". 

ADOPTED 

2) ••• in cLose contact with deputies from our sister churches, 
especiaLLy with those of the Netherlands. 

ADOPTED 

The proposaL of the deputies with the amendments added, which now 
reads: "to instruct deputies to investigate those possibiLities in close 
contact with deputies from our sister churches, especiaLLy with those of the 
Netherlands, and report to Synod ••• ", is 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 

ArticLe 78 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS 

In the previous instructions for deputies it states: 

1) Synod aLso decides to instruct the deputies to suppLy the churches 
with the Acts of the Synods of corresponding sisterchurches; 

This has not been done because deputies receive insufficient 
copies of these acts for distribution in the LocaL churches • 
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2) to inform the Churches as soon as an invitation or announcement of 
a coming Synod of one of the sister churches comes in, so that 
Churches may determine if one of the officebearers is abLe to 
represent our Churches there; 

This aLso has not been done. Future deputies wiLL again receive 
the same instruction. 

The chairman makes the foLLowing statement: 

Af ter a Lengthy discussion in which the general report from 
deputies for correspondence with Foreign Sister Churches was deaLt 
with, Synod decided to continue the sister reLationship with the: 

1) Canadian Reformed Churches; 
2) The Gereformeerde Kerken in NederLand; 
3) Die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Africa; 
4) The Korean Presbyterian Church; 
5) The sister churches of Sumba-Savu. 

It is aLso decided to acknowLedge that the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan is a true and faithfuL church of our Lord. 

Furthermore, it is decided to instruct deputies to investigate the 
possibiLity of visiting the sister churches in Sumba and Savu. 

The chairman adjourns the meeting. 

Artiele 79 

PROCEDURE RE INVITATION TO C.A. OF I.C.R.C. 

The chairman, Rev. L.J. Joosse, invites those present to sing PsaLm 
103 : 1 and 4. 

He then tables the foLLowing proposal: 

Synod, having deaLt with the procedure pertaining to the 
acceptance of the invitation from the deputies from The 
Netherlands for Correspondence with Foreign Sister Churches to 
attend the Constituent AssembLy for the InternationaL Conference 
of Reformed Churches regrets the way deputies have handled this 
invitation. 

ADOPTED 
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Artiele 80 

ARTICLE 3 ITEM 1 OF CONSTITUTION OF I.C.R.C. 

The brothers L. 't Hart and J. Diek tabLe the foLLowing proposal: 

Artiele 81 

Proposal as to Art. 3 item 1 of Purpose of the I.C.R.C. 
Constitution. 

Considering that 

1) The Bond of Churches do not have officiaL correspondence with 
some of the ~roposed member churches; 

2) This articLe states: 

To express and promote the unity of faith that member 
churches have in Christ. 

3) This artiele gives the impression that the member churches 
have aLready accepted one another fuLLy as officiaL sister 
churches. 

Propose 

1) to amend this articLei 

2) amendments to read: 

To express and promote the unity of faith in Christ. 

DEFEATED 

ARTICLE 3 ITEM 3 OF CONSTITUTION OF I.C.R.C. 

The brothers L. 't Hart and J. Diek tabLe the foLLowing proposal: 

ProposaL as to Art. 3 Item 3 

Considerations 

1) that the stated aim of the conference is mereLy to confer 
together in an effort to come to the fuLLest eccLesiasticaL 
unitYi 

2) that the mission command as found in Matthew 28 
given to the church; 

19 has been 

3) that mission activities and the fuLfiLment of other mandates 
is not the concern of a conference of this nature; 
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Recommend 

ArticLe 82 

that Art. 3 Item 3 of the Constitution of I.C.R.C. be 
deLeted. 

DEFEATED 

ARTICLE 4 - MEM8ERSHIP OF I.C.R.C. 

8rother A. SLobe tables the foLLowing proposal: 

ArticLe 83 

Amendments to Constitution of the I.C.R.C. 

Amend Art. 4 Membership 

pt. d. Add af ter W.C.C., "R.E.S.". 

Reason 

ALL churches, which were members of the R.E.S. have been 
fuLLy informed by G.K.N. about the R.E.S. in the bookLet "For 
the sake of True Ecumenity". 

ADOPTED 

ARTICLE 3 ITEM 5 OF CONSTITUTION OF I.C.R.C. 

The brothers L. It Hart and J. Diek tabLe the foLLowing proposal: 

ProposaL to have item 5 of Art. 3 - Purpose of Conference deLeted: 

Reason 

1) Not enough clarification as to the meaning of this point. 
2) The Conference does not have a task in this respect. 

DEFEATED 

Artiele 84 

ARTICLE 4 OF CONSTITUTION OF I.C.R.C. 

Rev. l.J. Joosse tab Les the folLowing proposal: 

Proposal to have inserted in Art. 4 of the constitution of the 
I.C.R.C. af ter point (d) the foLLowing: 
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(e) (members which) 

show willingness tó strive for unity with membe~ churches of 
the Conference in their own country. 

Considerations 

Since Ca) member churches are bound to show adherence to John 17 
which reveaLs the command for unity in Christ; 

Cb) members of a Reformed international community of 
cooperation ought to show purity in mutuaL contacts 
which implies that member churches shouLd strive for 
unity internationally and nationaLLy. 

·ADOPTED 

ARTICLE 1 OF REGULATIONS of I.C.R.C. 

Brother A. SLobe tab Les the folLowing proposal: 

Article 86 

Amendment to ReguLations 

Article 1 - change "four years" to "five years". 

Reason 

Preparation for Synods andConferences take up too much time 
and the costs involved may become too much of a burden for 
the churches. 

DEFEATED 

INTERIM RULES 

Brother A. Slobe tables the following proposal: 

Amendment to Interim Rules 

Change the date of the first Conference to September 1986. 

Reason 

As per ArticLe 85. 

DEFEATED 

••• /46 



- 46 -

If the membership of the I.C.R.C. for our churches be decided upon, 
d~p~ties wiLl tabLe the decisions Listed above. 

AroticLe 87 
j 

MEM8ERSH~P OF I.C.R.C. 

The deput;es' proposaL to: 

is tabled. 

Adopt the proposaL of the Conference and to contribute as 
much as possibLe to a fruitfuL functioning of this 
InternationaL Conference 

Brother J. Numan tables the foLLowing counter proposal: 

Considering 

1) that the suggestion to hoLd an 'internationaL conference' of 
churches was first made by our own Deputies for 
correspondence with churches abroad (in 1977); 

2') that this suggestion stated that the conference was to be a 
meeting of sisterchurches; 

3~ that the Dutch sister churches adopted the suggestion, but 
unilaterally changed the quaLification for invitation to 
attend the conference to incLude aLso churches with whom 
'temporary eccLesiasticaL contact' has been estabLished; 

4) that as a consequence, at the Constituent AssembLy of the 
I.C.R.C., churches were invited with whom the Free Reformed 
Churches of AustraLia have neither eccLesiasticaL fellowship 
nor eccLesiasticaL contact; 

5) that to the same 
invited who are stiLL 
Synod; 

Constituent AssembLy churches have been 
members of the Reformed EcumenicaL 

6) that at the meetings of the Constituent AssembLy a proposaL 
to excLude from membership any church which heLd membership 
of the Reformed EcumenicaL Synod was rejected; 

n that Purposes 1, 3, 4 and 5 of 
impLemented untiL the unity of 
speaks, has first been estabLished 
of each other as sister churches; 

the conference cannot be 
faith, whereof Purpose 1 

by an officiaL recognition 
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and further considering 

that the degree of knowLedge about what actuaLLy happened at 
the Constituent AssembLy,:among churchmembersas weLL as 
among church cöûnciLs, is absoLuteLy minimal; 

concludes 

1) that there is insufficient information avaiLabLe to Synod to 
make a responsibLe decision in the matter; 

2) that the churches wouLd be weLL 'served by a thorough 
discussion of aLL reLevant matters, whereby aLso any doubts 
couLd be cLeared up; 

and decides 

1) to defer a decision on the proposals by deputies to the -next 
Synod; 

2) to request deputies to write a more detaiLed reportabout the 
Constituent AssembLy; 

3) to appoint additionaL deputies with the instruction to study 
and evaLuate the idea of an I.C.R.C~ inthe light ofG6d's 
Word, the Three Forms of Unity and the Church Order, and to 
consider aLso the questions and criticisms raised both in'the 
meetings of the Constituent Assembly Csuch as eriumerate& by 
prof. Douma in De Reformatie:) 

the unreserved acceptance of the Westminster Confession 
into the basis of the I.C.R.C., nextto the Three Forms 
of Uni ty; 

the promotion of a unity which wouLd not at the same 
time impLicate the fuLLest eccLesiasiticaL fellowship; 

the admitting of new member churches which possibLy 
couLd stiLL maintain ties with the R.E.S.; 

the possibLe acceptance of two churches which in their 
own country Lead a separate church Life; 

the creation of an interim committee which handles 
business in between two successive I.C.R.C. Conferences; 
with the risk that this wouLd become a permanent and 
and seLf-reguLating committee; etc. 

as weLL as the questions and criticisms raised in the 
correspondence received by Synod, and that which has been 
voiced in the churches at various meetings; 
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4) to encourage a general discussion of all relevant matters 
within the churches. 

Ta this proposal brother S.H. Terpstra adds a further consideration, 
being part of the letter from the Church Counci l of KeLmscott which was 
earlier declared inadmissable. This reads: 

"Brothers, there is much confusion in this congregation over this 
issue and many questions have been posed which the Church Council 
cannot satisfactorily answer from the information available in the 
report of the deputies. As aresult there ;s much unrest and even 
division in the church. 

"The Church Council is of the oplnlon that to come to a decision at 
this Synod to JOln in with the Intern~tional Conference wouLd be 
detrimental to the unity and peace in this congregation. AcknowLedge­
ment of other churches as being true and faithfuL, the establishment of 
bonds with these churches, and the membership of this conference should 
no1; be at the co st of the unity of the Local churches." 

The proposaL of the deputies is put to the vote. 

ADOPTED 

With this the counter proposaL of brother J. Numan is defeated. 

A Letter wiLL be sent to brother J. Eikelboom to advise him that Synod 
does not share the opinion expressed in his Letter. 

The chairman Rev. L.J. Joosse, tables the foLLowing proposal: 

Having adopted the proposals of the deputies regarding the 
I.C.R.C., its Constitution, ReguLations and Interim Rules, Synod 
of the Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia decides to join the 
LC.R.C. 

ADOPTED 

The business with the Deputies for Correspondence with Foreign Sister 
:hurches being deaLt with, the chairman, Rev. L.J. Joosse, hands the chair 
back to Rev. K. 8runing. 

Artiele 88 
il 

FORMATION OF CLASSES 

The letter from ALbany pertaining to the formation of CLasses is 
tabled. 
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Points raised 

1{ In essence there are two proposals: 

a) to have classis churches with the powers of the Classis; 
b) to estabLish two CLasses of two churches each. 

2a As there are three churchesin Western AustraLia and one in Tasmania 
the estabLishment of CLasses wouLd be difficuLt. 

3} The need to enLarge on and Lay down carefully the duties of a CLassis 
Church is evident. It is suggested to appoint a church with the 
combined responsibiLities of a cLassis church and an appeaL church. 

4) If a church ;s vacant eLders couLd do the necessary church visitations. 

5) The rules have worked in the past. It would be heLpfuL to have these 
ruLes cLarified, coLLected and coLLated in one pubLicaton. 

Rev. L.J. Joosse tables the foLLowing proposals: 

Article 89 

1) ColLect Synod decisions as for Art. 4, 5, 9, 12, 14, 15, 30, 
39, 41, 43, 44, 77, 82, in respect to the task of a cLassis 
church. 

UNANIMOUSLY AOOPTEO 

2) Proposed to investigate the possibiLity t 0 estabLish two 
. classes. 

OEFEATED 

CQNTACT WITH THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EASTERN AUSTRALIA 

The chairman tables the report of the Deputies for Contact with the 
Presbyterian Churches of Eastern Australia. 

It is noted that, while Br. A.H. Terpstra, one of the deputies, is in 
the vicinity, he is not present in the meeting. 

Some points and questions wiLL be noted now but wilL be deaLt with when 
he is abLe to be present. 

When these questions have been tab Led, the chairman invites those 
present to sing PsaLm 105 : 3. 

Rev. Or S.G. Hur closes the meeting with pra~er. 

The chairman adjourns the meeting. 
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Saturday 21st - Morning Session 

Article 90 

PROCEDURE RE CLOSING OF MISSrON FIELD 

The chairman invites those present to sing PsaLm 145 
prayer. He then reads The Acts 16 : 1 - 15. 

4 and leads in 

He states that it is good to discuss the mission work in AustraLia 
today in the Light of the fact that tomorrow it is Pentecost. Missionwork· is 
of ten disappointing yet God works aLso through this toward the estabLish­
ment of His eternaL kingdom. 

Brother P. It Hart is welcomed and invited to participate in the 
discussion. 

Points raised 

1) Objections is raised to the sentence in the report: 

'Correspondence to and fromthis church (ALbany) deLayed the finaL 
adoption of the report.' 

Discussion Should not be regarded as deLay but as a process which Leads 
to clarif;cation and decision. 

2) The Free Reformed Church of Albany is of the oplnlon that a decision of 
this nature and magnitude should have been taken by the Synod and not 
through correspondence. While many minor differences have been made in 
the past through correspondence between the LocaL churches, major 
decisions have aLways been taken by a Synod. 

3) The status of the missionworker caused separation between the preaching 
of the Word and the administration of the sacraments. 

4) The aim of mission work must be clearLy defined. 

5) Once amissionfield has been estabLished, it is not the amount of 
people which is important but the response to the preaching of those 
who do continue to show interest. 

6) The report g;ves no real analys;s to the effect of the popuLatien 
movement durin~ the past years. 

7) The report was prepared by a sub-committee who had to report to the 
Church of ArmadaLe, not the the Synod. 
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Af ter some discussion the first two proposals of the Church of ArmadaLe 
are put to the vote: 

1) Synod takes note of the actions taken by the churches in 
regard to the report submitted by the sub-committee that the 
Mission fieLd in Western Australia had to be abandoned. 

ADOPTED 

2) Synod takes note that the empLoyment of the fuLL-time Mission 
worker, bra P. It Hart, was terminated at 31st Mareh, 1983. 

ADOPTED 

ArticLe 91 

CLOSING 

The Acts to Artiele 60 are read and adopted. 

Brother J. Diek wiLL not be abLe to be present for the remaining 
sessions of Synod. The chairman expresses his thankfuLness that the working 
reLationship at the Synod has been good and fruitfuL and wishes him God's 
protection for the Long journey home. 

Brother J. Diek responds by thanking the chairman for his words and 
wishing the meeting God's bLessing over the remaining sessions of Synod so 
that they may bear fruit in the LocaL churches and be of benefit to the 
Church of aLL ages. 

Af ter the meeting has sung Hymn 43 
prayer. 

3 and 5, Rev. K. Jonker cLoses in 

The meeting is adjourned. 

Monday 23rd - norning Session 

Artiele 92 

OPENING 

The chairman invites those present to sing PsaLm 89 
prayer. He reads Jeremiah 32 : 6 - 25. 

11 and Leads in 

He then weLcomes aLL the delegates to Synod at the beginning of this 
new week. Many may wonder if the work we are doing is worth aLL the effort. 
But we know, aLso from Jeremiah, that the Church has a gLorious future. This 
has again been preached in the gospeL of Pentecost. This work we are doing 
is vaLuabLe in the kingdom of Christ. 
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Brother T. Mostert, secundus for Br. J. Diek, is welcomed to the 
meeting and asked to testify to his agreement with the Three Forms of Unity. 
When he has done this, the chairman declares that Synod is now in closed 
session. 

Article 93 

The session ;s declared open and the chairman makes known that Synod 
has dealt with: 

a) Church visitation; 
b) some details concern;ng the position of the Mission Worker; 

and has heard: 

a) the letter to brD J. Zuidema ; 
b) the minutes of the previous closed session. 

Monday 23rd - Afternoon Session 

Article 94 

CHURCH VISITATION - LAUNCESTON 

The chairman tables the proposal from the Free Reformed Church of 
Albany to do church visitation in Launceston verbally rather than by mail as 
;s the present practice. 

Points raised 

1) The idea is plausibLe but unLess there are speciaL circumstances the 
cost of sending two ministers to Launceston for this purpose seems to 
be hardLy warranted. 

2) The intention of the Acts to do it verbaLLy as much as possibLe is 
aLready cLear. WhiLe Synod fuLLy supports the intention, it is, 
however, difficuLt to arrange. 

3) It may be possibLe to arrange church visitation in conjunction with 
minister exchange. This wouLd substantiaLLy reduce the cost. 

The foLLowing ;s proposed: 

to repLace the words laLLI w;th the words levery 2 years l • 

ADOPTED 
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ArticLe 95 

CHURCH VISITATION 

The chairman tables the Letter from the Free Reformed Church of ALbany 
for discussion. This Letter proposes that Synod appoint not onLy ministers 
to do church visitation but appoints an eLder from the cLassis church to 
accompany the minister. 

Points raised 

1) This proposaL seems to open up a whoLe new situation because that couLd 
mean that church visitation reports wiLL go to the cLassis church 
rather than the Synode 

2) The practice has been that Synod appoints the church visitators. In 
accordance with the Church Order the most experienced ministers shouLd 
do this task. 

It is decided to defer a decision on this matter untiL the next Synod 
when the task of a CLassis Church wiLL be reported on. 

ArticLe 96 

CONTACT WITH THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF EASTERN AUSTRALIA 

The chairman weLcomes brother A.H. Terpstra, a deputy for contact with 
this church, to the meeting. 

The questions tabled at the previous session of Synod are put and 
discussed. Af ter some discussion, Rev. L.J. Joosse proposes: 

Having deaLt with 

1) the reports of deputies for contact with the Presbyterian 
Church of Eastern Australia; 

2) proposals of our Deputies for Correspondence with Sister 
Churches Abroad in respect to conditions for recognition of 
churches as true and faithfuL churches of the Lord; 

3) decisions of the General Synod of the Gereformeerde Kerken in 
the Netherlands, Arnhem 1981, regarding their reLationship 
with the Free Church of ScotLand; 

Synod observes 

A.1) that our deputies consider the "InternationaL Conference of 
Reformed Churches has been heLd in the meantime and its 
workings wiLL undoubtedLy infLuence both churches" by which 
is meant the Constituent AssembLy; 
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2) that our deputies whoLeheartedLy endorse the view that "some 
years of testing the waters wouLd be best" in regard to 
possibLe reLationship to our churches; 

3) reports and Acts of Synod 1982 of the p.e.E.A. have been 
received; 

B. that churches have been recognized as true and faithfuL 
churches when they are: 

1) faithfuL in the ministry of the Word, of the sacraments, 
and of the church discipLine; 

2) have proven in their own church history obedience to the 
command of the Lord to separate themseLves from apostate 
churches; 

3) have terminated their membership of the R.E.S. because 
of the fact that apostate churches are toLerated in that 
organization causing disunity of faith; 

4) have expressed their 
fellowship in unity 
churches in the worLd; 

wiLLingness and desire to have 
of faith with other faithfuL 

C.1) that our sister churches in the Netherlands have provisionaL 
eccLesiasticaL contact with the Free Church of ScotLand; 

2) that the P.C.E.C. is a sister church of the Free Church of 
ScotLand; 

Considers 

A.1) that the CathoLic church of Christ is spread and dispersed 
over the whoLe worLd and yet is joined and united in one and 
the same Spirit and in the unity of the true faith by means 
of preserving the true doctrine and administration of the 
sacraments and the discipline in accordance to the ordinances 
of Jesus Christ as the onLy Head. This is so according to the 
Word of God (John 17:11, 20, 21; Ephesians 3:14-4:16; 2 Tim. 
3:15, 16) and the confessionaL documents based on the Word of 
God (Heidelberg Catechism, Lordls Day 21 and BeLgic 
Confession, Art. 27-29); 

2) that it is the caLLing of the true beLievers and of the true 
churches to strive for unity in every pLace and every country 
with those who profess the same faith and ma;ntain the pure 
preaching of the Word, the pure administration of the 
sacraments and the pure exercise of church discipLine; 

3) that true beLievers and true churches ought diLigentLy and 
circumspectLy to discuss from the Word of God which is the 
true church so to practise unity of faith and eccLesiasticaL 
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fellowship with churches which pubLicLy and continuousLy 
dispise the Word of God and the true faith; 

4) that churches ought to consider that the Lord Jesus 
congregates His church in other countries aLong other roads 
of historicaL progress so that differences become manifest in 
the way other churches profess their faith and practise 
eccLesiasticaL fellowship, e.g. as to liturgy and church 
government whereas they do not deviate from the Word of God 
and maintain the true doctrine; 

8.1) that our deputies do not propose to offer them sisterchurch 
relationship but a time of testing so as to achieve sister 
church relationship; 

2) that our deputies expect the influence of a search for unity 
internationaLly; 

3) that the P.C.E.A. are based on the Westminster Standards as 
is the Free Church of ScotLand; 

4) that the P.C. E.A. have separated themseLves from the apostate 
Presbyterian Church in 1846 whereby they did not adopt the 
authority of the government over the churches; 

5) that those churches have terminated their membership of the 
R.E.S. some months before the Free Church of Scotland so 
acted in 1981 because of the membership of the Synodical 
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands; 

6) that those churches have expressed their wiLLingness to 
intensify the contacts with our deputies; 

7) that purity in mutual relationship ought to exist and be 
shown, since our sister churches in the Netherlands have 
eccLesiastical contact, preLiminary church fellowship with 
their sister churches in Scotland; 

Decides 

to instruct deputies to further investigate whether those 
churches can be acknowLedged as true and faithfuL churches of 
our Lord Jesus Christ and report their findings to the next 
Synod so that this contact can be clarified, if possibLe, 
before the estabLishing of the InternationaL Conference in 
1985. 

ADOPTED 

The deputies are thanked and discharged. 
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ArticLe 97 

APPENDICES TO ACTS 

Brother S.H. Terpstra tab Les the foLLowing proposal: 

ProposaL to incLude in the Acts of Synod as appendices the 
foLLowing reports: 

1) from Deputies for Correpondence Abroad: 
a) Letter from Deputies; 
b) OfficiaL Communiquei 

Constitution and ReguLations; 
2) Report from deputies Churchbook; 
3) Report from deputies EngLish BibLe Translation; 
4) Report of Library Content; 
5) Report Mission (excLuding report on Superannuation and finaL 

mission report of P. 't Hart). 

ADOPTED 

Monday 24th - Evening Session 

ArticLe 98 

CHURCH BOOK 

The chairman invites those present to sing PsaLm 19 : 3. 

The foLLowing proposaL of the Synod Committee for Prayer Section of the 
Book of Praise is put: 

ArticLe 99 

Having perused the proposed reV1Slon of the Prayer Section of the 
Book of Praise, we find that these are weLL formuLated with usefuL 
minor additions and recommend that they be used for the Church 
services and pastoraL work. 

ADOPTED 

CHURCH ORDER 

The chairman weLcomes brother P. 't Hart~ one of the members of the 
Linguistic Committee appointed by Synod, to the meeting. The revised Church 
Order is tab Led. 

Brother P. 't Hart reports on the changes which the Committee has made. 
A few minor changes are stiLL to be made. 
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The foLLowing proposaL is tabled: 

to produce the Church Order in a separate bookLet the same 
size as the Book of Praise. 

ADOPTED 

It is decided to instruct the Printing Committee to produce 500 copies 
for saLe in our churches. 

Art ic Le 100 

MISSION 

The chairman tables: 

1) the Letter from br. P. I t Hart re the future mission task in 
Australia; 

2) the Mission Report from the Church of ArmadaLe. 

Af ter some discussion the fo L Lowi ng 
ArmadaLe are put: 

Synod appoints deputies to 
task in or outside Australia. 
Synode 

proposals from the Church of 

investigate our future Mission 
Deputies to report to next 

UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED 

2) Synod takes note of this report and discharges the Church of 
ArmadaLe as M;ss;on Comm;ttee. 

ADOPTED 

It is decided to pass the foLLowing Letters to the deputies: 

1) Letter from ALbany dated 19 October 1981; 
2) Letter from P. I t Hart. 

ProposaL 3 of the Church of ArmadaLe wiLL be deaLt with in cLosed 
session. 

Arti cLe 101 

REPORT - STUDY MISSION WORKER 

The chairman tables this report and proposes to adopt it as tabled. 

ADOPTED 
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ArticLe 102 

CONTACT REFORMED CHURCHES OF AUSTRALIA 

The chairman invites discussion on the correspondence pertaining to 
contact with the Reformed Churches of Australia. 

The question is raised as to whether these Letters are admissabLe 
because: 

1) this subject has not been deaLt with on a minor assembLy; 
2) the subject has not been pLaced on the agenda by a minor assembLy; 
3) these Letters are not an appeaL by the individuaL authors against 

a decision of a minor assembLy. 

Considerations 

The authors did approach their Church CounciL for advice on how to have 
this subject incLuded on the agenda of Synod. In response the Church CounciL 
advised them to submit their Letters to Synod. 

It is proposed to admit the Letters to Synod. 

ADOPTED 

The Letter by Rev. L.J. Joosse is then tabled for discussion. 

Points raised 

1) The proposaL to estabLish contact with these churches is based on their 
decision to break off their sister church reLationships with the 
SynodicaL Churches of The Netherlands. 

2) The reLationship with the SynodicaL Churches of The Netherlands has 
changed but has not been broken. 

3) This change is based on a divergence of theoLogicaL thought, rather 
than on areformation within the Churches in Australia. They speak of 
uncertainty but not of apostasy within the churches in The Netherlands. 

4) The AustraLian Reformed Churches have not rescinded the decisions of 
the 1940's which Led to the 'Vrijmaking' neither have they come to the 
recognition that this was a work of Reformation worked by God. 

5) The Reformed Churches have taken no action to contact us to inform us 
of the change in their reLationship with the SynodicaL Churches. They 
have evinced no desire to join themseLves to the true Church. 

6) It is not possibLe to ignore aLmost forty years of church history. 

7) Our deaLings as Synod are w;th churche~ not with individuals. 
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3) The situation is different than it is for the various Presbyterian 
Churches with whom we have contact because we have had deaLings with 
these churches. It was their decision to break contact and to ignore 
our caLL for repentence. 

9) The decision in Adelaide is not a ground for us to renew contact with 
thema The manner for renewing contact has been cLearLy established in 
our previous correspondence. 

10) The context of the request is emphasized to be proof that 30 years of 
church history are not negLected at all. 

11) The aim of estabLishing contact could be to cLarify the differences 
that ex;st af ter the decision of the Reformed Church in 1982 to break 
off the sister church reLationship w;th the G.K.N. This cLarification 
is necessary for future generations. 

12) The quest;on ra;sed ;s whether the AustraLian Reformed Churches are 
stiLL responsibLe for SynodicaL decisions af ter the severing of sister 
church reLationsh;ps. 

The chairman invites those present to sing PsaLm 78 
Rev. L.J. Joosse cLoses ;n prayere 

The meeting is adjourneds 

Tuesday 24th - Ro~ning Session 

ArticLe 103 

CONTACT REFORMED CHURCH continued 

The chairman invites those present to sing PsaLm 56 
Leads in prayer. He then reads Revelations 22 : 8 - 21. 

1 & 2 af ter which 

4 af ter which he 

Af ter some discussion the foLLowing proposaL of Rev. L.J. Joosse is 
tabled: 

to appoint deputies to organize a meeting with deputies of the 
Reformed Churches deaLing with the binding decision of their Synod 
1942/43 and its consequences, especiaLLy the Act of Liberation. 
Af ter having organized a meeting and discussed this confessionaL 
matter of regeneration, baptism and the SynodicaL binding invoLved 
incLuding its consequences, these deputies are charged to report 
to the next synode 

OEFEATED 

A Letter wiLL be drafted to brother M. VermeuLen to inform him of this 
decision. 

• •• /60 



- 60 -

ArticLe 104 

CONTACT REFORMED CHURCHES OF AUSTRALIA 

The chairman tables the Letter of brother W. Dekker for discussion. 

Af ter some discussion it is decided that the second clerk wiLL draft a 
repLy to be read before Synode 

A copy of this Letter wiLL be sent to brother and sister H. Braam who 
submitted a Letter supporting that of bra W. Dekker to Synode 

ArticLe 105 

CONTACT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

The chairman invites discussion on the report of deputies. 

Rev. L.J. Joosse proposes to: 

appoint deputies to investigate the possibiLity to re­
estabLish the contact with the Reformed Presbyterian Church. 

DEFEATED 

Synod regrets that no appeaL was made to these churches as instructed. 

ArtitLe 106 

ARCHIVES OF SYNOD 

The brothers from ALbany report that they have inspected the Archives 
and found them as reported. They recommend that: 

1) when the Archives have been put in order, the Church of KeLmscott 
advises the appointed church, so that their work can be verified; 

2) aLL matters pertaining to the secret sections be segregated from 
the general archives and be pLaced in a separate section of the 
archives; 

3) Synod expresses its appreciation for the manner in which the 
Church of KeLmscott has commenced this task. 

ADOPTED 

The chairman then tables the Report of the Archives for discussiona 

Points raised 

1) It is regretabLe that it took so Long before the Archives were taken 
over and that when they were this was not done in consultation with the 
ArmadaLe Church CounciL. 
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2) The delegates are asked to ;nqu;re as to the whereabouts of the missing 
minutes of cLosed sess;ons. 

The report is adopted and the Church of KeLmscott is discharged. 

The chairman L~endecLares the session cLosed. 

Artiele 107 

MISS ION 

The chairman declares the sess;on open and announces that the pos;t;on 
of brother P. It Hart has been decided upon. 

The folLowing proposal is put: 

Article 108 

RULES OF SYNOD 

That Synod instructs the Church of Armadale to reaL;ze the 
assets and to invest the proceeds in an Authorized Trustee 
Investment Account. 

ADOPTED 

The Church of Kelmscott proposes to: 

ArticLe 109 

Amend ArticLe 2 of the RuLes of Synod to cause the churches 
to each send three delegates to Synod meetings af ter the 
formation of CLasses. 

DEFEATED 

SPECIAL ECCLESIASTICAL MEETING 

The letter requesting Synod to publish the acts of the Special 
EccLesiasticaL Meeting is read. The request ;s agreed to. 

The Letter of Rev. K. Jonker re the certificate reLat;ng to his 
Peremptoir Exam is read. It is decided that the Albany delegates w;LL 
translate the form during the Lunch recess and present it to the afternoon 
session. 
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ArticLe 110 

COST PERCENTAGES 

Synod costs wiLL be divided in accordance with the fo L Lowi ng 
arrangement: 

1) ALbany 20% 
2) Armada Le 30% 
3) KeLmscott 30% 
4) Launceston 20% 

ArticLe 111 

CONVENING CHURCH NEXT SYNOD 

The next Synod wiLL, D.V., be convened in May 1985 by the Free Reformed 
Church of Launeeston. 

Tuesday 24th - Afternoon Sess;on 

ArticLe 112 

APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTIES 

The chairman re-opens the meeting and deputies are appointed to the 
folLowing portfoLios: 

1) Archives of Synod 

The Church of KeLmscott 

Instructions 

a) The Church CounciL of the Church keeping the Archives, is in 
charge of the Archives of Synod. 

b) The Church CounciL wiLL appoint an archivist. 
c) The archivist reports to the Church CounciL concerning the 

condition of the Archives, contents, who has received or seen 
items and which items have been invoLved. 

d) The Church CounciL reports to Synod. 
e) The archivist wiLL carefuLLy record everything, using fiLes 

which wiLL be pLaced in the fiLing cabinet, taking care that 
everything is cLearLy cataLogued. 

f) OnLy with permission of the Church CounciL is he authorized 
to lend or to give for perusal items from the general 
Archives. 

g) Items from the secret Archives can onLy be lent or given for 
perusal af ter two Churches, or Synod, have given permission • 
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h) The borrowing time is Limited to three months. The receiver 
wiLL sign a document which contains: 

i) name of the item or items received, 
ii) date of borrowing, 

iii) signature, 
iv) date of return. 

This signed document wiLL take the pLace of the borrowed item 
untiL it is returned and wiLL further be used by the 
archivist for his report. 

2) Supervision of Archives 

The Church of ALbany 

Instructions 

To inspect the Archives and report to Synod 1985. 

3) Treasurer of Synod 

Brother J. Kroeze 

Instructions 

a) To provide churches with an outLine of 
revenue of Synod as earLy as possibLe. 

b) To have books and documents audited by 
Launceston which is to report to Synod 1985. 

c) To tabLe a written report to Synod 1985. 

4) Deputies add Art. 49 and 79 of Church Order 

Rev. K. Bruning and Rev. S.G. Hur. 
ars. J. Kroeze and P. Dingemanse. 

expenditure and 

the Church of 

5) Deputies for Correspondence with Foreign Sister Churches 

Rev. K. Bruning (convenor) 
Rev. Dr S.G. Hur 
Br L. van BurgeL 
Rev. L.J. Joosse 

Instructions 

The instructions of Deputies Correspondence w;th Foreign Sister 
Churches are: 

a) to cons;der the name of your deputies, Acts 1983 Art. 67; and 
to draft ruLes for the correspondence w;th sister churches; 
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b) to continue the sister relationship with: 
Canadian Reformed Churches 
De Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland 
Die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Africa 
The Presbyterian Church in Korea 

(See Acts 1978, Art. 30 and 38 
The sisterchurches of Sumba-Savu 

(See Acts 1983, Art. 78); 

c) to inform the EvangeLicaL Presbyterian Church of IreLand and 
the Free Church of ScotLand of Synod's decision that it has 
confirmed those Churches to be faithfuL Churches of the Word; 
to intensify the correspondence with those Churches with the 
aim to estabLish fuLL sister reLationship with them 

(See Acts 1983, Art. 75); 

d) to inform the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Taiwan of 
Synod's decision that it has recognized that Church as a true 
and faithfuL Church; and to make every effort to intensify 
the contacts with this Church which does not yet beLong to 
sisterchurches in order to come to fuLl correspondence 

(See Acts 1983, Art. 73 and 74); 

e) to investigate whether the Reformed Church of Japan and the 
Dutch Reformed Church of Sri Lanka can be recognized as true 
and faithful churches 

(See Acts 1983, Art. 76); 

f) to investigate the possibiLities to seek new contacts with 
other churches, in cLose contact with deputies from our 
sister churches, especiaLLy with those of the Netherlands 

(See Acts 1983, Art. 77); 

g) to investigate the possibiLity of visiting the 
churches in Sumba and Savu 

(See Acts 1983, Art. 78); 

sister 

h) to ask in Korea for more information about Church life in 
general and about the CoLLege and Seminary in particuLar 

(See Acts 1978, Art. 30); 
Synod 1978 decided to adopt the ruLes for correpondence with 
The Presbyterian Church of Korea: 

i) to take care for each other that the doctrine, church 
services, church government and discipLine do not 
deviate from the Reformed confession; 

ii) to send each other the Agendum and Decisions (Acts) of 
the General Synods and the recelvlng of subsequent 
delegates from these other churches as advisors; 

iii) to consuLt each ot her previous to making any amendments 
or additions to confessionaL standards, church orders or 
LiturgicaL forms; 
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iv) to accepts each other's attestations and admit each 
other's ministers of the Word to preach the Word and 
administer the sacraments, appLying what was determined 
at the Synod of Dordrecht in 1893, in ArticLe 165, 
which was further detaiLed at the Synod of Groningen in 
1927 in ArticLe 161 (which incLudes the cLoser 
definition made in Amsterdam in 1936, ArticLe 122, 
decision I, 4); 

v) to be responsibLe to each other concerning correspond­
ence with third parties. 

Synod 1978 aLso decided to instruct the deputies tor 
Correspondence with Foreign Churches: 

i ) to make sure that the Korean Presbyterian Church ag rees 
with the ruLes for Correspondence as they were proposed 
and accepted by our Churches; 

ii) to. do aLL that is possibLe to make the reLationship 
bet ween the Free Reformed Churches and the Korean 
Presbyterian Church as effective as possibLe. 

i) to formuLate ruLes for temporary contact with Churches which 
do not yet beLong to the sister churches; 

j) to inform the Interim Committee of the InternationaL 

k) 

Conference of Reformed Churches of our decision to 
join this InternationaL Conference (Acts 1983, Art. 87), 
and to propose to the next meeting of the I.C.R.C. Synod's 
amendments to the Constitution: 

i) Art. 4 - Membership, pt. d.: Add af ter W.C.C., R.E.Sa 
(Acts 1983, Art. 82); 

ii) Art. 4 - to have inserted af ter d. the foLLowing: 
e. (members which): show wiLLingness to strive for 

unity with member churches of the Conference 
in their own country; 
(Acts 1983, Art. 84); 

to ask the Churches for items 
propose for the agenda of 
I.C.R.C. ln 1985; 

which the deputies have to 
the forthcoming meeting of the 

L) to bring to the attention of the Churches those items from 
the correpondence with foreign sister churches which are of 
importance to the Churches 

(See Acts 1978, Art. 70); 

m) to forward copies of the Acts of Synod 1983 to the Foreign 
sister churches; 
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n) to inform the fore;gn sister churches of the pLace and the 
time of the next Synod, and to send the prelim;nary agenda to 
them at Least six weeks prior to the commencement of that 
Synod; 

0) to inform the churches as soon as an invitation or announce­
ment of a com;ng Synod of one of the sister churches comes 
in, so that the churches may determ;ne if one of the office 
bearers is abLe to represent our churches there; 

p) to suppLy the churches with the Acts of Synods of corre­
sponding sister churches; 

q) to report to the churches three months before the next Synod 
and aLso to the Synod itseLf. 

6. Deputies for I.C.R.C. 

Rev. G. van Rongen and Rev. L.J. Joosse. 

Instructions 

Acts 1983, ArticLes 82, 84, 86 and 87. 

7 Deputies Church Book 

Brs G. Brouwer, G. GroenewoLd and J. van der Ros (convenor) 

Instructions 

These deputies Church Book have the foLLowing instruct;ons: 

a) to hand over our proposed amendments perta;n;ng to the Liturg;caL 
forms to the Canad;an deputies and request them to consider our 
proposed amendments and pass them on to their forthcom;ng Synod; 

b) to inform our churches about the dec;s;on of the Canadian Synod; 
c) to serve our churches with advice about the tentative use of those 

LiturgicaL forms; 
d) to report to the next Synod. 

8. Deputies for BibLe Translation 

Brs J. Numan (convenor) and A. PLug 

Instructions 

a) to monitor deveLopments regarding the use of the RSV within the 
churches and further work by Translation Committee of the RSV; 

b) to report deveLopments to the next Synod; 
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c) to maintain archives of relevent matter regarding BibLe trans­
Lations in order to faciLitate the work of future deputies for 
aibLe transLations, shouLd these be appointed. 

9. Deputies for Training for the Ministry 

Brs J. ALberts and K. SaLomons (convenor) 

Instructions 

a) to coLLect and pubLish more information about the possibilities, 
conditions, required quaLifications for study in TheoLogy, either 
in the Netherlands or in Canada; 

b) to ask the churches to provide funds when necessary; 
c) to draft guideLines, ruLes and reguLations for executing financiaL 

aid, to be presented to next Synod for approvaL; 
d) to have the books and documents audited by the Church of 

Launceston; 
e) to report to the next Synod. 

10. Deputies for EccLesiasticaL Ordinances 

Sr. L. It Hart (convenor) 
Sr. W.S. Fokkema 
Sr. A.H. Terpsta 

Instructions 

a) to re-structure the accepted Subscription Farms for Ministers, 
ELders and Deacons into contemporary EngLish 

(See Acts 1983, Art. 48); 
b) to translate the EccLesiasticaL Certificates as per ArticLes 5, 6, 

and 11 of the (oLd) Church Order 
(See Acts 1983, Art. 49); 

c) to report to the next Synod. 

11. Publishing Committee 

The Church of ArmadaLe 

Instructions 

a) To pubLish a bookLet containing: 

i) the Revised Church Order (Acts 1983, Art. 99); 
ii) eccLesiasticaL certificates (Acts 1983, Art. 49); 

iii) aLL Synod decisions. 

b) To coLLect, coL Late and consider aLL Synod decisions re CLassis 
Church and to report to the next Synod (Acts 1983, Art. 88) • 
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12. Deputies Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia 

Rev. K. Jonker (convenor) 
Sr. J. Kroeze 
8 r. S • Rei t s em a 

Instructions 

Acts 1983, Artiele 96. 

13. Deputies for Future Mission Task 

The Church of Albany 

Instructions 

Acts 1983, Article 100. 

14. Deputies for Disposal of Assets of Mission 

The Church of Armadale 

Instructions 

Acts 1983, Artieles 107 and 114. 

1~. Oeputies for Church Visitation 

In 1983 and 1985 

For the Church of Albany: 

For the Church of Armadale: 

For the Church of Kelmscott: 

For the Church of Launeeston: 

In 1984 

For the Church of Albany: 

For the Church of Armadale: 

Rev. K. Sruning 
Rev. Or S.G. Hur 

Rev. Or S.G. Hur 
Rev. L.J. Joosse 

Rev. K. Bruning 
Rev. L. J. Joosse 

Rev. K. Sruning 
Rev. Dr S. G. Hur 

Rev. K. Bruni ng 
Rev. K. Jonker 

Rev. K. Jonker 
Rev. L.J. Joosse 

••• /69 



- 69 -

For the Church of Kelmscott: 

For the Church of Launceston: 

Secundi for 

Rev. K. Bruning br w. Buist 
Rev. Dr S.G. Hur br P. Postuma 
Rev. K. Jonker br J. PLug 
Rev. L.J. Joosse br J. PLug 

Instructions 

Rev. K. Jonker 
Rev. L.J. Joosse 

Rev. K. Bruning 
Rev. Or S.G. Hur 

a) The visit in Launceston to be done verbaLLy in 1985 to coincide 
with the Synod to be heLd, D.V. 

b) It is proposed to report to Synod 1985, onLy af ter having written 
the report during the visitation. 

ADOPTED 

16. Librar;an of Synod 

Church of Kelmscott 

Instructions 

Acts 1983, Article 114. 

17. Deput;es re Audit Synod Books 

Church of Launceston 

18. AppeaL Church 

For the Church of Albany 
For the Church of Armada Le 
For the Church of Ke Lmscott 
For the Church of Launceston 

Armadale 
KeLmscott 
Launceston 
Albany 

19. Deputies re Art. 26 of (New) Church Order 

Rev. K. Jonker (convenor) 
Br J. Alberts 
Br A Hidding 

Instructions 

Acts 1983, Articles 12 and 52. 
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20. Deputies Synod RuLes 

Church of KeLmscott 

Instructions 

Acts 1983, ArticLe 54. 

21. Deputies ad Art. 66 (OLd) Church Order 

Church of Launceston 

Article 113 

DEPUTIES CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT 

The Synod Committee tables the foLLowing proposal: 

ProposaL not to appoint new deputies. 

Reason In our particuLar circumstances we cannot simpLy folLow 

Article 114 

the Dutch Church Order, due to the structure of government in 
Australia. As pointed out in br M. VermeuLen's Letter to the 
Synod, each state is sovereign, hence it is our opinion that 
the LocaL church is in a better position to correspond with 
the state government. If there is a need to correspond with 
the Federal Government the oplnlon ;s that the approach 
shouLd be made through the LocaL member of FederaL ParLiament 
who can take ;t up on behaLf of the LocaL church. 

ADOPTED 

REPORT - LIBRARY OF SYNOD 

The Report of the Librarian is tabled. Af ter some discussion: 

1) the report is taken note of; 
2) the foLLowing proposals are adopted: 

Proposals 

1 ) that the Library be 
KeLmscott who wiLL 
for the Archives of 
53, No. 1, 2, 3(a), 

transferred to the 
appoint a Librarian 
Synod (see Acts of 
4 and 8(a). These 

care 
in the 
Synod 

read: 

of Church of 
same manner as 
1975: Art i cl e 

"The Church CounciL of the Church keeping the Archives, 
is in charge of the Archives of the Synod. 
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"The Church CounciL wiLL appoint an archivist. 
"The archivist reports to the Church CounciL concerning 
the condition of the Archives. 
"The Church CounciL reports to Synode 
"The borrowing time is limited to 3 months. The receiver 
will sign a document which contains: 

a) name of i tem or items received; 
b) date of borrowing; 
c) signature; 
d) date of return. 

"This signed document will take the place of the borrowed 
item until it is returned and will further be used by the 
archivist for his report. 

Suggest to replace the word 'Archives' with 'Library'. 

2) That the Library be housed in the church building of 
Kelmscott together with the Archives. 

3) That a suitable cupboard be purchased. 

4) That the Church of KeLmscott, on behalf of the Bond of 
Churches, purchases relevant materials to bring and keep the 
Library up to date and functionaL. 

5) That relevant materials such as out of date books are 
discarded when new ones arrivee 

ADOPTED 

The meeting moves into cLosed session. 

ArticLe 115 

POSITION MISS ION WORKER AND CORRESPONDENCE 

Af ter having decLared the session open the chairman announces: 

Synod considers that, as brother P. 't Hart has been employed as 
missionworker for many years, it has the moral obligation to help 
him to resettle. For this reason it has unanimously decided to: 

1) pay brother P. 't Hart the sum of $10 000 to be paid out in a 
manner most beneficiaL to his resettlement; 

2) acknowLedge that any Superannuation, payment being monies set 
aside for retirement, forms no part of this sum; 

3) transfer ownership of the Toyota Mis~ion vehicle to brother 
P. 't Hart. 

Rev. K. Jonker, the second clerk, then reads some outgoing 
correspondence which is adopted. 
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Artiele 116 

REPORT ON APPROBATION REV. L&J. JOOSSE 

The chairman reports that aLL necessary documents were received from 
the Rev. L.J. Joosse upon his arrivaL. This has been reported to the Free 
Reformed Church of ALbany which has noted that it was correctLy announced. 

The chairman adjourns the meeting. 

Tuesday 24th - Evening Session 

ArticLe 117 

CERTIFICATE OF REV. K. JONKER 

The chairman re-opens the meeting by inviting those present to sing 
PsaLm 72 : 3 and 4 af ter which he reads John 17 : 1S - 26. 

The certificate for Rev. K. Jonker in response to his compLeting his 
Peremptoir exam and his acceptance as Minister to the Australian Bond of 
Churches is tabled, adopted and signed. 

Artiele 118 

GENERAL QUESTION PERIOD 

The delegates of the churches are asked if they have anything to ask at 
this meeting. 

The only issue raised was by the Free Reformed Church of Launceston in 
reLatin to Art. 11, Acts 1978. This articLe states that the ministers are to 
be diLigent in making EngLish sermons avaiLabLe to the Churches. The message 
of this articLe is again heaviLy underLined. 

Article 119 

PERSONAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Each delegate is asked whether he wishes to make use of this 
opportunity. 

The foLlowing delegates do so: 

1) Rev. L.J. Joosse expresses the appreciation of the meeting for the 
way by which the chairman has fuLfiLLed his task. 
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2) Rev. K. Jonker raises the Letter from the W.A. CLassis of Reformed 
Church which has been received by the Church CounciLs. It is 
suggested to refer this Letter to the next Synod and to advise the 
Reformed Churches to address themseLves to the Bond of Churches 
rather than individuaL churches. 

ArticLe 120 

On behaLf of the sisterchurches of the Netherlands the Rev. van Rongen 
addresses the meeting. During his address, he reads a Letter from The 
Netherlands addressed to this Synode 

The deputies are to repLy to this Letter. 

ArticLe 121 

The Acts of Synod are read and adopted. 

On behaLf of Synod, the chairman expresses the appreciation of Synod 
for the Kitchen staff and thanks them for their exceLLent effort. 

During the reading of the Acts the foLlowing proposal is put: 

to delete from ArticLe 87 the words: For 8, Against 3, Abstain 1, 
being the resuLts of the voting. 

ADOPTED 

ArticLe 122 

PRESS REPORT 

The Press ReLease is read and adopted. 

ArticLe 123 

CENSURE 

It is noted with thankfuLness that no censure needs to be exercised 
over any member of the Synode 

ArticLe 124 

CLosing address of Chairman 

"Brothers delegates, 

"The 13th Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia has 
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aLmost finished its task. Soon it wiLL belong to the history of our 
Churches in this country. 

"The fact, however, that the major Assembly of the Churches quickLy 
beLongs to the past, does not mean that it is stowed away into a 
forgotten corner, because it is not onLy the caLLing of the Churches to 
remember and respect their own history, but it is also the 
responsibility of the Churches, in accordance with the Church Order 
which has had broad attention at the meetings of this Synod, te 
strictLy execute the decision of the major Assemblies. In other words: 
the Free Reformed Churches have now the task and obLigation to 
seriousLy deaL with aLL the decisions of this Synod, and to adopt them 
as settLed and binding in accordance with Art. 31 of the Church Order. 
The Churches cannot take this LightLy. 

"For this reason it may be to the point to mention some of those 
decisions, and to underLine that this Synod can be characterized as the 
major Assembly which was responsibLe not only for the internaL weLL­
being of the churches, but aLso for their externaL caLLing and 
reLationship. FuLL emphasis was put on the intrinsic funtioning of the 
Churches, and on the extrinsic and ecumenicaL mandates as weLL. 

"These two aspects bring the Churches cLose to the 
onLy defends and preserves, but aLso gathers His Church 

Lord, Who not 
in the world. 

to deaL on the one side 
Book of Praise, the 
on the other hand with 

churches and other 

"ReLated to these two aspects the Synod had 
with items such as the BibLe translation, the 
Church Order and ecclesiasticaL rules, and 
topics such as Mission, reLationship with sister 
faithfuL churches in the Lordls worLdwide work. 

"It can be stated that the Synod was richLy blessed by the 
opportunity to discuss and to decide on most of those subjects. 

"It is now of great importance that the LocaL Churches do the 
utmost to study, test and use the Synod-resuLts for the internal 
strengthening and welL-being of the congregations, and for the increase 
and intensification of the reLationships and contacts with foreign 
churches, and for the further propagation of the gospeL as weLL! 

"As people and Churches of the Lord Jesus Christ we must be realLy 
thankfuL that He, as the King of His congregations, has not onLy kept 
us in His grace cLose to His Word, to the true Confession and the 
Reformed Church Order, but that He has also heLped us to Look at His 
great work in the gathering of a universaL Church in many pLaces and in 
severaL countries. 

"It is our dearest desire that the work which the Lord gave us to 
do, may be richly bLessed, and that aLL its weaknesses and infirmities 
may be forgiven for Christls sake onLy. 

"At this moment I must give speciaL attention to the fa ct that the 
Mission task of the Free Refermed Churches must be reconsidered • 

••• /75 



- 75 -

lilt means also that the Churches must bid farewell to br P. 't Hart 
as missionworker. 

"1 am incapable of summarlzlng in a few words all the work he has 
done on behalf of the churches and for the benefit of the Aboriginal 
peopLe. It is aLso impossibLe to analyse aLL the hardship and 
disappointments which had to be carried by our brother and his familYi 
neither can I fuLLy appraise the abundancy of God's blessings and care 
which became manifest during more than ten years. 

liAs far as human activities are concerned, I say: the Churches 
thank you, brother 't Hart, and may His care and grace be with you aLL 
the time; and as far as our faith is concerned, I say: let us thank the 
Lord God alone, for He is the giver of aLL goods. 

lilt is not a custom among us to make Long speeches about human 
performances; and I feeL that I as chairman of this Synod might have 
raised my voice too of ten. 

"However, I cannot omit the opportunity to express my sincere 
appreciation of the co-operation and support of my feLLow deputies. 
EspeciaLLy the Scribae and assessor - to use the Latin words for these 
functions - did a tremendous job. SeveraL hours during the night and 
earLy morning were sacrificed for the sake of the Synod and the 
Churches. 

lilt was a pLeasure to be in your midst, brothers. 

"And now, the Synod must be cLosed, and must beLong to the past. 

"The Churches remain, and they have the promises. 

"The road which the Churches have to go is narrow, sometimes hard 
and dangerous. 

lilt is very evident from the history that the Churches are aLways 
between the danger of sectarianism on the one side, and the danger of 
the faLse Church on the other hand. However, the Church which is 
faithfuL to her ScripturaL Confession, and faithfuL to her ecumenicaL 
eaLLing ean aLways go to her Lord in heaven, the Good Shepherd of the 
floek. 

"He hears her voiee and suppLication. 

"And he fuLLy provides His Chureh with aLL 
internaL and externaL responsibiLities, because 
gathers, defends and preserves His Church, aLso in 
AustraLia." 

ArticLe 125 

her needs 
He, and 

this, our 

for her 
He aLone 

country 
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The chairman, Rev. K. Bruning, invites those present to sing PsaLm 150 
and cLoses in prayer. 

The chairman then declares the 13th Synod of the Free Reformed Churches 
of Australia cLosed. 
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APPENDIX 1 

ACTS 

Of the speciaL eccLesiastical meeting of 
the Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia 

heLd in the Free Reformed Church buiLding 
at ArmadaLe, W.A., on Saturday~ June 13th, 1891, 
for the purpose to examining brether Ko Jonker, 

Candidate for the ministry cal Led by the 
Free Reformed Church of Launeeston. 

On behaLf of the convening Church of Albany, brother J. Plug opens the 
meeting at 10.00 a.m. and requests those present to join in the singing of 
Psalm 48 verses 1 and 4 before Leading in prayer and reading Ephesians 
4:1-16. He then addresses the meeting with the foLLowing words: 

"Brothers delegates, examiners, candidate Jonker, brothers and sisters, 

"It is my pleasure on behalf of the Church of ALbany, to weLcome 
you here this morning at the opening of this eccLesiastical meeting, 
which I feel we could only define as a special interim meeting, at 
which the peremptoral examination of candidate Jonker wiLL take pLace. 

"We are thankfuL that we are safeLy here, especiaLLy for the 
brothers from faraway Launceston and particuLarLy for you, brother 
Jonker, who came all the way from our old mother-country, HoLLand. You 
may have arrived at the pLace of destination a number of weeks ago 
already, but you are stilL on you way to your reaL destination, nameLy: 
as Minister of the Word of the Church of Launceston. Therefore you may 
consider your being in the "West" as a necessary interim stop. And we 
here in the "West" are very glad about that for two reasons. In the 
first and most important pLace, the Church of Launceston which has 
principally the right and duty to this examination, acknowLedges, in 
accordance with our Church Order, the bond of churches. Not only the 
caLling Church, but aLso the other congregations have an interest in 
who are admitted to the Minstry of the Word. We, as bond of Churches 
beLong together, need each ot her and we heLp each other. The second 
reason for which we are glad is, that we now have the opportunity to 
meet you, brother Jonker, so soon. We may even hear you this morning. 

"We wish you and aLse the brothers Hidding and Streefland, whom we 
also meet here for the fi rst time in the "~~est" a happy stay here. But 
as for today, condidate Jonker, you are completely at the mercy of the 
examiners. Feel at ease, however, they are not as merciLess as they may 
look! 

"Furthermore, it wouLd not be fitting if we today wouLd not mention 
the fact that for the first time in history four AustraLian Churches 
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are represented. We are grateful to the King of the Church that we now 
may say that the Church of Armadale became the Church of Armadale and 
the Lord willing, very soon each have their own shepherd and teacher. 
We have many reasons to thank Him. 

"May then this meeting be to His glory 
perfecting of the saints, for the work of 
edifying of the body of Christ. 

and honour, for the 
the ministry, for the 

"With these words I declare the meeting opened." 

Artiele 2 

CREDENTIALS 

The attendance roll is signed by the delegates of the four 
congregations. The credentials of candidate K. Jonker and of the delegates 
are checked by the two delegates of Kelmscott who report that all is in 
order. 

The Churches are lawfully presented by their primary delegates as 
foLLows: 

From the Church of Albany: 

From the Church of Armadale: 

From the Church of KeLmscott: 

From the Church of Launeeston: 

Artiele 3 

MODERAMEN 

Elder J. Plug 
Elder J.A. Diek 

Rev. K. Bruning 
Elder JrA. Swarts 

Rev. Dr. S.G. Hur 
Elder H. Terpstra 

Elder A. Hidding 
Elder F. Streefland. 

The foLlowing delegates are elected by ballot: 

Artiele 4 

8rother J. PLug as chairman, 
Brother H. Terpstra as assessor, and 
Brother J.Ä. Swarts as clerk. 

CONSTITUTION OF MEETING 

The chairman called the meeting to order and declared it constituted • 
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Artiele 5 

AGREEMENT WITH THREE FORMS OF UNITY 

The chairman requests the delegates to testify to their agreement with 
the Three Forms of Unity by rising form their seats. ALL delegates rise to 
express their agreement. 

Artiele 6 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda is adopted as foLLows: 

i) sermon by candidate K. Jonker; 
ii) examination of brother Jonker by the examiners Rev.K. Bruning and 

Rev. Dr S.G. Hur; 
iii) announcement regarding resuLt of examination; 
iv) censure af ter Artiele 43 of the Church Order; 
v) cLose. 

Artiele 7 

SERMON BY CANDIDATE BROTHER K. JONKER 

The chairman invites the meeting and guests to reassemble in the church 
buiLding where he invites brother Jonker to deliver his sermon. Brother 
Jonker reads his chosen text from 1 Timothy chapter 6 the verses 6 to 8 
incLusive, and then preaches on the theme: 

FESTIVE CONTENTMENT IN SPIRITUAL HEALTH. 

He considers three aspects of this theme, nameLy: 

i) this contentment is incLuded in godLiness, 
ii) this contentment included sobriety, and 
iii) this contentment expects the everLasting feast. 

Artiele 8 

ADJOURNMENT 

The chairman invites aLL present to join in the singing of Psalm 119 
the verses 1 and 39 before adjourning the meeting for Luncheon. 
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ArticLe 9 

EXAMINIATION OF CANDIDATE K. JONKER 

The chairman advises that the examination wiLL be conducted in the 
folLowing order: 

i) 

in 
i; i) 

i v) 

v) 

vi) 
vi i) 

vi i i) 
i x) 

Article 10 

EXAr>1INA TION 

Discussion of Sermon; 
Exegesis of the OLd Testament; 
Exegesis of the New Testament; 
Bible KnowLedge; 
DoctrinaL Knowledge; 
Ethics; 
Church Hi story; 
Practical Theology (Pastoral Subjects); 
Church Order. 

SERMON (Closed Session) 

The meeting proceeds in closed session to discuss the sermon delivered 
by brother Jonker prior to the luncheon adjournment. The meeting expresses 
its satisfaction and there are no objections against proceeding w;th the 
examination. 

Art i cle 11 

EXAMINATION EXEGESIS OF OlD TESTAMENT (Examiner - Rev. Brun;ng) 

Brother Jonker is asked to read, translate and expLain Hosea 4 the 
verses 1 to 3 and parts of Judges chapter 3 from the or;g;nal Hebrew text. 

ArticLe 12 

EXAMINATION EXEGESIS OF NEW TESTAMENT (Exam;ner - Rev. Dr Hur) 

Brother Jonker;s questioned concern;ng the meaning of John chapter 17 
and is asked to read, translate and explain from the original Greek verse 20 
to 22 and also Ephesians 1 the verses 3 to 6. 
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ArticLe 13 

EXAfUNA TION BIBLE KNOWLEDGE CExaminer - Rev. Bruning) 

Brather Jonker is questioned concerning the general significance and 
meaning of the book of Judges and particuLarLy regarding severaL events 
described in this baak. 

ArticLe 14 

EXAMINATION DOGMATICS (Examiner - Rev. Bruning) 

Questions put to brather Jonker re Late to 

a) modern criticisms against the authority of Scripture, especiaLLy 
at and since ASSEN 1926; 

b) the meaning of the gLory and the grace of God; and 
c) the significance of the fact that man is "image bearer" of God, 

aLso with regard to Roman CathoLic theology. 

ArticLe 15 

EXAMINATION DISCUSSION 

The chairman gives delegates the opportunity to ask suppLementary 
questions reLating to the examination as conducted so faro With reference to 
John 17, brother Jonker is asked to comment further with regard the unity 
between the apostLes and the Church of today. Brother Jonker is aLso asked 
to expLain whether the cLaim that God was gracious before the faLL into sin 
supports the doctrine of common grace. 

Artiele 16 

EXAMINATION ETHICS (Examiner - Rev. Dr Hur) 

Brother Jonker is asked to defend the Christian standpoint regarding 
abortion and famiLy pLanning. 

ArticLe 17 

EXAMINATION CHURCH HISTORY (Examiner - Rev. Dr Hur) 

Brother Jonker is questioned about the beginning of the Reformation 
Period, covering such subjects as 

a) the peopLe who infLuenced Luther, 
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b) Luther and his writings, 
c) the influence and teachings of the Anabaptists, 
d) Calvin's Institutes, and 
e) the origin of the Anglican Church. 

Questions were also asked concerning 19th century Church History in The 
Netherlands. 

Artiele 18 

EXAMINATION PASTORAL SUBJECTS <Examiner - Rev. Bruning) 

The examination deals with the Scriptural meaning of the office of the 
"Ministry of the Word" and relates to the meaning and role of the liturgy, 
homiletics, catechetic instruction and the diaconal office in our Churches. 

ArticLe 19 

EXAMINATION CHURCH ORDER (Examiner - Rev. Bruning) 

Brother Jonker is asked about nature and about the importance of the 
Church Order, with special reference to the Australian bond of Churches and 
to the revised Church Order recently introduced in The Netherlands. 

Article 20 

EXAMINATION DISCUSSION (Closed Session) 

The meeting concludes that brother K. Jonker proved to have a thorough 
knowledge and true understanding of God's Word and thankfully decides that 
brother Jonker may be admitted to the ministry of the Word and sacraments. 

Af ter inviting the visitors and brother Jonker to rejoin the meeting 
the chairman announces the successful outcome of the examination. 

Artiele 21 

QUESTION TIME 

There were no questions. 

Brother Streefland and Rev. K. Bruning request and are given the 
opportunity to say a few words in which they express their joy and gratitude 
for the Lordls care of His peopLe, aLso in the events of this day. It is 
hoped that brother Jonker may work faithfuLly for the Church of Launceston 
and also for the bond of Australian Churches. 
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Article 22 

ADOPTION OF ACTS 

The meeting adopts the Acts as read and authorizes the clerk to prepare 
and issue a press reLease. 

The meeting decides that these Acts be pubLished forthwith and that the 
next Synod be requested to include these Acts with the Acts of Synod. 

ArticLe 23 

AGREEMENT WITH THREE FORMS OF UNITY - BROTHER JONKER 

Brother Jonker stands and testifies that he accepts and ag rees with the 
Three Forms of Unity. 

ArticLe 24 

CENSURE AFTER ARTICLE 43 OF CHURCH ORDER 

There is no business with respect to ArticLe 43 of the Church Order. 

ArticLe 25 

CLOSE 

In cLosing the meeting, the chairman thanks the sexton and 
for their care before and during the meeting and wishes aLL the 
safe journey home and brother Jonker the Lordls bLessing for his 
the Church of Launceston. 

the sisters 
brothers a 
task within 

Following the singing of Psalm 134 the verses 1 and 3, Rev. Bruning 
concLudes with prayer and thanksgiv;ng. 
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APPENDIX 2 

Synod-Session on the Church Book 
heLd at KeLmscott Church on May 17th, 1983. 

Remarks re the revised forms (to be taken up in the Acts Synod): 

Re: Form Baptism of Infants 

"Baptism signifies and seaLs to us the promise of the cLeansing from 
our sins." 
"The promise of the cLeansing" - is this correct? 
The oLd version is preferred to this new one. 

Re: Form Baptism of AduLts 

It is noted that "God" in "God, the Father, the Son and the HoLy 
Spirit" has been omitted one time onLy. ProbabLy a printing error. 

Re: Form PubLic Profession of Faith 

Why has in the first question: "True and compLete doctrine of 
saLvation" (oLd version) not been taken up in the new version'? 

Re: Form HoLy Supper 

1. Concerning the passage' communion': the Long form renders: "The 
body of Christ was broken" and the new short form: "the body of Christ 
was given" - Any reason for this change or just a sLip of the pen? 

2. List of sins: It wouLd have been better if the sins Listed 
foLLowed the Line of the ten commandments. 

Re: Form SoLemnization of Marriage 

"Shall Live together happiLy in sinLess Love and hoLiness" - Too much 
emphasis on "happiLy" rat her than on "love". 
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APPENDIX 4a 

GENERAL REPORT FROM DEPUTIES FOR 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH CHURCHES ABROAD 

To the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches, 
KeLmscott, 1983. 

The Synod of the Free Reformed Churches, ArmadaLe 1980, appointed the 
above mentioned deputies and instructed them to report at the Synod 1983. 

The deputies have continued their contact and correspondence with 
Churches in severaL countries and pLaces of the world. 

The foLLowing detaiLs ask for attention. 

1. Canadian Reformed Churches 

The Acts of the General Synod of SmithviLLe, Ont., 1980, were 
received. Some items have importance for the Free Reformed Churches. 

a) the Synod deaLt with the revision of the Church Order; and decided 
not to adopt at the present time any articLes of the Church Order in 
its revised form; the committee-work wiLL be continued; 

b) concerning a new translation of the Heidelberg Catechism the Synod 
decided to continue the committee with the instruction to compLete the 
'draft translation 1979', and to submit it to a paneL of three EngLish 
Language experts and to report to the Synod 1983; Acts Art. 60. 

c) the Synod had to deaL with appeaLs in connection with the 
reLationship with the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. Synod decided: 

2. To continue the Committee for Contact with the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, with the mandate: 

a) to continue contact with the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church, whiLe taking into account the ruLes for 
'EccLesiastical Contact'; 

b) to pubLish, for the benefit of our Churches, a detaiLed 
evaLuation of the confessionaL and church-poLiticaL 
divergencies as decided by this Synod (see: Acts 1980, 
ArticLe 97, 11, C, 3); 

c) to evaLuate the reaction of the Committee on Ecumenicity 
and Inter-church ReLations of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church regarding the divergencies, and to come to the 
next Synod with reccommendations (cf. Consideration 5); 
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d) to compLete the discussion and evaLuation of the 
reLationships which the Orthodox Presbyterian Church has 
with other parties, especiaLLy the Reformed EcumenicaL 
Synod, the Christian Reformed Churche, the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church - EvangeLicaL Synod, and the Presby­
terian Church of America; 

e) to inform the Churches about the progress made by means 
of press reLeases; 

f) to report on its activities and findings to the next 
General Synod. 

(Acts Art. 152.) 

d) the Synod decided on the 
ApostLes' Creed as amended 
foLLows: 

'revised Committee Proposal' of the 
by Synod. The adopted revision reads as 

"I. 1 beLieve in God the Father aLmighty, 
creator of heaven and earth; 

11. I beLieve in Jesus Christ, 
His onLy Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the HoLy Spirit, 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pi Late, 
was crucified, dead and buried; 

He descended into heLL. 
On the third day He arose from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father aLmighty; 
from there He wiLL come to judge the Living and the 

dead. 
111. I beLieve in the HoLy Spirit; 

I beLieve a hoLy cathoLic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the Life everlasting." 

(Acts Art. 107.) 

e) Synod decided on the point of BibLe transLations: 

1. To thank the Committee on BibLe Translations for its faithfuL 
Labours. 

2. a) To use the Revised Standard Version for the Scripture 
quotations in the Linguistic modernization of the Creeds 
and the LiturgicaL Forms as much as possibLe. 

b) To recommend to the Churches to use this translation in 
the worship services and for catechism instruction in 
order to come to uniformity of practice. 

3. To Leave it in the freedom of the Churches to use the KJV and 
the NASB, if the acceptance of the Revised Standard Version 
meets with insurmountabLe objections. 
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4. To re-appoint the Committee on Bible Translations with the 
mandate: 

a) To continue to make recommendations to the Standard 
Bible Committee for changes necessary in the Revised 
Standard Version translation; 

b) To keep the Churches posted as to the developments in 
new editions of the Revised Standard Version; 

c) To report to the next Synod. 

(Acts, Art. 111.) 

decision about Book of Praise is reported in Acts Art. 122. 

g) correspondence with the churches abroad: Synod decided to 
continue the correspondence with the Free Reformed Churches of Australia. 

(Acts, Art. 153.) 

Recommendation: 

The deputies recommend the Synod to continue the correspondence with 
the Canadian Reformed Churches. 

2. The Gereformeerde Kerk~n in Nederland. 

The deputies received the Acta of the Generale Synode van de 
Gereformeerde Kerken in Nederland, Arnhem 1981. 

The following points of importance ask for attention and consideration: 

I. Chapter VI of the Acta deals with the correspondence with Churches 
abroad. 

a) Synod decided on the proposal concerning a Reformed 
International Synod. An invitation would be sent to the 
corresponding Churches and Churches with which a temporary 
ecclesiastical contact exists; Art~ 118. 

b) Synod decided to continue the correspondence with the Free 
Reformed Churches of Australia, and to be informed about 
their contact with the Presbyterian Reformed Church of 
Australia; Art. 119. 

c) continuation of the correspondence with the sisterchurches ;n 
Canada, Korea, East Sumba-Savu, South Africa; and contact 
w;th the Churches of Sao PauLo, IreLand (EvangeLicaL Presby­
terian Church), Scotland (Free Church), Sri Lanka (Dutch 
Reformed Church), Taiwan (Reformed Presbyterian Church), 
Japan (Reformed Church), New Zealand (Reformed and Orthodox 
Presbyterian Churches), America (Presbyterian Church and 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church), ChiLe (Presbyterian Church), 

••• /88 



- 88 -

South Africa (Die Gereformeerde Kerk), and Sudan (Kerk of 
Chr;st). Acta, Art's 120 - 140. 

11. The Synod decided to change the name of the deputies for 
correspondence. It is now~ Committee on ReLations with Churches Abroad. 

The deputies aLso received two reports: 

a) report from the deputies for correspondence with Churches 
abroad; 

b) report revision Church book, directed to Synod 1981. 

Recommendation: 

To continue the correspondence with the Gereformeerde Kerken in the 
Netherlands. 

3. Die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Africa. 

The deputies received: 

I. SinodehandeLinge, Pretoria 1980. 

The Synod had to deaL with the reLationship with the Gereformeerde 
Kerk of South Africa (Art. 31, 33, 35). The Synod decided to continue the 
correspondence with the Free Reformed Church of Australia. 

11. SinodehandeLinge, Johannesburg 1982. 

The Synod decided to instruct deputies for contact with the 
Gereformeerde Kerk in South Africa to tabLe those points which are essentiaL 
for further discussions, and to report at the next Synod; Art. 16. 

It is aLso decided to continue the correspondence with the 
AustraLian Sisterchurches. 

Both Acta contain the most important reports which were discussed 
at the Synod meetings. 

111. Some correspondence in connection with the so-caLLed 14-de Laan­
gemeenschap. The deputies were informed that the community of the 14-de Laan 
has not returned to die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Pretoria. 

Recommendation: 

To continue the correspondence with Die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerk in 
Suid-Africa. 
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4. Sri Lanka 

The deputies were informed by a Letter 20-03-81 that the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Sri Lanka accepts and maintains the Three Forms of Unity, has fuLL 
correspondence with the Christian Reformed Church in North America and the 
Reformed Church of Australia, and is member of the R.E.S. and the WorLd 
Presbyterian ALLiance. 

5. The Reformed Church of Japan 

It was said in a Letter dated May 1, 1981, that a Synod was pLanned 
from 20th to 23rd October, 1981; that 61 congregations form the bond of 
Churches, with 107 ministers and a totaL membership of 7173; unorganized 
Churches 35; and ministers-candidate 18. 

The Reformed Chureh of Japan has fellowship with the member churches of 
the R.E.S. 

FolLows a quotation from the letter: 

Eeumenieal Relations 

"The Synod had the privilege of recelVlng fraternal delegates from 
ehurches in eceLesiastical fellowship. The Rev. E.A. van Baak 
represented the Christian Reformed Chureh in North Ameriea, the Rev. De 
Berdt represented the CRC Japan Mission, the Rev. Young Son represented 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Chureh and its Japan Mission, the Rev. V.G. 
Stubbs represented the Presbyterian Chureh in the United States, the 
Rev. W. Sterrett the Reformed Presbyterian Chureh North Ameriea Japan 
Mission, the Rev. Kwang Chen the Chinese Presbyterian in Japan, and the 
Rev. Han Dong Seok the Presbyterian Church in Korea (Koryupa). Each 
delegate brought greetings from his ehureh and the floor greatLy 
appreeiated them and praised the Lord for the fellowship in Him. 

"Liaison Committee presented eaeh summary on the deliberations of 
1980 assemblies of CRC, OPC, PCUS and PCA. And a detaiLed report on the 
RES Nimes 1980 was also presented to the fLoor by Rev. H. Suzuki. In 
this eonneetion the foLLowing motions were earried. 

1. To fOI~uLate our views on the dual membership in both the RES 
and the WCC with partieuLar reference to the GKN seeond 
report, and to send it to RES by December in 1980. And also 
to study a RES report expeeted to receive in 1983 and send 
RCJ's eomments and reeommendations to the RES by the 1st 
ApriL in 1984. 
(Aetion was taken by Liaison Committee.) 

2. To translate the RES study report "Chureh and its Soeial 
CaLling", to prepare RCJ's eomments on it and to present it 
to the Synod of 1982. 
(Aetion to be taken by Committee on WorLd and Chureh.)" 

••• /90 



- 90 -

6. The Korean Presbyterian Church 

Information was received by letter dated 2nd November 1981 as follows: 

"I am encLosing herewith a copy of the Minutes of the Assembly but 
as they are in Korean I will outline the main decisions here for your 
information. 

One more presbytery was established in Pusan so that we now have 
13 presbyteries. 

The Junior grade local seminary (Kyong Buk Sin Hak Won) at Taegu 
was approved by the Assembly. Students study for 4 years at this 
seminary but then must go to SeouL for an additional year of study 
before they can be ordained as pastors. 

In the past year 27 new churches have been added to our 
denomination. This incLudes both new churches that have been 
commenced during the year and aLso established churches that have 
requested admission to our denomination. 

A five member committee was established to write the officiaL 
church history of our denomination. 

1984 will be the 100th Anniversary of the beginning of mission 
work in Korea and a committee was formed to work out speciaL 
celebrations to mark this occasion. 

It was decided that we should try to establish relations with the 
Reformed Church in Japan at the level of mission co-operation. 
Th;s relat;onship means exchange of delegates or mutual 
communication to the largest assembly, exchange of the acts of 
assembly, and exchange of information on church activities. As yet 
we have not received a repLy from Japan but we await news of the 
decision made at their SynodicaL Meeting in October. We wish to 
give you advance notice of this action and wilL inform you further 
when we have a reply from Japan. 

"In addition to decisions made at the Assembly we would aLso Like 
to share with you some items of church news. 

Four of our TheoLogicaL Seminary graduates from last February 
became military chaplains and are now ministering to men in the 
armed forces. 

A new 7 story building at Kosin CoLlege was dedicated in August. 
The degrees offered by Kosin College are B.A. in Theology, 
Chr;stian Education, and Church Music, and aLso M.D. (Doctor of 
Medic;ne). The Korean TheologicaL Seminary offers a Master of 
D;vinity, while the Graduate Section offers an M.A. in Christian 
Education and Master of Theology. 
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"We thank you for your continued interest in our work and for your 
prayer on our behaLf. May the Lord continue to bLess you in your work 
for Him in Australia." 

And by Letter dated February, 1983: 

"Our cordiaL greetings to you in the name of Jesus Christ. We are 
very gratefuL to inform you some of recent happenings of our Churches 
; n 1982-1983. 

The 32nd General AssembLy 

The AssembLy has been set at Tong Kwang Church in Masan during the 
period of September 23-28th, 1982. 

1. Rev. Seu Wan Sun, pastor of Busan North Church, was eLected 
moderator, voting delegates were 194 (97 ministers and 97 
ruLing eLders). 

2. The AssembLy accepted our separated brothers af ter 8 years. 
The reun;on weLcome worship service was heLd in November, 
1982. By this reunion about 150 Churches are added. 

3. The AssembLy decided that aLL Churches shouLd support Kos;n 
CoLlege and Sem;nary w;th one percent of Church budget every 
month. 

4. ALL sem;nary graduates shouLd serve for two years, whether 
unorgan;zed Church or start;ng a new Church before 
ord;nat;on. 

5. One more presbytery (Taegu) was organ;zed and the number of 
presbyteries is now 14. 

EcumenicaL ReLations 

1. ReLations aLready made with: 
Free Reformed Churches in the Netherlands 
Free Reformed Churches in AustraLia 
Reformed Churches in South Africa 
Orthodox Presbyter;an Church 
Reformed Presbyter;an Church (EvangeL;caL Synod) 
Overseas M;ssionary Fellowship 

2. ReLations newLy made with: 
Reformed Church in Japan 
Free Reformed Churches ;n South Africa 

3. Dr. Kun Sam Lee was sent to the Constituent AssembLy of the 
InternationaL Conference of Reformed Churches, heLd in the 
Rafajah Church at Groningen, the Netherlands, from October 
26 - November 4, 1982. 
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Building Projects 

1. Kosin Medical CoLlege Hospital (Gospel Hospital) will furnish 
a new 10 story building within a few years, which is under 
construction now. 

2. Kosin CoLlege wilL 
and the 3 story 
ApriL, 1983, except 
end of August. 

open another new campus in Busan this year 
buiLdings wiLL be compLeted by the end of 
Music HaLL, which wiLL be finished at the 

Statistics (Sept. 1982) 

Church 369 
Unorganized Church 
Ministers 
ChapLains 
EvangeLists, Man 
EvangeLists, Woman 
Ruling ELders 
Communicant Members 
TotaL Members 

3ó7 
438 

4 
514 
110 

1 037 
54 621 

153 862 

(The Reunited Churches are not incLuded.) 

Missionary Works 

1. Taiwan mission, 
2 missionary famiLies are working among Chinese peopLe and 
mission tribes. 

2. Korean Immigrants mission, 
Missionaries are working among the Korean immigrants in 
Brazil, Spain, France, West-Germany, Canada, Japan and U.S.A. 

3. South-East Asian Mission, 
The mission board of the AssembLy has pLanned a new project 
of 10 missionaries to South-East Asian countries for the 
native peopLes. 

7. Korea Presbyterian Reformed Church in Taiwan 

Letters were received with information that this Church wants to have 
correspondence with the Free Reformed Churches, and a word of weLcome for 
Rev. Hur who was pLanning to visit Taiwan. 

8. The deputies wrote a Letter to Rev. G.A. McKenzie in New ZeaLand, 
minister of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in that country. Information 
was passed on, and requested. However, no officiaL answer has been received • 
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9. The correspondence with the Sister 

difficult because of the language problems. It 
consider improvement at this point. 

Conclusion and recommendation 

churches 
may be 

of Sumba-Savu is 
recommendable to 

The deputies are of the oplnlon that efforts must be made to intensify 
the contacts with those Churches which do not yet belong to sister churches 
with full correspondence; to increase contacts with Churches which can be 
accepted as faithful Churches of the Lord and to instruct the new deputies 
accordingly. 

On behalf of the deputies, 

K. Bruning. 
March 1983. 
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APPENDIX 4b 

OF THE FREE REFORMED CHURCHES 
HELD, THE LORD WILLING, 

1983 IN KELMSCOTT, W.A. 

REPORT ON 
INTERNATIONAL 

THE CONSTITUENT 
CONFERENCE OF 

ASSEMBLY 
REFORMED 

OF THE 
CHURCHES 

The Constituent Assembly of the International Conference of Reformed 
Churches was held from October 26 till November 4, 1982, in Groningen, the 
Netherlands. 

The Free Reformed Churches of Australia were represented by two members 
of the deputies for correspondence with Churches Abroad, the ministers Rev. 
Dr S.G. Hur and Rev. K. Bruning. 

This report has been written to inform the Churches about the results 
and decisions of the Assembly, and to prepare discussion and decisions at 
the Synod of the Free Reformed Churches to be held, the Lord willing, in May 
1983. 

* * * * * 

The official assembly was preceded by a prayer meeting which was opened 
by Rev. G. van Rongen, and during which Rev. K. Bruning held a meditation 
and Rev. D.W.H. Thomas of Northern Ireland led the attendance in prayer. 

* * * * * 

Af ter the official opening on Tuesday morning, October 26, Rev. G. van 
Rongen delivered his opening address. 

A Dutch proposal concerning the Moderamen for the Conference was 
adopted (Proceedings Art. 2). 

The delegates received the opportunity to introduce the Churches which 
they represented. 

Nine Churches from five continents were present (proceedings, Art. 4). 

From the invited Churches a number of four was unable to attend the 
Assembly. 
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It must be noticed that the Churches which were represented had aLready 
been in contact with the Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia for a certain 
period of time. 

* * * * * 

It was noticeabLe at the Conference that the Reformed Churches and the 
Presbyterian Churches have a different background and went through a 
different historicaL deveLopment. However, the delegates of the Reformed 
Churches w;th the Three Forms of Unity, and of the Presbyterian Churches 
with the Westminster Standards, had no probLem to recognize each other as 
true and faithful Churches of the Lord. 

An important aspect is that;n the past the diverse Churches of the 
Conference have been invoLved in one and the same struggLe against 
Deformation, and have understood the necess;ty to be Liberated from the 
faLse Church. 

This spirituaL background and unity were the most prominent and 
stimuLat;ng motivations to seek cLoser contact with each other and to 
promote unity and co-operation as much as possibLe, in accordance with the 
Scriptures of the OLd and New Testament. 

* * * * * 
The proposed agenda were adopted by the delegates. 

The officiaL proceedings of the Conference report about the deaLings 
and dec;s;ons of the meetings. 

Prof. Dr L. Doekes addressed the meeting on "Harmony and Variety in 
Reformed Confessions". 

Prof. D. 
~~andate, and 
Government". 

Deddens introduced the topic "The Unity of Faith as Gift and 
its S;gnificance for Having Various Forms of Church 

Rev. P. van Gurp heLd a speech on the subject "The Unity of Faith as 
Gift and Mandate, and its Significance for the RefLection on Contacts and 
RuLes with Other Churches". 

Rev. M.K. Drost addressed the meeting on "Reformed Mission Work in the 
Eighties". 
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The most important and far reaching decisions of the Conference can be 
Listed as foLLows: 

A. Constitution and ReguLations of the International Conference of 
Reformed Churches; 

B. Interim Rules. 

The Churches are advised to study these documents to understand the 
principLes of the new organization and its practicaL functioning. 

At the end of the Conference an officiaL communique was adopted. The 
Last point of this communique decLares that confessionaL unity exists among 
the participating Churches. Gratitude is expressed to the Lord Who has 
estabLished His worLd-wide Church and is faithfuL in the ingathering, the 
defence and the preservation of His peopLe untiL the end of ages. 

The delegates from the Free Reformed Churches have richLy experienced 
at the Conference that there was a growing unity and understanding between 
the delegates of the Churches. Minor differences concerning doctrinaL and 
eccLesiasticaL matters were no impediment to accept each other as faithfuL 
Churches of the Lord, with the intention and des;re to stimuLate and 
increase the unity and feLLowsh;p, and to start brotherLy d;scussion on 
those matters which are abLe to ed;fy one another in the faith of the 
saints. 

FinaLLy, the deputies advise the Synod to adopt the proposals of the 
Conference and to contribute as much as possibLe to a fruitfuL functioning 
of this InternationaL Conference. 

On behaLf of the Deputies 
Correspondence w;th 
Churches Abroad 

Rev. K. Brun;ng. 
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APPENDIX 4c 

CONSTITUTION AND REGULATIONS 
OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL tONFERENCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES 

ARTICLE I NAME 

The name shaLL be The InternationaL Conference of Reformed Churches. 

ARTICLE 11 BASIS 

The basis of the Conference shaLL be the HoLy Scriptures of the OLd and New 
Testament as confessed in the Three Forms of Unity (the BeLgic Confession, 
the Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons of Dort) and the Westminster 
Standards (the Westminster Confession of Faith, the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms). 

ARTICLE 111 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Conference shaLL be: 

1. to express and promote the unity of faith that the member churches have 
in Christ; 

2. to encourage the fuLLest eccLesiasticaL fellowship among the member 
churches; 

3. to encourage cooperation among the member churches in the fuLfiLment of 
the missionary and other mandates; 

4. to study the comman probLems and issues that confront the member 
churches and to aim for recommendations with respect to these matters; 

5. to present a Reformed testimony to the wor Ld. 

ARTICLE IV MEMBERSHIP 

1. Those churches shaLL be admitted as members which: 

a. adhere and are faithfuL to the confessionaL standards stated in 
the Basis; 

b. furnish i. their confessionaL standards; 
ii. their farm of government; 
iii. their form of subscription; 
ivo their decLaratory acts (if appLicabLe); 

c. are accepted by a two-thirds majority vote of the member churches, 
every member church having one vote; 

d. are not members of the WorLd CounciL of Churches or any other 
organization whose aims and practices are deemed to be in confLict 
with the Basis. 
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2. Termination of membership shall be by a two-thirds majority whenever 
the Conference is of the op;nion that the member church in its doctrine 
and/or practice ;s no Langer in agreement with the Basis. 

ARTICLE V AUTHORITY 

The conclusions of the Conference shall be advisory in character. Member 
churches are urged to receive the decisions of the Conference and are 
recommended to work towards their implementation. 

ARTICLE VI AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

The Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the member 
churches. The proposed amendment(s) shall be sent to the Corresponding 
Secretary two years before the meeting of the Conference. He shall send it 
to the member churches immediately. 

* * * * * 
REGULATIONS 

ARTICLE I MEETINGS OF THE CONFERENCE 

1. The Conference shaLl convene every four years. 

2. Each meeting of the Conference shall determine the time, place and 
convening church of the next Conference. 

ARTICLE 11 EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

The Conference shall elect the following officers: a Chairman, a Vice­
Chairman, a Recording Secretary and a Corresponding Secretary. 

1. The Chairman shall: 

a. calL the meeting to order at the appointed time and see to it that 
each session is properly opened and closed; 

b. ensure that the matters on the agenda are dealt with as expedi­
tiously as possibLe; 

c. put to the meeting every motion that is made and duLy seconded, as 
well as take the vote; 

d. rule on aLL points of order, subject aLways to an appeal from two 
voting delegates. 

2. The Vice-Chairman shall: 

a. take the chair when the Chairman desires to express himself on any 
question before the meeting; 

b. assume the duties and priviLeges of the Chairman in his absence; 
c. render aLL possibLe assistance to the Chairman. 

• •• /99 



- 99 -

3. The Recording Secretary shaLL: 

a. caLL the roLl every day once the devotions have concluded; 
b. keep an accurate record of alL of the proceed;ngs of the meeting; 
c. insure that all documents are properly cared for; 
d. forward three copies of the proceedings to the member churches as 

soon as possible af ter compilation. 

4. The Corresponding Secretary shall: 

a. 

b. 

during the meeting of the Conference, assist the Recording 
Secretary whenever and wherever possible; 
in between the meeting of the Conference: 
i. attend to all the correspondence; 
ii. rece;ve all reports from committees of the Conference and 

distribute them; 
;;i. assist the convening church; 
iv. publish materials, reports or other publications as author­

ized by the Conference; 
v. report to the next meeting of the Conference on his 

activities and in the interim be responsible to the Interim 
Committee. 

5. The Executive shall manage the proceedings of the meetings, arrange and 
propose the business to be transacted in every session and make 
recommendations concerning the committee. 

ARTICLE 111 INTERIM COMMITTEE 

The Interim Committee shall consist of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman and 
the Recording Secretary. 

It shall: 

1. oversee the work of the Corresponding Secretary; 
2. invite one of the alternative committee members to serve when 

necessary; 
3. report to the next meeting of the Conference; 
4. be dismissed subsequent to its report to the next meeting of the 

Conference. 

ARTICLE IV COMMITTEES 

1. The Conference may appoint a committee to studyany matter that is 
deemed to be of mutuaL concern to the member churches; 

2. Every attempt shall be made to make the members of these committees as 
representative as possible; 

3. Committee reports shall be in the hands of the Corresponding Secretary 
at least two years prior to the next meeting of the Conference • 
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ARTICLE V PARTICIPANTS 

The folLowing are to be seated at the meetings of the Conference: 

1. Voting delegates from the member churches. Each member church shaLL be 
entitLed to send two voting delegates to the meeting. 

2. Advisory delegates from the member churches. Each member church may 
appoint two advisors, but they shaLL have no vote. 

3. Observer delegates from churches that have made application for member­
ship in the Conference. They may be invited to take part in aLL 
discussions but wiLL not be accorded the right to vote nor be present 
at cLosed sessions. 

4. Visiting delegates from churches which have not yet appLied for member­
ship. They shaLL be granted the right to attend the open meetings of 
the Conference and have extended to them the usual courtesies for such 
occasions. 

ARTICLE VI CONVOCATION OF THE CONFERENCE 

1. The convening church shaLL organ;ze a prayer service prior to the 
opening session of the Conference. 

2. The convening church shaLL appoint one of its members to preside at the 
opening of the Conference. 

3. The convenor shaLL designate three delegates who wiLL coLLect, examine 
and report on the credentiaLs of each delegation. 

4. The convenor shaLL supervise the election of the Executive Officers. 

ARTICLE VII AGENDA MATER lAL 

1. The Conference shaLL pLace on its agenda: 

a. correspondence from member churches; 
b. appLications for membership trom other churches; 
c. reports from i ts speciaL commi ttees and Correspondi ng Secretary; 
d. reports from its Interim Committee; 
e. recommendations from any tWQ member churches to extend an 

invitation to anotherchurch to send observers to the Conference. 

2. Materials received for the agenda shouLd be received by the 
Corresponding Secretary one year in advance. Material received Less 
than one year before the opening of the next meeting of the Conference 
shàLl onLy be considered if the Conference so decides. 

3. The agenda must be f;naLized three months in advance and a copy sent to 
aLL member churches. 

ARTICLE VIII RULES OF ORDER 

1. To obtain the fLoor each speaker must be recognized by the chair. He 
shaLL address himseLf to the Chairman with decorum and respect. 
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2. If a delegate faiLs to adhere to the point under discussion or becomes 
unnecessariLy Lengthy in his remarks, the Chairman shaLL caLL him to 
order. 

3. If any delegate has spoken twice on a given issue, others who have not 
yet spoken shaLL be given priority by the Chairman. 

4. When the Cha;rman beLieves that a motion has been sufficientLy 
discussed, he may propose that debate be drawn to a cLose. Any 
delegate convinced of the same may move to cLose the discussion. 

5. Decisions shaLL be taken on the basis of a simpLe majority of the votes 
cast, with the exception of ArticLes IV, 1.c., IV, 2., and VI of the 
Constitut;on and ArticLe X of the ReguLations. 

ARTICLE IX FINANCES 

(remains to be detennined by the Conference) 

ARTICLE X AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS 

The Regulations may be amended by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast. 
The proposed amendment(s) shaLl be sent to the Corresponding Secretary one 
year prior to the meeting of the Conference. 
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APPENDIX 4d 

COMMUNIQUE OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES 

The Constituent Assembly for the International Conference of Reformed 
Churches was held in Groningen, The Netherlands, from October 26 to 
November 4, 1982. 
The delegates can look back at a fruitful series of meetings which 
resuLted in important decisions. 

One of the most significant items of the agenda was the proposed draft 
Constitution. The Assembly agreed on the following conclusions laid 
down in the Constitution: 

Article I. The Name shalL be the International Conference of 
Reformed Churches. 

ArticLe 11. The Basis of the Conference shaLl be the HoLy Scriptures 
of the OLd and New Testament as confessed in the Three Forms of 
Unity (the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons 
of Dort) and the Westminster Standards (the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms). 

ArticLe 111. The Purpose of the Conference shall be: 
1. to express and promote the unity of fa;th that the member 

churches have in Christ; 
2. to encourage the fullest ecclesiastical fellowship among the 

member churches; 
3. to encourage cooperation among the member churches in the 

fuLfilment of the missionary and other mandates; 
4. to study the common problems and issues that confront the 

member churches and to aim for recommendations with respect 
to these matters; 

5. to present a Reformed testimony to the world. 

Article IV. 
1. Those churches shall be admitted as members which 

3. adhere and are faithful to the confessional standards 
stated in the Basis; 

b. furnish i. their confessionaL standards; 
ii. their form of government; 
iii. their form of subscription; 
ivo their declaratory acts (if applicabLe); 

c. are accepted by a two-thirds majority vote of the member 
churches, every member church having one vote; 

d. are not members of the World Council of Churches of any 
other organization whose aims and practices are deemed 
to be in confLict with the Basis. 

2. Termination of memberhship shall be by a two-thirds majority 
whenever the Conference is of the opinion that the member 
church in its doctine and/or practice is no Longer in 
agreement with the Basis. 
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During the sessions of the AssembLy much time and energy were devoted 
to matters which are deemed of great vaLue for the present and future 
eccLesiasticaL reLationship between the member churches. CLose 
attention was given to matters of doctrine and church poLity together 
with missionary mandates and practices. 

It was agreed that the Conference be convenened every four years and 
that the first meeting be in Edinburgh, ScotLand, in September 1985, 
the Lord wiLLing. A provisionaL Secretary was appointed in accordance 
with the Interim Rules, nameLy, Rev. M. van Beveren, 13904 - 86 Street, 
Edmonton, ALberta, Canada, T5E 3C1. 

5. The confessionaL unity that exists among the participating churches was 
reaffirmed and promoted. Gratitude is expressed to the Lord Who has 
estabLished His worldwide church and is faithfuL in the ingathering, 
the defence and the preservation of His people until the end of the 
ages. 
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APPENDIX 5 

DEPUTIES CHURCH BOOK 

Appointed by Synod 1980 
of the Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia 

REPORT 

to Synod 1983 

Esteemed Brothers, 

1. Synod 1980 gave your deputies this instruction (Acts, Art. 53/7): 

"a) To continue the efforts aimed at achieving a ScripturaLLy based 
church book; 

b) To continue the contact with the Canadian Committee for Church 
Book, with particuLar emphasis on joint consultation concerning 
the hymns and the revised texts of the EcumenicaL and the Reformed 
Creeds, the LiturgicaL Forms and the Prayers, so that soundLy 
based uniformity be achieved; 

c) To repo rt to synod 1983." 

2. Our interim report dated JuLy 1982 and forwarded to the CounciLs of the 
Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia dealt, in the main, with the 
LiturgicaL Forms and the Hymn Section 1979 as adopted by Synod 
SmithviLLe 1980 of the Canadian Reformed Churches. 

Recent correspondence with the various Canadian committees, appointed 
at SmithviLLe, has borne out our expectation that, as our own Synod 
wiLL D.V. precede the next Synod of the Canadian Churches by six 
months, time works against us in the evaLuation of material produced by 
the brothers in Canada. In fact, advice has been received that new work 
on the BeLgic Confession, the errors and refutations added to the 
Canons, and the Prayers, shouLd be on its way to us early in 1983, and 
that the continuing work on the Heidelberg Catechism shouLd be finished 
by May 1983. 

If at aLL possibLe, we hope to forward any material which arrives 
during February/March to Synod for its information, even though it wiLL 
be beyond the reporting deadLine. 

3.1. A direct consequence of the events reported under 2) is that this 
report can onLy present an assessment of the Revision of the PsaLm 
Section of the Book of Praise, no other Canadian material being 
avaiLabLe as yet. 

It is our considered opinion that soLid progress has been made in this 
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Revision. Most of the changes have produced rhymings cLoser to the 
Scripture text; by and Large, contemporary EngLish has been used to 
advantage, whilst the prosody has not suffered. Pronouns referring to 
the Deity consistently begin with capital letters. 

It is unfortunate that only one copy of the Revision could be obtained 
from Canada. We had to resort to photocopying for our own studies as 
well as for the Church Councils and the Synod - a costly and tedious 
process. Each Church CounciL wiLL be sent three copies of the book, and 
further copies wiLl be sent to Synod for its use. 

Our studies concentrated on those Psalms which had been changed to a 
considerabLe degree, as compared with the 1972 version. We seLected 27 
of these, and the brief comments which foLLow are the resuLt of our 
evaLuation. 

KindLy note: when our remarks refer to: 

PSALM 

20 

23 

27 

32 

"text" we mean the unrhymed Bible text; 
a verse from the unrhymed BibLe text; "verse" 

" stanza" part of the rhymed version (Dutch: coupLet). 

COMMENTS 

OnLy stanza 4 has been changed drasticaLLy; it ;s now 
sLightLy closer to the text, more fLuent and Less confusing. 
Other stanzas have been improved by minor aLterations. 

This is now much cLoser to the text, there is less "padding", 
and the Language is more fLuent. 

Revision sticks very cLoseLy to the text. 
e.g. Stanza 1: "Whom shouLd I fear" repLacing "Why shouLd I 

fear" ; 
Stanza 2: "to view the beauty of the LORD"; and 
Stanza 3: "in His tent", better than "vicinity". 

New version is generally an improvement. In 
"shriven" has been dropped; a Little more padding 
its pLace: "in the sight of heaven". 

stanza 1, 
has taken 

34 Shortening 10.5 stanzas to 9 has resuLted in more efficient 
Language use, though there is some padding stiLL in st. 3 and 
4. In st. 8 "keeps his bones from injury" can be accepted. 

49 Verse 11 does not come out: "their inner thought: or aLt. 
translation "their houses are tombs" may have been empLoyed 
for st. 3 Line 3. 
Simi Larly, v. 14 "the upright shalL have dominion ••• " is not 
accounted for. 
V. 19: "he shall go to the generation of his fathers" has 
been rendered very freeLy. 
Prosody is difficuLt in st. 2 L. 8. 
EngLish: st. 5: "render you dismayed" is questionabLe • 
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57 Clumsy terms and expressions have been replaced; Linguisti­
calLy, this version is a vast improvement. However~ the 
refrain in vs. 5 and 11 ;s still unrecognizable as such, and 
rhyming is stiLL poor. Some padding in evidence, but it is 
acceptable. 
Amendments are generally close to the text. 

62 Revision consists soLely of Linguistic improvements. 
St. 2 favours modern translations of v. 3. 
There ;s room for further improvements in rhyming. 

63 Revision is much more concise - now 4 stanzas. 
It folLows the text more closeLy. 
The Language is more modern, more fLuent. 

64 Poor rhyming is stiLL found in st. 1, 3, 5, 6 and 7. 
Prosody is awkward with st. 3 l. 2 "conspiracy". 
Padding is greatLy reduced in this version. 

65 Closer to the text than 1972. 
St. 4 is new, represents vs. 6 - 8. 

66 CompLetely new, an almost word-for-word rendition of the 
text. HighLy commended. 

67 FoLlows the R.S.V. fairLy cLoseLy. 
e.g. use of "may" in st. 1 denotes a humble petition. This is 
an improvement. 
St. 3 L. 4 is questionabLe. We wouLd prefer " ••• harvest wiLL 
provide". Difference in translation! 

72 Vs. 8 and 9, not found in the 1972 version, are now included 
in the new st. 5. 
"May" in st. 2 l. 5 and 6 improves structure and meaning. 
Very few changes occur in the remainder. 

73 Revision foLlows the text very cLosely. 
Expansion to 9 stanzas has not resuLted in obvious padding. 
There ;s noticeabLe improvement in Language use. 

84 Revision appears to be a rewritten version of that in the 
PsaLter HymnaL. This new version is quite acceptable, but in 
same pLaces there ;s no ;mprovement. 
e.g. St. 1 L. 5: "faints" is poor EngLish and uncLear; 

St. 1 L. 7: a wrong rendering of "crieth out" in KJV 
vs. 2; compare aLso "sing for joy" in RSV; 

St. 4 L. 7: does not render KJV v. 9 correctLy. 

99 Revision is cLose to Scripture, in spite of extra padding to 
accomodate the 24 verse Lines. 
UncLear is st. 5 L. 4 "kept": preserved or obeyed? 
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100 The rhyming is compLeteLy rewritten. The new rhyme scheme 
AABB ;s a great improvement. The words are simpLe and cLoser 
to Scripture. 

101 Sequences of some verses has been changed. This vers;on is 
cLoser to the text and LinguisticaLLy improved. 

107 Many minor changes are in evidence, most of them bringing 
this version cLoser to the text. 
Drastic change occurs e.g. in st. 14, where the ideas are 
better organized and the Language is more fLuent. 
There ;s still much padding, e.g. ;n st. 17. 
Verse 39 has been omitted. 

113 Revision shows many changes for the better. It is much cLoser 
to Scripture. Padding has been eLiminated. 

117 Revision seems cLoser to the text, shows no padding. 

126 St. 2 L. 1 foLLows the RSV. 
In st. 1 L. 2 we wouLd prefer "brought back from bondage" to 
the new "brought out of bondage". 

135 Rev;s;on ;s a cons;derabLe ;mprovement on 1972. It ;s very 
cLose to the text and presents no probLems. 
Print;ng error: comma missed behind "You" in st. 1 L.S. 

140 Changes have been effected in Language use and order. 
As in 1972, some padding occurs ;n st. 9 and 10. 

142 "Crying out" has been Lost in st. 4 (text v. 5). 
St. 4 couLd read in L. 1: 

"I cry, my Saviour, unto Thee", - or (L. 1 and 2) 
"0 Lord, I cry out unto Thee, 

my refuge and my sanctuary"; 
this wouLd neatLy eL;m;nate the "without a hope besides" 
which, in Australia, is considered hopeLess EngLish. 

Many improvements have been made to other stanzas. 

146 Language is much improved in this version. 
St. 5 L. 1: "protects" is better than "watches" 
Query st. 5 L. 2 "waifs": is this contemporary EngLish? 

3.2. ALthough it may be seen that there is stiLL room for improvement of 
the rhymed PsaLms, we are thankfuL that considerabLe headway has been 
made in the Revision. Many of the weaknesses of the 1972 version have 
been overcome. The improvements are of such caLibre that we are 
pLeased to recommend to Synod that the Revision be adopted for use in 
the Free Reformed Churches of Australia. 

3.3. This section of our report wouLd not be compLete without an expression 
of our apprec;ation to four brothers and sisters from the Launceston 
congregation who, when the task of evaLuating the Revision in the 
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prescribed time assumed awesome proportions, served gLadLy as "hewers 
of wood and drawers of wate~l. Their assistance was invaLuabLe to us. 

4.1. UsefuL feedback was received from br. W.L. Dekker of ALbany. He 
suppLied us with an improved version of PsaLm 4. 

4.2. We received a Letter from the Church CounciL of KeLmscott which heLped 
us to re-think certain eLements of our JuLy interim report. In 
response to KeLmscott's construct;ve comments we offer the foLLowing 
remarks: 

ad 1.1 and 1.2 -

Shorten;ng of sentences has, in our view, resuLted in greater 
cLarity. The twice repeated "When ••• " in the Form for the Baptism 
of Infants is an apt iLLustration. There is a strong eLement of 
unity in the repetition. The oLd connective works may convenientLy 
be omitted here, without damaging the teaching on baptism. The 
abrupt changes enumerated are not so abrupt as to interrupt the 
fLow of ideas presented in the Form. 

questions ad 1.2 -

The words "by nature" are not essentiaL, but they are fuLLy 
the teaching of Scripture. 
We can agree with "signifies" as the visuaL eLement in the 
teaching of baptism is indispensabLe. Taking into account the 
muddLed sentence construction in the oLd form, the new 
sentence is a conspicuous improvement. 
We agree that "forsake" is an accepted and ScripturaL 
expression. 
The word "because" is the equivaLent of "since". It sounds 
much better in this instance. 

ad 1.3 

The minister first addresses the congregation, then refers to 
those professing their faith, and then addresses those 
professing. This paragraph couLdbe "tidied up" in a concise 
way by inserting some words between brackets, preceding the 
words "Now that ••• " e.g. (the minister now addresses those 
professing their faith). 
The suggestion to improve the wording of the bLessing is 
commended. 

ad 1.4 

We agree that the words of the Lordls Prayer and the Creed 
couLd be omitted. 
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The suggestion re the use of italics will be conveyed to 
Canada. We reaLize, however, that in several cases it will 
not be practicable, considering the tunes employed. 

5. We refer briefly to the "particular emphasis on joint consultations 
concerning the hymns ••• " etc~, in the context of the contact with the 
Canadian Committee for Church Book. 

Synod SmithviLle considered the work on the Psalms and on the Hymn 
Section as concluded, and a new Committee was appointed which has to 
prepare the contents of the definitive Book of Praise, to arrange for 
printing and distribution, etc. The possibility of joint consultations 
was therefore limited to peripheral matters. 

The situation is quite different in the case of the other committees 
stilL operating in Canada: the committee on the Heidelberg Catechism, 
the committee on the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dordt, and the 
committee on translation and revision of the Prayers and Forms. They 
are wide open for our suggestions. However, the Synod timetable in 
Canada will probably make it impossible for us to evaluate the work of 
those committees in time to regard any feedback as "joint 
consultations". 

6. In conclusion, your deputies propose the foLlowing to Synod: 

a. adopt the Revision of the Psalm Section of Book of Praise for 
use in our Churches; 

b. to adopt the new text of the fo l Lowi ng Liturgical Forms: 

Form for the Baptism of Infants; 
Form for the Baptism of Adults; 
Form for the Public Profession of Faith; 
Form for the Celebration of the Lordls Supper; 
Form for the Excommunication of Communicant Members; 
Form for the Readmission into the Church of Christ; 
Form for the Ordination of Ministers of the Word; 
Form for the Ordination of ELders and Deacons; 

c. to consider the use of the new Liturgical Forms: 

Form for the Excommunication of Non-communicant Members; 
Form for the Ordination of Missionaries; 
Abbreviated Form for the Celebration of the Lordls 

Supper; 
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d. to adopt the foLLowing Hymns from the Hymn Sect;on 1979 of 
Baak of Praise for use in our churches: 

1 - 2 - 6 - 7 - 11 - 13 - 14 - 15 - 16 - 18 - 19 - 21 -
24 - 26 - 26 - 27 - 29 - 32 - 34 - 36 - 39 (with reserva­
tions as reported) - 40 - 41 - 44 - 47 - 49 - 50 - 53 -
58 - 59 - 63; 

e. to discharge deputies appointed by Synod 1980; 

f. to appoint new deputies with the mandate to report to the 
churches as soon as the remaining eLements of the Church Baak 
are avaiLabLe for scrutiny. 

With brotherLy greeting, 

Your deputies: 

G. Brouwer 

G. GroenwoLd 

J. Vander Ros 

Launeeston, January 1982 
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APPENDIX 6 

REPORT RE ENGLISH BIBLE TRANSLATION 

TO: Synod of the Free Reformed Churches of Australia, KeLmscott, W.A., 
1983. 

FROM: 

MANDATE: 

Deputies for EngLish BibLe Translation, appointed by Synod, 1980, 
ArmadaLe, W.A. 

Synod 1980 of the Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia appointed 
Deputies charged with the task of gathering information concerning EngLish 
Bible Translations for use in the Free Reformed Churches. "Deputies wiLL 
concentrate on the coLLection of data since this wiLL speed up the process 
of evaLuation considerabLy." 

Deputies recognise that no s~ecific mandate was given to come to any 
recommendations, but in the Light of previous decisions of Synods (1972 and 
1975) they feLt that they were abLe to make some recommendations at this 
time. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 

The Synods of the Free Reformed Churches have attempted to deaL with 
this matter from the beginning. 

Synod 1954 expressed the desirabiLity of unity of practice with the 
Canadian sister Churches (Acts, Art. 16). 

Synod 1956 decided to adopt the King James Version (KJV) for use in the 
Churches since there was no doubt as to its fideLity to ScripturaL truth. At 
the same time the Revised Standard Version (RSV) was rejected because of 
serious doubts as to its reLiabiLity (Acts, Art. 36, and Report). 

Synod 1966 recognised the need for a "usabLe EngLish translation". This 
indicated that Synod was dissatisfied with the decision of Synod 1956 that 
the KJV was a "usabLe English translation" (Acts, Art. 50). 

At Synod 1972 objections were again voiced about the RSV and deputies 
were appointed to find a "good EngLish translation" (Acts, Art. 47>. They 
were to concentrate on the KJV 11 translation and the New American Standard 
BibLe' (NASB) • 

Synod 1975 decided to reject the New International Version (NIV) 
because of its so-caLled "dynamic equivalent" method of translation, and the 
KJV 11 translation because of serious deficiencies. New deputies were to 
assess the KJV, the RSV and the NASB and recommend one of these for use in 
the Churches (Acts, Art. 52). 
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Synod 1978 decided to abandon evaLuation of the NASB and to concentrate 
on the RSV and a new, updated KJV (Acts, Art. 42). 

In the meantime, Synod 1972 
to Leave the use of the RSV in the 
evaLuation of this translation. 
carried out this evaLuation, unitL 
RSV as the designated version 
services and catechism instruction, 
the Creeds and LiturgicaL forms. 

of the Canadian Reformed Churches decided 
freedom of the churches and to continue 
Deputies of this and foLLowing Synods 

1980. Synod 1980 decided to recommend the 
for use within the churches, in worship 

as weLL as for Scripture quotations in 

From the foregoing the foLLowing is cLear: 

1) The KJV is not considered to be a satisfactory translation for 
use in the Churches today; 

2) Unity of practice with the Canadian sister churches is deemed 
desirabLe; 

3) The RSV, in spite of earlier objections, keeps returning as a 
possible repLacement for the KJV. 

In the Light of these historicaL deveLopments, and in Line with the 
research carried out by the Canadian sister Churches, Deputies decided to 
Limit their investigations to the foLLowing 3 BibLe transLations: 

1) The Revised Standard Version; 
2) The New InternationaL Version; 
3) The New American Standard BibLe. 

Deputies did not consider any other transLations, because of various 
reasons of practice and principLe: for instance, the New (updated) KJV by 
Nelson was omitted because it shared many of the deficiencies of Jay Green's 
KJV 11. ALso, its attempt to fit 20th century word usage into 17th century 
styLe and sentence structure creates more difficuLties than it soLves. It 
cannot be considered a reaL improvement over the (oLd) KJV. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

The Deputies used the foLLowing sources of information: 

1) The various Acts of, and Reports to, Synods of the Free Reformed 
Churches of Australia, from 1956 to the present; 

2) Acts of, and Reports to, Synods of the Canadian Reformed Churches, 
from 1968 to the present; 

3) Various books, articLes and other materials. 

An attempt was made to obtain information from the Deputies of the 
Canadian Reformed Churches, but to date this has been unsuccessfuL. In spite 
of this, Deputies are of the oplnlon that there is enough information 
avaiLabLe for them to make a recommendation, and for Synod to come to a 
decision concerning this matter. 
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EVALUATION 

What foLLows is an evaLuation, based on information avaiLabLe, of the 
three translations which were the object of the Deput;es ;nvestigat;ons. 

(NOTE: re Methods of translation 

two 
At this point it may be vaLuabLe to insert a few 
different methods of translation as they are 

Translation work. 

remarks 
used 

on the 
in BibLe 

(a) The FormaL EquivaLent Method CF.E.). This method concentrates 
aLmost excLusiveLy on the LiteraL text of the originaL. It resuLts in 
a word-for-word translation, retaining the sentence structure and 
typicaL idiom of the originaL Language, Greek or Hebrew. 

(b) The Dynamic EquivaLent Method CD.E.). This method concentrates on 
the meaning of the originaL, and attempts to express in another 
Language the thought expressed in the originaL. This method is, by 
definition, fairLy interpretative. It does not, as a ruLe, bind itseLf 
closeLy to the sentence structure of the originaL, but pLaces a greater 
priority on cLarity and good sentence sense. 

In practice, a pure F.E. translation does not exist. lt wouLd be 
virtuaLLy unreadabLe. Nor wouLd pure formaL equivaLence be abLe to do 
justice to the numerous shades of meaning suppLied by the context in 
the originaL. The translations considered can best be pLaced on a 
scaLe, with the NASB offering the most literaL F.E. translation, the 
RSV cLose to it, stiLL basicaLLy F.E. but Less rigidLy so (as also, 
incidentaLLy, the KJV), and the NIV tending more towards D.E.) 

I. The REVISED STANDARD VERSION 

Basis and Aims 

To provide a thorough revision of the Scriptures in the EngLish 
Language which wiLL stay as cLose to the KJV as possibLe in the Light of 
present knowLedge of the originaL texts. TransLators aimed at a good, 
formaL, up-to-date EngLish. TransLators are not, as a whoLe, known to be 
conservatives regarding their view of Scripture. 

Sources 

The RSV is a revision of the American Standard Version (ASV) of 1901, 
which in turn was a revision of the KJV, taking into account new 
deveLopments and discoveries in the study of ancient Languages and 
manuscripts. 

The OLd Testament translation is basicaLLy a translation of the 
Masoretic text. The New Testament translation is generally based on the 
Westcott-Hort Greek New Testament, aLthough in numerous pLaces aLternate 
readings from different manuscripts were use, if, in the judgement of the 
transLators, this gave a more accurate rendering of the originaL text • 
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Method of Translation 

Bas;cally FormaL EquivaLent, though Less rigidLy so than, for instance, 
the NASB. 

Advantages 

The RSV ;s a schoLarLy, word-for-word translation, based on 
body of reLiabLe research in ancient texts and manuscripts. 
rendering departs from the accepted manuscript, this is 
footnoted. Where aLternate readings are possibLe, these 
incLuded in the footnotes. 

a Large 
Where its 
carefuLLy 
are aLso 

2) The EngLish is formaL and dignified, and weLL suited for LiturgicaL 
use. 

3) The RSV foLLows the tradition of the KJV in its Language use and 
sentence structure. 

4) An objective reading of the RSV wiLL Lead to an accurate formuLation 
and a sound defence of aLL points of Reformed Doctrine (as expressed in 
the Three Forms of Unity). 

5) The Translation Committee of the RSV has proved to be receptive to 
suggestions for improvements and corrections. Deputies reporting to the 
Canadian Reformed Synod of 1977 stated that: " ••• (we) have come up with 
some recommendations for the Standard BibLe Committee. These 
recommendations are taken seriousLy and are appreciated." SimiLar 
remarks can be found in Reports to the 1974 and 1980 Synods. 

6) The RSV has been accepted by the Canadian sister churches for use in 
the worship services and in catechism instruction, and is the 
designated source for Scripture quotations in the Creeds and LiturgicaL 
forms in the forthcoming Book of Praise. 

7) The RSV is avaiLabLe in a Large variety of formats and prices. 

Disadvantages 

1) The transLators of the RSV are not, as a whoLe, committed to the Divine 
Inspitation or infaLLibiLity of Scripture. 

2) Certain passages contain ambiguities or omissions in translation e.g. 

a) Sometimes (e.g. Romans 5 : 5) though not aLways (e.g. Romans 
8 : 16) the HoLy Spirit is referred to with "which"; 

b) Some inconsistency in referring to Christ variousLy as "you" 
and "thou"; 

c) Luke 22 : 43 - 44 has been pLaced in a footnote; 
d) An unacceptabLe rendering of Romans 9 : 5. 

In some cases aLso the translation departs from the generally accepted 
reading of the originaL, without this being strictLy necessary. This 
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may be a refLection of LiberaL bias on the part of the transLators, but 
this cannot be concLusiveLy shown. More information on this point can 
be found in Reports to the 1974, 1977 and 1980 Synods of the Canadian 
Reformed Churches, and in the Report to the 1975 Synod of the Free 
Reformed Churches. 

11. The NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION 

Basis and Aims 

The transLators are committed to the beLief that the BibLe is the 
inspired Word of God, and to the authority of Scripture as confessed in a.o. 
the BeLgic Confession and the Westminster Confession. Their aim in 
translation is to provide in cLear, up-to-date EngLish, as accurate as 
possibLe a rendering of what is said in the originaL texts. 

Sources 

The NIV is an entireLy new translation. WhiLe buiLding on historicaL 
deveLopments, it is not a revision of any previous transLations. 

The OLd Testament is taken from the 
variations, usuaLLy footnoted, based 
Testament translation is an ecLectic 
avaiLabLe manuscripts. It generally 
text. 

Method of Translation 

Tending toward Dynamic EquivaLent. 

Advantages 

Masoretic Text, with occasionaL 
on other ancient texts. The New 

one, with choices made from aLL 
agrees with the Westcott-Hort Greek 

1) The NIV proceeds from conservative assumptions regarding the Divine 
authority of Scripture. 

2) FuLL account is taken of contextuaL meaning in translation. 

3) It is generally an accurate rendering of the meaning of the originaL 
text. 

4) It is an extremeLy cLear and readabLe translation, in 
contemporary EngLish, with a sensitivity for Literary styLe. 

fLuent 

5) An objective reading of this translation wiLL Lead to an accurate 
formuLation and a sound defence of aLL points of Reformed doctrine, as 
expressed in the Three Forms óf Unity. (The Report to the 1975 Synod of 
the Free Reformed Churches states: "The NIV is a faithfuL version, and 
in no part detrimentaL to Reformed teaching ••• " and the Report to the 
1980 Synod of the Canadian Reformed Churches states that it cannot be 
considered unscripturaL, and recommends its use be Left in the freedom 
of the churches.) 
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Disadvantages 

1) The translation is at times quite free, and fairLy interpretative 
Sometimes the priority g;ven to cLarity interferes with a strictLy 
reLiabLe rendering of originaL detaiL, especiaLLy as regards sentence 
structure, e.g.: 

a) Exodus 20 : 5 - "punishing the chiLdren for the sins of their 
fat hers" instead of "visiting ••• " 

b) The translation usuaLLy rendered by "the Lord of HostsOl as in 
Isaiah 1 : 9 is given as "the Lord ALmighty". 

c) Phi L ippians 4 : 17 (and other pLaces) - "dear friends" instead of 
"be-loved". 

d) Isaiah 8 : 7 - "to put my trust in Him" instead of "to wait for". 

2) The NIV is a fairLy new translation. lts general acceptance is not 
(yet) assured. 

3) There may be considerabLe resistance to the use of "You" 
when addressing God and Christ, even though this is 
translation. 

and "Your" 
a faithfuL 

4) The RSV ;s the designated source for Scripture quotations ;n the 
forthcoming Book of Praise of the Canadian sister churches. 

5) The EngLish used in the NIV tends to be Less formaL than e.g. the RSV 
or the NASB, is therefore LikeLy to be Less suited for use in worship, 
and is aLso LikeLy to date faster than a transLat;on in more formaL 
EngLish. 

6) There is a Limited number of formats avaiLabLe, aLL of which are rather 
Large and buLky, as weLL as being reLativeLy expensive. 

111. The NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Bas;s and A;ms 

The transLators are committed to the beLief that the BibLe is the 
inspire Word of God. Their aim was to provide as cLose as possibLe to a 
word-for-word translation from the originaL texts, reta;ning originaL word 
order and senten ce structure wherever possibLe. 

Sources 

The NAsa ;s basicaLLy an update of the Amer;can Standard Version (ASV) 
of 1901. This (ASV) was a revision of the KJV, taking into account new 
deveLopments and discover;es in the study of ancient texts and Languages. 
The ASV was a very LiteraL translation ;n (for 1901) outdated EngL;sh. It 
was an exceLLent translation for study purposes, but unsatisfactory for 
worship or famiLy use. The NASB continues in this tradition. 
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As in the RSV and the NIV, the NASB translation of the OLd Testament is 
based on the Masoret;c Text, and the New Testament translation on 
deveLopments of the Westcott-Hort Greek New Testament, rat her than the 
Textus Receptus which was used for the KJV. 

Method of Translation 

BasicaLLy FormaL EquivaLent. 

Advantages 

1) TransLators have proceeded from conservative assumptions règarding the 
authority of Scripture. 

2) It generally provides an accurate LiteraL rendering of the originaL 
text. 

3) An objective reading of this translation wiLL Lead to an accurate 
formuLation and a sound defense of aLL points of Reformed Doctrine (as 
expressed in the Three Forms of Unity). 

Disadvantages 

1) In translation, insufficient account is taken of contextuaL meaning. 
Of ten, this translation ;s more of a transLiteration. The excessiveLy 
LiteraL rendering of the originaL frequentLy obscures the exact meaning 
of the text. The translation is of ten Lacking in cLarity. Some exampLe: 

a) PhiLippians 1 2? - 30 is, in its entirety, stiLted, awkward 
and uncLear. 

b) Hebrews 1 : 1 - "in many portions" - what does that mean? 
c) A LittLe further "if indeed God is one" (a LiteraL 

rendering which suggests that this is open to question) 
rather than the more correct "since God is one". 

d) A consistent use of verb farms which are not a part of normal 
EngLish usage. 

HoLwerda, in PopuLair Weterschappelijke Schetsen (Goes, 1962, p.??) 
says: "a LiteraL translation is of ten Literal, but na translation. 
Af ter aLL, the Latter is what we are af ter." 

2) The EngLish Language and styLe is of ten awkward and unnaturaL. 

3) The RSV is the designated source for Scripture quotations in the 
forthcoming Book of Praise of the Canadian Reformed Churches. 

4) The NASB is avaiLabLe in a Limited number of formats, aLL of which are 
rather Large, buLky, and reLativeLy expens;ve. 
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THE PRESENT USE OF THE KING JAMES VERS ION 

1) The Language of the KJV is so outdated as to form a definite barrier to 
the cLear understanding of Scripture. This is especiaLLy true for chiLdren 
and younger members of the Churches, for those who became members at an 
aduLt age, and for those for whom EngLish is not their native Language. Even 
those who by years of reading and study are lat hamel in the KJV miss many 
nuances of meaning. Many words and expressions used in the KJV are no Longer 
a part of the normal EngLish language. More seriousLy, many words or 
expressions have entirely different meanings now to what they had when the 
KJV first appeared. This can and does Lead to numerous instances where the 
Scriptures are unwittingly misunderstood or misapplied. For our time, the 
cLarity of the KJV faLLs far short of what is desirabLe and possibLe. 

2) The KJV does not, as a whole, provide the most reLiable rendering of 
the originaL text. It contains a number of mistranslations, and progress in 
the avaiLabiLity and study of ancient manuscripts, as weLL as advances in 
the knowledge of ancient languages has shown a need for a more accurate 
translation. We refer to the Report submitted to the 1980 Synod of the 
Canadian Reformed Churches, which stated as one of its concLusions: "the KJV 
cannot function any longer as a translation in contemporary EngLish or as 
the best rendering of the original text." J.P. Lewis in The EngLish BibLe 
from KJV to NIV (Baker Book House) pp. 44 ff. cites numerous inaccuracies 
and mistranslations present in the KJV. The Report to Synod 1974 of the 
Canadian Reformed Churches quotes (with agreement) a dissertation by J.L. 
Goddard which concludes that the RSV is statisticaLly more accurate than the 
KJV. 

3) It is becoming increasingly apparent to parents as weLl as teachers 
that the Language of the KJV is of ten difficuLt, if not ;mpossible, for the 
children of the Church to comprehend. One of the major tasks of Christian 
parents and teachers is to instruct covenant chiLdren to read and understand 
Godls Word for themseLves. Clarity ought therefore to be a major factor in 
deciding which BibLe translation is to be used. Deputies are of the opinion 
that it ought not to be necessary to instruct the children of the Church in 
a Language other than their own in order to enabLe them to hear what their 
Father wishes to say to thema 

MODERN TRANSLATIONS CONSIDERED 

1) It ought to be stressed that none of the three translations evaLuated 
can, taken as a whoLe, be considered unacceptabLe. ALL have their 
weaknesses, but in no case are these of such a nature as to remove the 
translation from consideration. 

2) ALL three versions have based their translations on the same sources, 
representing the current LeveL of knowledge regarding ancient manuscripts 
and Languages. 

3) In spite of their respective shortcomings or weaknesses, none of the 
three versions evaLuated can be cal Led unscripturaL. For each translation it 
is true that there are passages or phrases of which the translation is 
incorrect or questionable, and which, when considered in isolation may cause 
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doubts or objections. But this is true of every translation, incLuding the 
KJV. And to this may be remarked that the Church has never read Scripture 
passages in isolation. We cite a few exampLes: 

a) In Genesis 12 3 and other O.T. pLaces the RSVhas: "By you aLL 
nations of the earth shaLL bLess themseLves." This rendering does not 
do justice to the Messianic promise contained in this verse: "in you 
aLL nations of the earth wiLL be blessed." Granted. But we aLso find 
this promise quoted in GaLatians 3 : 8, where it is correctLy rendered, 
and pLaced in its fuLL Messianic perspective. As in sa many other 
instances, the reading of the OLd Testament GospeL in the Light of its 
New Testament fuLfiLment resoLves any uncertainty. 

b) In the RSV PsaLm 2 : 7 is given as: "you are my son, today I have 
begotten you." The faiLure to capitaLize 'son' Leaves out the Messianic 
import of this text. However, its fuLL Messianic significance becomes 
immediateLy obvious when we read it quoted in Acts 13 : 33 and Hebrews 
1 : 5 and 5 : 5. 

c) Isaiah 7 : 14 is given as: "behoLd, a young woman shaLL conceive ••• " 
This rendering has been cited as evidence of an attempt to deny the 
virgin birth of our Saviour. HoLwerda, amongst others, shows that 
"young woman" is a better translation than "virgin". The prophecy most 
immediateLy points to an event during the Lifetime of king Ahaz, 
possibLy the birth of Hezekiah. It refers indirectLy to the birth of 
Christ. Again, a reading of the text as it is quoted in the New 
Testament (Matt. 1 23) gives the OLd Testament prophecy its fuLL 
Messianic meaning. 

CONCLUSION 

The Deputies are of the opinion that of the three versions considered 
the RSV is the one to be preferred, and make the foLLowing observations: 

1) Over the past 15 years, Deputies of the Synods of the Canadian Reformed 
Churches have made a detaiLed study of these three versions, most 
particuLarLy of the RSV. In reports submitted to the var;ous Synods during 
that periad, the consistent concLusion has been that the RSV is a reLiabLe 
translation of the HoLy Scriptures, and that no concLusive evidence to the 
contrary has been brought forward. We quote from the Acts of Synod (1974) of 
the Canadian Reformed Churches (Art. 182): 

"Synod declares: That the committee has not adduced vaLid 
reasans to state that the RSV is unacceptabLe." 

"Synod decides: In accordance with the decision of the General 
Synod New Westminster 1972 Art. 33 to Leave the use of the 
RSV in the freedom of the Churches." 

For over ten years the use of the RSV has been Left in the freedom of 
the Canadian sister Churches, and this has been a period of testing and 
review. At the end of this period, the originaL concLusion as to the 
reLiabiLity and suitabiLity of the RSV stiLL stood. 
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At the 1980 Synod, the Canadian sister churches chose the RSV as the 
preferred translation for worship and catechism instruction, and decided to 
use it in the Linguistic revisions of the Creeds and LiturgicaL Forms. They 
did so af ter Lengthy and detaiLed consideration of the issues invoLved, and 
have come to the concLusion that the RSV is the most suitabLe vers;on for 
use in the Churches. We quote from the Acts of the Canadian Reformed Synod 
1980, Art. 111: 

"The Majority Report bases its preference (for the RSV) on the 
fact that the RSV is a 'schoLarLy word-for-word translation', that the 
EngLish of the RSV ;s 'dignified and best suited for LiturgicaL use l

, 

and that the future offers good hope for improvements. Furthermore 
the RSV Lends itseLf best 'for the Scripture quotations in the 
Linguistic modernisations of the Creeds and the LiturgicaL Forms' and 
••• the use of the RSV shouLd be recommended to the Churches." 

2) Synod 1956 of the Free Reformed Churches of AustraLia rejected the RSV 
on the grounds that it was 'modernistic and unscripturaL'. They did so 
mainLy because marked differences were seen between the RSV on the one hand 
and the KJV and the Dutch Staten-vertaLing on the other. The Trinitarian 
BibLe Society aLso LargeLy bases its objections to the RSV on its difference 
from the KJV. Such criticism is of Limited vaLidity, since the reLiabiLity 
of a particuLar translation is to be determined with reference to the 
originaL texts, and not to another BibLe translation. 

3) It is true that a number of transLators of the RSV do not hoLd 
conservative views regarding the authority of Scripture. A number of them 
are theoLogicaL 'LiberaLs'. This, however, need not, and in fact does not, 
impLy that the translation itseLf is a LiberaL one. If anything the RSV has 
been criticised as being 'too conservative' in its use of the originaL 
texts, its method of translation, and its presentation in EngLish. Synod 
1974 of the Canadian Reformed Churches remarks that the RSV was chosen for 
evaLuation because it is one of the most conservative translations presentLy 
avaiLabLe. 

A teLLing exampLe is provided by the RSV's rendering of 2 Tim. 3 : 16, 
which uphoLds the Divine Inspiration of the Scriptures: "ALL Scripture is 
inspired by God, and is profitabLe ••• " etc. The transLators could easiLy 
have chosen the rendering more suitabLe to 'LiberaL' thinking, as the Dutch 
NGB-vertaLing does: "Every Scripture inspired by God is aLso profitabLe ••• " 
etc. But they did not do so. 

4) The main criticism Levelled at the RSV is that it downpLays the Divine 
nature of Christ, and as such, has become a vehicLe for LiberaL theoLogy, 
which denies the Deity of Christ. This objection to the RSV was aLso the 
thrust of the Report to the 1956 Synod of the Free Reformed Churches. And 
there are pLaces where the rendering of the RSV does not give the same 
expression to the Divinity of Christ as does the KJV, as e.g. Romans 9 : 5, 
PsaLm 45 : 6 & 7, Luke 24 : 51b & 52a in notes instead of in the text, 1 
Tim. 3 16. But it has not, and cannot be shown, concLusiveLy that these 
differences are a refLection or a resuLt of a modernistic viewpointe In most 
cases they simpLy refLect the fact that choices had to be made, out of a 
number of ancient texts, and a number of possibLe transLations~ The argument 
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cannot be sustained that these alterations and/or omissions detract from or 
cast doubt on the ScripturaL confession concerning the Divinity of our 
Saviour. In fact the RSV, in a number of pLaces, uphoLds the Deity of Christ 
even more than the KJV does, as e.g. in Titus 2 : 13 and 2 Peter 1 1. 

On reading the RSV, the onLy concLusion one couLd possibLy come to is 
that the BibLe speaks of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Christ of the 
Scriptures, the Son of God, that is, God HimseLf. This concLusion comes 
through Loud and cLear, and is as inescapabLe in the RSV as it is in any 
other translation of the HoLy Scriptures. 

5) The transLators of the NASB proceeded from the conviction that the 
aibLe is the infalLibLe, inspired Word of God, and based their translation 
work on this conviction. The results, however, do not differ markedLy from 
the RSV. Both versions use the same sourees, and both use the same method of 
translation. Both are derived from the KJV via the ASV. The onLy major 
differences between the RSV and the NASB (cLarity, readabiLity and good use 
of English) cLearly favours the RSV. 

6) Like the NASB, the NIV was translated by scholars who proceeded from 
Scriptural convictions regarding the authority of Scripture as the inspired 
Word of God. It has aLready been noted in this report that the method of 
translation differs from that of the RSV and the NASB. This translation is 
freer and more interpretive. (The Report for the 1975 Synod of the Free 
Reformed Churches deals with this aspect at some length.) The freer method 
of translation of the NIV makes it somewhat Less suitabLe for study purposes 
than the other versions. On the other hand, because of its great cLarity and 
exceLLent readabiLity, it might well be the most suitabLe of the three 
versions for famiLy or private reading. 

7) To summarise: 

The RSV is a sound, schoLarLy word-for-word translation, generally 
accurate and reLiabLe, presented in good dignified EngLish, and is suitabLe 
for church worship, instructionaL use, and famiLy, personaL and study 
reading. 

The NAsa is a simiLar translation to the 
cLarity and readabiLity. It is therefore 
instructionaL or famiLy use. 

RSV, 
less 

but falLs short in 
suited for worship, 

The NIV has strong appeaL because of its cLarity and readabiLity, but 
is Less suitabLe for worship or study purposes because of its method of 
translation. 

The Canadian sister Churches habe adopted the RSV as the preferred 
translation af ter lengthy evaLuation. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Deputies recommend to Synod: 

1) That the use of the Revised Standard Version be recommended to the 
Churches, for public worship, instructional purposes (e.g. catechism 
instruction and schools) and family use. 

2) That Synod appoint Deputies to report to the next 
evaluations and findings regarding the use of the 
these Deputies are instructed to set up and maintain 
of relevant matter, in order to facilitate the 
Deputies dealing with Bible translation matters, 
appointed. 

The Deputies: 

Synod with their 
RSV. Further, that 
adequate archives 
work of any future 

should these be 

S.G. Hur (convenor) 
K. Bruning 
J. Numan 
A. Plug (secretary) 
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APPENDIX 7 

REPORT OF LIBRARIAN OF THE FREE REFORMED CHURCHES OF AUSTRALIA 

TO SYNOD 1983 AT KELMSCOTT 

Contents of Library 

1) Una Saneta VoLumes XV, XVI, XVII, XVIII, XIX, XX, XXI, XXII, XXIII, 
XXIV, XXV, XXVI, XXVII, XXVIII, XXIX. 
- Eaeh issue added to Library as it appears. 

2) Acts of Synod transferred to Arehives as instrueted by Synod 1980 
Artiele 26. 
- Library eontains 1 eopy of Acts 56, 59, 62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72, 75, 
78, 80. 

3) Acts of Synod 1962 Reformed Churehes of Australia. 1 eopy. 

4) Acts of Reformed Churehes of HoLLand (Liberated). 

1 eopy: Bursehoten/Spakenburg 1958/59 
1 eopy: Assen 1961 
1 eopy: Rotterdam/Delfshaven 1964/65 
2 eopies: Hoogeveen 1969170 
1 eopy: Amersfoort/West 1966/67 
1 eopy: Hattem 1972 
1 eopy: Kampen 1975. 

* No further eopies of Synods of later years. 

5) Rapport Inzake Correspondentie met Buitenlandse Kerken aan Synode van 
Kampen 
2 eopies: 1975 
1 eopy: 1978 

6) Rapport Inzake Herziening van Kerkorder aan de Synode van Kampen - 1975 
1 eopy. 

7) Rapport Inzake Enige ArtikeLen van de Kerkorde in Opdracht van Kampen 
1975 - 2 eopies. 

8) Rapport Inzake de Herziening van het Kerkboek aan de Generale Synode te 
Kampen 1975 - 2 eop;es. 

9) Rapport Inzake de PsaLm berijming aan de Generale Synode te Kampen 
1975 - 2 eopies. 

10) Gereformeerde Kerkboek - uitgegeven in Opdracht van Kampen 1975. 

11) Handboek Gereformeerde Kerken HoLland 1975 & 1978. 

12) Die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerke in Suid-Afrika. 
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13) Acta van de Synode van: 

a) Pretoria: 1963. 
b) Pretoria: 1966. 
c) Kaapstad: 1968. 
d) Acta van Voortsetting 1969 (Pretoria). 

14) HandeLinge van die Synode van die Vrije Gereformeerde Kerken in 
Suid-Afrika. 

Pretoria 1971 2 copies 
Pretoria Dec. 1972 2 copies 
Kaapstad Feb. 1972 2 copies 
Kaapstad 1974 1 copy 
Pretoria 1975 1 copy 
Pretoria 1976 3 copies 
Pretoria Feb. 1977 1 copy 
Kaapstad 1978 2 copies 

15 ) Canadian Yearbooks (a) 1954 1 copy 
(b) 1974 1 copy 
( c) 1975 2 copies 
(d) 1976 1 copy 
(e) 1977 1 copy 
(f) 1978 3 copies 
(g) 1979 1 copy 
(h) 1980 2 copies. 

15) TheoLogicaL CoLLege of the Canadian Reformed Churches - 2 copies. 

16) Acts of Synods Canada 

HamiLton 1962 2 copies 
Edmunton 1965 1 copy 
OrangeviLle 1968 1 copy 
New Westminster 1971 1 copy 
Toronto 1974 1 copy 
CoaLdaLe 1977 3 copies 
SmithviLLe 1980 1 copy. 

The Librarian 
26-04-83 
H. Terpstra. 
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APPENDIX 8a 

REPORT ON MISSION ACTIVITIES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

To the Church Council 
Free Reformed Church of Armadale 

3rd December, 1981 

Dear Brothers, 

In accordance with your instructions this committee is pleased to 
report to you regarding the mission work in West Australia, the Churches may 
be properly advised, as is defined in Article 34 of the Acts of Synod 1980. 

The committee wishes you God's invaluable guidance in dealing with this 
report, so that His divine Will in this matter may be fulfilled to the 
praise of His Name. 

The committee trusts that with the presentation of this report, it is 
discharged of the task g;ven to it. 

With brotherly greetings, 

Chairman (Br. A. Slobe) 

Secretary - (Br. S.C. Fokkema) 

FOR THE MISSION SUB-COMMITTEE 
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1. PRELIMINARIES 

In accordance w;th Acts of Synod 1980, Article 34 (2) the Church 
Council of the Church of Armadale appointed the following as members of a 
Sub-Committee: Rev. K. Bruning, Rev. S.G. Hur, Br. A. Slobe (Chairman), Br. 
L. Schoof (jnr), Br. S.C. Fokkema (Secretary). 

This committee was appointed in March 1981 and commenced its work on 
April 2nd, 1981. It has convened (14) meetings, some of which were with 
members of the Miss;on Comm;ttee. Much consultation has taken place with the 
mission worker Br. P. It Hart. At the outset the comm;ttee felt it essentiaL 
to acquaint itself thoroughly with the present activities of the mission 
work. Pinjarra Sunday and Wednesday activities were visited on a number of 
occasions by various members of the committee, as also the work at 
Wandering, the purpose of th;s being to gain up to date, first hand 
knowledge of the work. These visits were discussed and certain observations 
made. The "Draft Instructions and Guidelines" issued by the Church CounciL 
of Armadale have been discussed by the Committee and consideration has been 
given to points 1 to 4 of Part B. The Committee believes that the answering 
of many of the points referred to may be found in the body of the report. 
The Committee felt it to be unwarranted to answer each of the points in 
detail. 

2. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF MISSION WORK IN WEST AUSTRALIA 

For a proper understanding of this report on the mission work in West 
Australia, a short history of the work is essentiaL. 

1966 

Synod instructs the Church of Armadale to investigate the possibilities 
of starting Mission work in the immediate vicinity of Armadale and to report 
to the next Synod. 

1968 

Investigations lead to finding a suitabLe area at Pinjarra as aresult 
of contact with a Mr Ben Mason, who is an aboriginal I Lay preacher ' of no 
particular church, who had been conducting occasional meetings at Pinjarra, 
and who urged members of the Mission Committee to start there. The mission 
comm;ttee visits Mr Ben Mason's meetings in East Perth and observe his 
methods. With Church Council approvaL a group is formed. Af ter some 4 weeks 
of visiting Aboriginal people in Pinjarra, the first meeting is held in the 
R.S.L. HalL. (April) A smalL group of adults and children attend. The work 
group is composed of Br. G.J. Bosveld, Br. P. It Hart, Br. L. Schoof (Jnr), 
and Br. J. de Vos. Meetings are held onSundays and on Wednesday evenings. 
'Home ' visits are brought on Saturday afternoons. 

Synod instructs the Church of Armadale to continue according to 
ability. 
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1968 - 1971 

A time of steady growth in attendance to a peak of about sixty, of whom 
about haLf are aduLt. Meetings are of ten disorderLy because of drink 
affected aduLts. Disturbances both inside and outside the haLL make work 
difficuLt. The Mission Area is enLarged to incLude ArmadaLe, Medina and 
Mandurah. Two V.W. Mini-buses are purchased to provide transport to and from 
the meetings. During 1969 meetings are started in Pinjarra on Saturday 
afternoons specificaLLy for chiLdren. 'Home' visit work on Saturday 
afternoons aLso continued during this periode 

Some peopLe who shift to Perth suburb of CooLbeLLup ask for meetings to 
be conducted there. This is agreed to, and meetings are started on Thursday 
evenings (Later Tuesdays), which attract some aduLts and Large numbers of 
chiLdren. 'Home' visits are extended into the CooLbeLLup Area. The workgroup 
is enLarged to cope with the additionaL workLoad. At CooLbeLLup there is a 
steady decrease in the number of aduLts attending meetings, due, in part, to 
the growing numbers of chiLdren who are of ten boisterous. 

1972 

Br. P. 't Hart is appointed by Synod as fuLL-time mission worker to 
consolidate and intensify the work (Acts of Synod, Art. 45). 

1973 

Br. P. 't Hart commences fulL-time work, 1-07-73. The desirability is 
expressed that Br. P. It Hart live in the central 'hub ' of the work, namely 
Pinjarra. 

The decision is taken to bu;Ld a haLL in Pinjarra. It is feLt 
necessary because of uncertainty of a suitable hall being avaiLable. 

1974 

A house is purchased in Pinjarra for Br. P. It Hart and his famiLy who 
move there in June 1974. Together with Br. J. de Vos who already Lives in 
Pinjarra, good regular contact is maintained with many Aboriginals. 

However attendance at the meetings graduaLly decrease during the years 
1972 - 1979 to approximateLy 12 aduLts and 16 chiLdren who attend fairly 
reguLarLy. 

An influx of people into ArmadaLe resuLts in a children's meeting being 
started on Monday evenings in Armadale by extra workers. This group is soon 
split into two age groups due to large numbers. In Pinjarra the children's 
meetings are continued on Thursday afternoons instead of Saturday 
afternoons. 

The HaLL is buiLt in Pinjarra on land made avaiLabLe by the Lands & 
Surveys Department at no cost to the Churches. SubstantiaL financiaL 
assistance for the building of the Hall is received from the Netherlands • 
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Ideas of SociaL and CuLturaL activities at the haLL are mooted, but 
never fuLLy impLemented. 

Generally meetings become more orderLy and some peopLe appear to be 
genuineLy and favourabLy infLuenced by the Gospel. On Sunday 25th August, 
1974, Sr. I. Indich and Br. C. MrCLymans pubLicLy profess their faith in the 
Church of ArmadaLe. 

Over the ensuing years five different catechism cLasses are started at 
different pLaces. However one af ter the other each of these has to be 
stopped due to a Lack of continuing interest. 

1975 

Meetings are started in CooLbeLLup on Sundays with the express intent 
of attracting the parents and aduLts. However the objective is not achieved. 
These meetings continue for sometime with chiLdren onLy, with the occasionaL 
one or two aduLts. IHome l visits are brought but to no avaiL. 

1978 

The number of peopLe attending the meetings at Pinjarra has dropped 
considerably. Very few of these actuaLLy come from Pinjarra itseLf. By 
large the interest of the Pinjarra peopLe is at a very Low ebb. The 
chiLdrenls meetings at Pinjarra have to be abandoned because of 
impracticaLLy Low attendances. In the light of the situation at Pinjarra, 
Br. It Hart requests to be allowed to return to ArmadaLe, as no material 
benefit for the work is to be gained by him and his famiLy staying in 
Pinjarra. The Church Council of Armadale accedes to his request, subject to 
the agreement of the Churches, which is obtained. 

The work is continued, with Br. It Hart based again in ArmadaLe. 

1979 

Meetings are started at Wandering at an Aboriginal Alcoholics 
RehabiLitation Centre, where severaL people from the Mission Area are 
staying. Generally the attendance and attention is good. Some good 
conversations can be had with previousLy inebriated people. 

1980 

ALL meetings and visits in the CoolbeLlup Area are stopped due to the 
un-wilLingness of the peopLe. This work amongst chiLdren only, without the 
parents is not considered to be mission work. For five years the workers 
tried to bring the GospeL to the parents and families. The work is deemed to 
be compLete and therefore is stopped. 

1981 

Catechism cLasses with some girls in Armadale are stopped af ter 3 
years. Most of these girLs aLso reguLarLy attended church services in 
ArmadaLe. However as they grew up, one af ter the other stopped coming, 
forcing the cLosing of this work. 
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3. ACTlVITIES CURRENTLY BEING CONDUCTED BY THE MISSION TEAM 

At present there are four distinct activities of the mission work. 
These are:-

3.1 PINJARRA 

Meetings on Sundays 10 - 11 a.m. Br. 't Hart is the speaker who Leads 
the meeting and preaches the GospeL. He is supported by part time workers 
who aLso provide mus;c and transportation for those who want to come to the 
meetings. Two mission buses are invoLved in this activity. This meeting is 
attended by approximateLy nine aduLts and fifteen chiLdren of various ages. 
Those who attend do not necessariLy attend every meeting. 

3.2 PINJARRA 

Meetings on Wednesday 8 - 9 p.m. This meeting is simiLar to the Sunday 
meetings. The comments reLative to that meeting equaLLy appLy to the 
Wednesday meetings except that attendances are generally a LittLe Lower. 

3.3 ARMADALE 

Meetings at the Church of ArmadaLe from 7 
specificaLLy for AboriginaL chiLdren of the district. 

8 p.m. on Mondays 

The Leaders of this activity are: Sr. J. van Leeuwen, Br. A.M.C. 
Sruning, Br. H. Hamelink. The chiLdren are spLit into two age groups, and 
are given BibLicaL instruction. ApproximateLy 25 chiLdren attend. One of the 
mission buses is used to transport the chiLdren to and from the meetings. 

3.4 WANDERING - "Waardiny" Centre for AborigianL ALcoholics 

Meetings are heLd Mondays 7.15 - 8.15 p.m. The Leader is Br. 't Hart 
who conducts the meetings and preaches the GospeL to an average of 15 aduLts 
in a room aLLocated to him by the AboriginaL Leaders of the centre. 
CAttendances are presentLy somewhat Lower.) NormaLLy no extra workers 
accompany Br. 't Hart at this meeting. Guitar Music is provided by Mr S. 
Dinah, an AboriginaL man from Pinjarra who makes his own way to JarrahdaLe 
turn-off. From there he traveLs with Br. 't Hart in the b~s to Wandering. 
The round trip invoLves some 250 km, pLus the travelling of Mr S. Dinah of 
80 km from Pinjarra. 

4. GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

Mission Work can onLy be or remain viabLe and purposefuL if there is: 

a) A sufficientLy Large popuLation in the chosen field to who the 
GospeL can be brought, AND 

b) If the GospeL preaching is being responded tOa 
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Af ter examining the present mission work in West Australia, the 
committee concLudes that the 'high' point of this mission work, as far as 
its viabiLity is concerned was during the years 1971 - 1976. There was a 
good popuLation which, aLthough somewhat scattered over a wide area, were 
nonetheLess communaLLy bound together sociaLLy, ethnicaLLy and 
geographicaLLy to such an extent that we couLd speak of an identifiabLe 
mission fieLd. During the years referred to there was a definite response to 
the GospeL preaching. WhiLst there was a consoLidation of interest by some, 
there was aLso an implied rejection by ot hers of the reaL purpose of the 
Mission work. During this period the mission activity was at its peak. A 
fuLL time mission worker was appointed, as aLso many extra part time 
workers, the haLL was buiLt at Pinjarra. The mission worker moved to 
Pinjarra, the 'hub' of the work area. The GospeL was faithfuLLy preached, 
'in season and out of season'. PeopLe were pressed in the preaching and in 
personaL contact to take the GospeL seriousLy, and to respond in faith to 
the urgent appeaL. Two peopLe came and professed their faith and became 
members of the Church of the Lord at ArmadaLe. 

We do not say that the work before and af ter this period was wasted or 
ineffective. On the contrary. 

Af ter the initiaL years of the mission we see a great response, with 
many peopLe attending the meetings to hear the GospeL, they receive the seed 
bountifuLLy. However, foLLowing this period we see the faLling away of many 
and only a few remain, (10 or 12) who still have a greater or lesser degree 
of interest for the Gospel. 

During 1971 - 1976 the mission work was viable. The committee is of the 
opinion that this is no Longer the case. 

WhiLst we may rejoice that there are stilL 10 - 12 peopLe at Pinjarra 
who reasonabLy regularly attend the meetings and are wiLling to listen to 
the GospeL preaching, their number is so small that the maintaining of this 
mission fieLd must be seriously questioned. 

During the past two years only one additional personstarted attending 
the Pinjarra meetings regularLy. 

From aLL this, the committee concludes that the mission field has been 
worked. THE GOSPEL HAS BEEN PREACHED, the seed has been sown, and with heavy 
hearts we must acknowLedge that the GospeL has been rejected by most. 

BUT WHAT ABOUT THOSE FEW WHO STILL COME TO THE MEETINGS? 

If we try to evaluate the attitudes of people, why they stilL come to 
the meetings and yet are making Little or no progress, we must generaLise. 

In this context it should be stated that they attend because they wish 
to hear the GospeL. Apart from that they Like to do this in surroundings 
where they meet their own friends and acquaintances and where they do not 
have to be ashamed of themselves. Most of them listen fairLy weLl, but 
cannot of ten speak about the message that was preached. However the mission 
workers are convinced that over the years they have learned the reaL message 
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and context of the Scriptures. In paraLLeL with the mission work there has 
been a graduaL change in the sociaL pattern and LifestyLe of many peopLe. 

Many who once were aLmost hopeLess aLchohoLics, Living in shockingLy 
squaLid conditions, under-nourished and unheaLthy, are now reLativeLy 
'decent' cLean Living peopLe. This improvement of physicaL and material 
weLL-being is generally speaking going on aLL the time, not onLy in our 
mission fieLd, but it is a general trend with the aboriginaL peopLe. 

Some peopLe aLso make certain changes in their LifestyLes in direct 
response to the GospeL preaching. However it is apparent that may do so 
because they want to achieve a certain LeveL of LifestyLe and conduct before 
they can make a commitment to the Lord. 

They are happy with what they have, and see no reason why they shouLd 
come further. It has been pointed out and stressed time and again what 
repentence reaLLy is, what it means to confess faith in the Lord of the 
Scriptures and what it means to beLong to the Church, the Body of Christ, 
but to no avaiL. 

If this was aLL, it may be said that with further teaching and personaL 
contact, these erroneous thoughts might be corrected. However, these same 
peopLe are of ten reLuctant, to further personaL teaching such as catechism 
instruction. They avoid this and remain evasive even in personaL discussion. 
Furthermore it is cLear that many wilLingly cling to certain sins. They 
understand that they must break with them, but are unwiLling to do that. 
Some are afraid they must break with the church to which they are officiaLLy 
are affiliated - usuaLLy Roman Catholic. 

The majority of the peopLe have no real desire to come any further than 
attending the meetings. The styLe of the meetings resemble a form of church 
service and thus they cLing to that form and openly caLL the meetings 
'church'. They deLude themselves into accepting that they go to 'church ' 
though they have constantLy been reminded that it is not a church, and know 
this very weLL. They use the meetings as a means of quieting their 
conscience. They know that they cherish sin in their Life, but deLude 
themseLves into thinking they can off-set this by going to 'church'. Here 
they can apparently have the best of both. They can have their 'church' 
without the obLigations that they know memberhsip of the reaL church brings. 
It is also obvious to the mission workers that they rarely, if ever, read 
their Bibles. It is obvious from this that there are, by and Large, no signs 
of true conversion. The committee beLieves that no change can be expected in 
this attitude of the peopLe if the work continues along the present Lines. 

In the Light of the foregoing the committee is convinced that a 
situation has deveLoped and is continuing which requires very definite 
action on the part of the Churches. 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 The mission work has been faithfuLLy conducted in accordance with the 
instructions of the churches and in obedience to the Word of God • 
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5.2 The GospeL has been preached, faithfuLLy, seriousLy and joyousLy. The 
seed has been sown. 

5.3 EssentiaLLy the task of preaching towards most peopLe is compLete. 

5.4 There remains a concLuding task towards those who stiLL attend the 
meetings. This task being that those peopLe must now be firmLy pressed 
to make a cLear and definite choice~ 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 PINJARRA 

The committee has concLuded that essentiaLly the mission task has been 
completed. There remains however a concLuding task towards those peopLe who 
stiLL show an earnest desire to Listen to the GospeL. We wiLL refer to this 
group as the 'remnant'. It is to this remnant aLone that this concLuding 
task is to be addressed. It wouLd be wrong, in the committee's view, to 
simpLy stop the work. We may not 'waLk out' on them. We must continue to be 
hopefuL for the remnant. If the meetings are stopped suddenly it may weLL 
have a disastrous effect on these peopLe~ They are but a tender pLant, and 
need much care and Love if they are to reach out and embrace the GospeL 
whoLeheartedLy. 

ALthough the mission work has been conducted for over 12 years the 
committee is of the oplnlon that a greater degree of urgency in accepting 
the GospeL must be pressed on these peopLe in a personaL way. It is now 
cLearLy the mission team's duty and task to bring out the decisive step in 
the Lives of the remnant. They must be urged to come to confession of faith 
and membership of the Church. 

Therefore the committee recommends that the concLuding task be carried 
out in the foLLowing way. 

Continue the Sunday morning meetings for a definite period of six 
months af ter the Churches have adopted this report. The preaching at 
these meetings shouLd be pLanned in advance and aimed very specificaLLy 
at the remnant onLy. Br. 't Hart shouLd consider the need for 
repentance and true conversion of the remnant and treat any others as 
visitors. Strong emphasis shouLd be pLaced on a totaL acceptance of the 
GospeL. 

This six month period of preaching must be carefuLLy prepared and 
pLanned with that aim in minde At the end of that six months these 
meetings shouLd cease aLtogether. 

The usuaL Wednesday evening meetings shouLd cease. These shouLd be 
repLaced with meetings organised . for the remnant onLy. Great care 
shouLd be taken to invite onLy to these meetings those who show a 
genuine desire to commit themseLves to further Learning. ChiLdren 
shouLd certainLy be excLuded from these meetings. The form of these 
meetings shouLd be to invoLve these peopLe in discussion with the 
mission worker, to draw them out and make them active participants and 
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not passive Listeners. ALL sembLance of a cLassroom type Lecture shouLd 
be avoided, bearing in mind the purpose of Leading them in Love to the 
Lord of the Scriptures and the doctrine of the Church. ContinuaLLy the 
accent shouLd be on totaL commitment. 

Here aLso a proper six month program shouLd be drawn up and 
progressiveLy carried out. At the end of the six month period this work 
too shouLd be stopped. 

Home visit work shouLd at the same time be very much intensified, but 
onLy with the remnant. ALL others shouLd be toLd very clearLy that the 
mission worker is only working amongst those who show a genuine desire 
to Learn the way of saLvation, and adding the warning to repent. 

The remnant who are inv;ted to the speciaL Wednesday meetings must be 
visited reguLarLy every week without faiL. They must know that Br. lt 
Hart is coming on a certain day or evening and at a set time. Suspect 
excuses shouLd be exposed and the consequences cLearLy pointed out, the 
aim being to expose insincer;ty if there is any. 

The thrust of the home visits ;s to press upon them the urgency of the 
GospeL. They need to repent NOW and come to confession of faith and 
membership of the Church. If, however, as a resuLt of this work no 
meaningfuL contact can be maintained then Br. lt hart wiLL have the 
painfuL duty to teLL them that they are refusing the onLy way to 
eternaL Life. It shouLd be pointed out that it is their decision. It 
shouLd not be mission worker who Leaves them, but they who refuse the 
Lord of the Scriptures whom the mission worker brings. This shouLd be 
made very cLear to thema 

The comm;ttee is aware that this six month period amongst the remnant 
;s no smaLL task. Therefore it ;s essentiaL that Br. 't Hart shouLd 
have the fuLL support and assistance of the Church CounciL. Therefore 
the committee further recommends that: 

The mission committee or two brothers from that committee meet on 
a weekLy basis with Br. lt Hart to review the progress of the work 
and give advice where needed. Each of the peopLe on the remnant 
List shouLd be discussed, their responses at meetings, resuLts of 
home visits, progress made, and so on. 

The mission committee shouLd report verbaLLy each month to the 
Church CounciL on the progress of the work. The Church CounciL 
shouLd aLLow adequate time on the agenda so that a fuLL discussion 
can take pLace. The work must be anaLysed to see if it is 
effective, and if not methods must be changed to aLLow effective 
use of the six months. 

Af ter the six months the work shouLd cease and if there are peopLe 
Left who have not come to confession of faith, but show a desire 
to do this at a future time, they shouLd then corne under the care 
of the LocaL Church. This church shouLd then decide how best to 
heLp these peopLe further. Those who have come forward to confess 
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their faith will be of course under the care of the Local Church. 
The public confession of faith should take place at a special 
Church Service held at Pinjarra, if it is considered desirable 
because of any inhibitions that some Aboriginal people may have. 

6.2 WANDERING 

The work at Wandering was commenced due to the relationship w;th the 
Pinjarra work. A few of the people from our mission field found their way 
out of the alcohoL problem by going there for the group therapy program 
offered. 

Wandering attracts Aboriginal people from all over the State who stay 
there for approximately three months, and then move back to their own homes. 
They cannot remain there as it is a treatment centre and not a place of 
permanent residence. 8y definition therefore it cannot be clas~ed as a 
mission field. It does not have a steady popuLation, and therefore mission 
work cannot Lead to church planting there. All the same it is a joy to 
proclaim the true Gospel to willing and attentive hearer who perhaps have 
never before heard of the OnLy Source of Hope and Life. 

However, because the criteria of viability and purpose of mission work 
cannot be sustained in this work, and in view of the recommendations 
regarding Pinjarra, this work should be stopped. The connecting link between 
Pinjarra and Wandering will no Langer exist. 

Nevertheless the 
under the care of the 
opportunity to bring 
never heard it before. 

6.3 ARMADALE 

committee strongly recommends that this work come 
local church(es). Wandering presents an unusuaL 
the Gospel to willing hearers who very Likely have 

That in itself is a wonderful task. 

This work was originally started for the Aboriginal children of the 
district whose parents either were reasonably regular at the Pinjarra 
meetings, or whom the mission workers had some contact with. As the decline 
in the mission progressed, that contact with the parentsbecame more and 
more shallow. Today contact with the parents is virtually non-existant. Only 
one or two of the parents attend the meetings at Pinjarra very sporadically. 
Most of them are clearly not interested. They don't mind sending their 
children off for a while, in fact they encourage it for various reasons. In 
this situation it is difficult to justify the continuation of this work as 
mission work. Moreover this work is LiteraLly on the 'doorstep' of the local 
churches of Armadale and Kelmscott. 

Therefore it is recommended that this work as mission work be 
terminated. However, the committee strongly recommends that the churches of 
Armadale and Kelmscott give serious considerat;on to continuing this work. 
The many children who come to these meetings show great willingness and are 
generally keen to learn and join in. Some positive responses are of ten 
evident. This work presents an opportunity to teach young unbelievers also 
of the only way to real peace and joy. 
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6.4 PROPERTY AND MISSION WORKER 

This committee has no mandate to make any recommendations regarding 
Mission property or the posit;on of the Mission worker at the end of the 
concLuding task period, and therefore makes no recommendations regarding 
these. 

7. CLOSING REMARKS 

The work in compiLing this report has not been an easy task, and the 
committee is fuLLy aware of the major steps that it is recommending. 
However, the committee is convineed that these steps need to be taken. We 
have at aLL times sought the WiLL of God in these matters and are sure that 
what is proposed is the proper ScripturaL course to foLLow. 

THE SUS-COMMITTEE 

Sr. A. SLobe 
Sr. S.C. Fokkema 
Rev. S.G. Hur 
Rev. K. Sruning 
Sr. L. Schoof (Jnr) 

December 1981 

(Cha i rman) 
(Secretary) 
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APPENDIX 8b 

COUNCIL OF THE 
THE GENERAL SYNOD 

AT KELMSCOTT, 

FREE REFORMED CHURCH 
OF THE CHURCHES TO 
W.A., MAY 1983 

Mission Australia 

Esteemed Brethren, 

OF 
BE 

ARMADALE, 
HELD 

Synod 1980 (Art. 34) instructed the Church CounciL of ArmadaLe to 
investigate aLL aspects of the future deveLopments of the mission work (in 
Western Australia) and advised this CounciL to appoint a sub-committee for 
this task, incLuding some members of KeLmscott and to report to the 
Churches. 

Synod 1980 (Art. 48) aLso decided to defer a decision regarding the 
future financiaL support from HoLLand, pending the study instructed before 
(Art. 34). 

In response to the instruction the Church CounciL of ArmadaLe appointed 
a sub-committee, consisting of brothers from both ArmadaLe and KeLmscott, 
under the chairmanship of br A. Slobe. This sub-committee commenced its task 
in April 1981 and submitted its report in November of that year. A copy of 
that report is attached and forms an appendix to this report. 

Af ter deLiberation the report was adopted by the Church CounciL in 
March 1982 and submitted to the Churches, as per instruction. Agreement was 
reached from the Churches of KeLmscott and Launceston. The Church CounciL of 
ALbany replied, giving the opinion that this report shouLd not be acted upon 
by the Churches but that the next Synod shouLd deaL with it. The 
correspondence to and from this Church delayed the finaL adoption of the 
report. The Church CounciL of ArmadaLe tried to arrange a meeting so that 
these matters couLd be discussed. However, the Church CounciL of ALbany 
decided not to attend this meeting, which was therefore cancelled. 

Af ter consultation with the Mission worker, br P. 't Hart, who (aLso in 
his report No. 39) pressed for a decision, tnis CounciL decided to propose 
once again to the Churches that the report be adopted. Replies were received 
with the identicaL resuLt as before. 

With the adoption of the report, the Mission fieLd in Western Australia 
was abandoned as from early October, 1982. Our mission worker visited most 
of the peopLe in the fieLd for a Last admonition and caLL to repentence. 

The report of the sub-committee made mention of a smaLl group of people 
from this Mission field who stilL showed sufficient interest and who still 
attended the meetings in Pinjarra. While this group was too smaLL to 
maintain the Mission fieLd for their sake, it was, though, equalLy cLear 
that we must not leave these peopLe. The report suggested a six-month period 
of excLusive and intensified work with them and if, at the end of that time, 
there were stilL peopLe who, though they may not yet have come to profession 
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of faith, show sincere interest in the Word, they should come under the care 
of the locaL Church. 

This period of intensified contact commenced earLy October, 1982, and 
wiLL concLude at the end of March, 1983, as far as Mission AustraLia is 
concerned. The 31st March, 1983, wiLL then aLso be the date of the 
termination of empLoyment of br 't Hart. Provision for this event were 
aLready formuLated by Synod 1972 (see Acts of Synod 1972, Art. 34, sub. 9b). 

A sub-committee consisting of the brs J. de Vos, A. PLeiter and P. It 
Hart was appointed to meet on a weekLy basis to discuss the progress of the 
work. Each month they report verbaLLy to and discuss the work and the 
individuaL peopLe with this Church CounciL. 

Of the eLeven aduLts and the three teenage girLs who were considered 
sufficientLy interested at the beginning of October, one man s;nce died, 
whiLe three aduLts and one of the girLs had to be deLeted from the 'List' 
Later. The Mission worker Lost contact aLso with the other two girLs for a 
time, but at the time of the writing of this report it seems LikeLy that 
they may return. It mayalso be reported that one man, partLy through the 
admonitions earlier, has now come to attend the meetings reguLarLy. ALL the 
peopLe are visited each week and the progress of some is encourag;ng. 

The Church CounciL regrets deepLy that this Mission fieLd proved no 
Longer viabLe. We are, however, comforted and assured by the sure knowLedge 
that aLso this work has not been in vain. The Word has been brought, 
according to God's good pLeasure. This Mission work has been allowed to 
contribute to the coming of the Kingdom of our God and Saviour. 

* * * * * 

To wind up a Mission fieLd means that also attention must be given to 
the assets aquired over the years. In this case there is a Mission HaLL in 
Pinjarra, two bus es, some other smaLL articLes and monies in hand incLuding 
the reserves. The Church CounciL thinks it advisabLe to propose to Synod 
1983 to reaLise aLL assets. When this is done, the option is open to divide 
the avaiLabLe money among the Churches. 

However, we consider it at Least a possibiLity that further Mission 
work is undertaken within AustraLia by the AustraLian Churches. We wiLL 
therefore propose that the monies be suitabLy invested and held back to 
await further deveLopments in this direction. 

The Church CounciL of ArmaaaLe has no proposaL at this stage to open up 
a new Mission fieLd. Instead, we wiLL propose that Synod 1983 shaLL appoint 
deputies to investigate our common Mission task for the future and that the 
Churches separateLy be encouraged to support existing Mission fieLds 
overseas af ter their financiaL responsibiLity to Mission AustraLia comes to 
an end, untiL such time that the Churches make further decisions. 

* * * * * 
At the beginning of this report mention was made of Synod 1980 
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deferring a decision about the fut ure financiaL support from HoLLand. Seeing 
this was done pending the study on the Mission activities, knowing now the 
outcome of that study and reaLising the desirabiLity to ease the burden of 
our Dutch sister churches, the Church CounciL in the Mission budget for 1983 
proposed to the Churches that the costs for this year shouLd be borne onLy 
by the AustraLian Churches. This proposaL was adopted. The budget for 1983 
was for a period of three months onLy, pLus for a possibLe pay-out of six 
months saLary, the time allowed br 't Hart to find suitabLe other 
empLoyment, as per originaL agreement. 

* * * * * 
In concLusion the Church CounciL of ArmadaLe proposes to Synod 1983 to 

decide: 

1) Synod takes note of the actions taken by the churches in regard to the 
report submitted by the sub-committee that the Mission fieLd in Western 
AustraLia had to be abandoned. 

2) Synod takes note that the empLoyment of the fuLL-time Mission worker, 
br 't Hart, was terminated at 31st March, 1983. 

3) Synod decides to invest aLL proceeds from the reaLisation of the assets 
of Mission AustraLia untiL such time that further decisions are made in 
regard to future Mission work by the Churches. 

4) Synod appoints deputies to investigate our future Mission task in or 
outside Australia. Deputies to report to next Synod. 

5) Synod takes note of this report and discharges the Church of ArmadaLe 
as Mission Committee. 
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